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$2 Need not tell you with what 
. | MW ſucceſs you publiſhed the Ex- 
81 bs 
J; We > ty of Man : It is your Felicity 
to be again inſtrumental to the profit of 
tion of theſe Religious and Prudent In- 
{tru&ions. And although the Addreſs 
mer ; yet this will havea large influence 
upon other Conditions beftdes yo 
be exemplary, and operative u 
others, A Gentry that would afford an 
a (lergychat wonld to Piety and Learn- 
ang, joyn Humility, Mode fy and Sabriety, 
ver this finful Nygtion, and oppreſſed 
C(burch, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and 
that the Argument is well choſen, and it 
{0 managed, that I know not what 8 


Mr, G arthwait, 

cellent Treatiſe, The whole Du- 

this Church and Nation, by your Edi- 
be not ſo Univerſal in this, as inthe for- 
men : Their Converſe, if reformed, will 
obedient Ear tothefe Admonitions, ang 
will be the beſt Humane means to reco- 
Civil, under which we now groan, SO 
A 2 Reader 


— 


of 


Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe cans 
deſire, which is not here, The Aathour |} 
keeps cloſe to his intended Provence and 
Delign, his Reaſons are {inewy and con ' 
vincing,his Reproofs are ſevere and grave,h 
yet pleaſing ; and they whom he chides, 
mulr needs love him. There 1s nothing} 
in his Periods redundant or defeQtive 
he hath a Natzve Elegancy thar invites hi 
Reader ;, Variety of Learning couched 
not vaunted ; and a Periþ:cutty ſuch, as 
will make his Reaſonings appear to a 
weak Eye: A Manual which is enrich 
ed with all theſe Graces, ſhall (I truſt 
notonely be frequently and attentivel 
peruſed , but that it will lively aff 
and fit cloſe to the Reins, and penetrat 
the Heart of the Reader, eſpecially tha 
Reader for whom it is deſigned ; and fo 
this Bleſſing on the Geztry, it is our Du 
to ſollicite the Divine Goodneſs, 
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ings x, He Authority of Cuſtom hath 
ſo much a more generdl pre- 
hi valency then that of Truth x 


that he that ſhall adventure 
to ro ault that with this, may be thought not 
to have well digeſted the prudent Caution 
of our Sauiour, Luke 14,31, To fit down 
and conſider whether he be able with 
ten thouſand to meet him that cometh 
againſt him with twenty thouſand ; for 
doubtleſs ſuch, and much greater is the ods 
between theſe two Litigants, And to the 
zmputation of this unwarineſs I cannot but 
foreſee the preſent Deſign very liable. 

2, Gentility has long ſince confuted 
Job's Aphoriſme, Man is born to labour, 
and inſtead thereof, has pronounced to its 
Clients the Rich man's Requiem, Soul take 
thine eaſe, eat , drink and Le merry, A 
Gentleman 7s now ſuppoſed to be onely 4 
thing of pleaſure, a Creature ſcnt intothe 
world, as the Leviathan znto the deep, to 
take his paſtime therein, (and the Letter to 

; A 3 com- 
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compleat the Parallel, to devour bis wnder- © 
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tings too) and then twill be vo wonder if it | 
be adjudged a ridiculow Soleciſme to attempt {| 
to define bis Calling, whoſe very Eſſence 1s 7? 
thought to con 7a in baving none, Nay, * 
perhaps it will be deemed not onely alſurd g 
hut maliciows, a Levelling projet, of robbing ® 
him of his Birth right , of degrading him © 
from thoſe priviledges, which belong 10 his 
quality , and of moulding bim again to | 
that uulgar Maſs, from which druine Pro-|: 
videxce and humane Laws have diſtinguiſh» |; 
ed him, But from thes jealouſie I dare truſt 7 
the enſuing Leaves to be their own Vindi-| 
catours. 
3. 1have been no uuconcerned (much leſs 
enſulting ) Spefator of the Depreſsions the 
Gentry have fallen under in theſe latter 
years, but bale pay'd them my juſt tribute of 
compaſston © yet 1 confeſs, I think thoſe ſcarce 
worthy a regret, in compariſon with thoſe vo- i 
luntary deſcents, too many of thembeLe made | 
from true worth and Virtue, *Tis ſure @ far 
leſs E__ ſpeaacle to ſee aGentleman 
ou of his Fortune by bis Conſcience, then 
is _— and to behold bim under the 
ſtroke of the Headſman , then under theſe 
more 1nfamous Execautioners, his Luſt, vr In- 
temperance, Tet 1 fearif the Martyrology 
eVER 
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even of theſe ſaſfering Times were ſe 
Hub (horny Sho ra rs 
oe mary more Mortyrs , then God and 
ality, : | he 
4 Bu 1 onfoſs i an impertinence ew 


to balance the two miſchiefs of doing aud 
* ſofferingill, ſince tis certain the latter is to 


be reſolved into the former, aud bas 10 ex#- 
ftence of it ſelf, but what ut dereves from 
that, Punifhments are but the reſults of 
ſins: and therefore whatever Malignity is 
71 the EffeR, becomes entirely char, F110 vp- 


" Ox the Capſe, and we are to look upon our 


Vice not onely as our greateſt, but qur onely 
unhappineſs, This Conſideration ſhews ws 
the ſource of all our Sufferings, axd is it 
ſelf no leſs obuiow, then thoſe ; though one 
would think it as concealed as the bead. of 
Niuus, that ſhould onely obſerve how ma 

other Originals of our Catamities are a= . 
ſigned, . whileſt this is ſcarce dreamt of. 
This onah is ſuffered to fleep ſecurely in 
the Ship, while her more innocent Fr tis 
caſt- over board, Jonah 1,5, Every the 
left ſparkle from without is charged as an 
Incendiary, when alas, like Etna, our own 
bowels ſend out that fire, which has ſo near re- 
duced us to aſhes, But as in Diſeaſes we ac- 


count the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the firſt and 
; A 4 moſt 
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the tonviftion of our guilt is a moſt 
indifþenſuble owenart.& towards the eaſe 
of our Preſſures, and.we muſt be heavy la- 
den in the Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth.11.28, 
wy we ſhall ceaſe to be ſo in the Civil, 
« But I fear men proceed inthis affair 


like Motuntthanks then ' good Phyſict- Þ 


gy) ſome palliatin Medivits ro als the 
Effefts, or Serhape- _—_ to fupifie the 
Patient, and wholly neglef the Root of the 
Malady, Nor do 1 appropriate this Errour 
to the Gentry, "tis too viſible that all ſorts 
and qualities have too Joſt a claimto it, to 
let atly one go away with the Incloſure, But 
becauſe "the preſent Deſs [gn makes them my 
peculiar Province, I ſhall, waving all others, 
addreſs my (elf at this time to ck oxely, 
with this wo kv Requeſt, that they 
would not uſe that cruelty to themſelves, far 
'which Amalek [tands bratded towards Jir 
el, Deur,25. .. their perſevering 
peties [mite and efliroy thoſe feeble I 
faint Remains of thetr former Felirittes, 
but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly ad; 
Vert to this their ſo great and inhportant 
concernment, and pitch upon the true 
Achan, that has thus long troubled their 
Iſrael, eAnd that bring done, that for 
i» 
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* direfis the next ſtep of the Proceſs, even the 
1 bringing him to execution, cutting that off, 
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which will elſe infallibly bring down a Fatal 
Exciſion upon themſelves, Nor us this to 


2 be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe ts come to 
2 100 great a height, too dangerow a Crilis, 


* 10 admit anydelay of the Remedy, 


6. when'E-gypt had ſmarted under a 
ſucceffton of miraculous Plagues for detain- 
1mg the [{raclites,the Servants of Pharaoh 
#mportune him to releaſe them, and conclude 
thetr ature with this Pathetique enforce- 
ment, Knoweſtthou nor yer that Egypt is 
deſtroyed > nd God knows 1 may tut 
too properly grue the ſame edge to mine ;,, For 
alas, Elkſomen, are not your Eſtates waſt- 
ed, your Priviledges Violated, your Splen- 
dowrs eclepſed, your Perſons reſtrained, your 
Families broken and ſhattered, your Digni. 
ties trampled upon ty the meaneſt of the 
Vulgar,and finally your ſelves quite tranſþo- 

ed ix your ſtation, now made the Tail who 
were once the Head, Deut.28.44. And 
s it n10t yet time to diſmiſs thoſe Sins which 
ere the Anthours of all this * If you are 
il! of Pharaoh's mrnde, and reſolve to re- 
ainthem, you are certainly no leſs olſtinate 
hen he, but muth more irrational, He had 
omenhat of viſible advantage to tempt him 

is 
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to det atn the I{raclites, they were his Slaves, | 


wrought bard at bis work, built him Cities, 


But how far is that from the Caſe hers! © 
They are not your Slaves, but your Task- © 
maſters, which you are ſo unmilitng to part © 
with, thoſe that ſet you to the wileſt and moſt - 
ſervile Drudgeries , and are ſo far from? 
bringing you tn profit , that I may boldly” 


make the Apoſiles challenge, Rom.6,21,! 
What fruit have you had of thoſe} 
things * end doubt not the onely account? 
you can bring in of your Harveſt, muſt bt 
the Inventory of your Miſeries, We art; 
witneſſes of many Houſes, many Citzes they: 
have demoliſh'd and laid waſte, but we bavt 
20 ſtrufure of theirs to ſbew, but a Babel of 
Confuſion, 
7. But alas, theſe your ſecular Ruines art: 
Lat their modeſt and petty outrages. Take 
ezother View of them, aud it will like Exc. 
kiel's YV:ſion , Ezek,6.8, preſent you with 
more aud greater abominations 
theſe, even the abomination of deſo 
on in the holy place, Tour ſivs have nd 
only deſolated your own bouſes, but Gods 
That Beauty of his Ornament which be 
ſet in Majeſty, Ezek.7.20. bath by theſ, 
your deteſtable things Leen expoſed to ſpoil 
614 pollution, We are not yet grown ſo ol 


- 
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' 41 our miſeries 45 to have out-worn the ag- 
f,  gravalion of remembring our happer eſtate, 
1! Andhowſad, how wound:ng a contemplati« 
k-  onw tt tocompare the paſt and preſent con- 
wt: ditzon of this Charch # When the Temple 
oft | was rebuilding , the joy of that reſtauration 
could not ſuppreſs the grief of thoſe who 
ly: remembred the ſo much more Glorious F a- 
1,%* brick of the firſt, but they layd the foundati- 
ole? on n their tears, the text ſayes, They wept 
nt} with a loud voice, Neh, 3. 12, But zbat 
be tears, what efulations can be bitter or loud 
arez enough for us who are to lament not partial 
they and mmperfet repatres, but total ruines aud 
aveh wvaſtations , that ſee the materials of our 
1 ofs Sion zow reduced to duſt and rubbiſh, who 
} once ſaw them happily compatied, built to- 
are gether as a City at uvity in it ſelf! 
Take 8, Azd while we thus remember Sion, 
204 and are our ſelves by the waters of Ba- 
with} bylon, *tzs ſure but proper we (it down and 
weep, 614, as thoſe Captrues, Plal. 137. 4 
ſolemn Adieu to all entertainments of joy 
and 1 __ And would God we all, par- 
ticularly you to whom I now ſpeak, did as ex* 
Bly parallel them in this ſad and pious Ye- 
ſertment, as we do #n the motrves of it, that 
ſpot ſo your e& to ſin might be accended to 
15 full berght, as that which robs you 108 wo" 
J 
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of your ſpiritual bet (aha which many of © 
you have aro, of ) your carnal joyes al- 


fo. Tis your ſins, I would I could ſay yours 
alone, which have been the perſecuting | 
Sauls, that have thus made havock of the 
Church, The Securities, Profaneſs J and > 
Licentiouſneſs of your proſperous dayes > 
. made the firſt 4, in 4. ky : and now © 
the yo many and incorrigibleneſs of © 
your calamitow , like the Edomites, cry © 
down with her, down with her even to } 
the ground. *7was amongſt the Fews a | 
Capital Guilt to curſe a Parent, and ſhall | 
it now paſs for an eaſie , or 70 erime, not 
onely to curſe, but deſtroy our common Mo. 
ther, to abett and maintain thoſe Troopes 
which thus defie , ye 1xruade ber 8 O 
ſhoald you not at laſt recal your exiled Pt- |; 
ety,and aſſume 4 holy and becomming indig- | 
nation againſt theſe her cruel, ber implaca- | 
ble Enemies > 5 
9. But this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, | 
whilſt Tow arratgn onely other mens ſins,and 
leawe your Own out of the Inditiment, I | v 
doubt not many of you do with diſpleaſure, | g 
perbaps more then enough, charge her ruine t 
upon the immediate Inſtruments, accuſe the | $ 
told Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of ha» | © 
vng depraved her Dodrine z _— fr 
an 
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and Envy of impatient Inferiours, of ſub- 
werting her Diſcipline ; the Pride and Fa. 
ion of buſie Spirits, of diſturbing ber 
Peace; the greedy Avarice of Sacrilegr. 
ous d pay of devouring ber Patrimony, 
And theſe 1 ſhall not deny to have teen the 
Weapons that thus have mortally wounded 
her, But let it be remembred , that theſe 


” were welded and whetted by the more gene- 


| ral impieties, from whence they borrowed 


their deſtrufirue power, And therefore to 
transfer the guilt here, 1s but the artifice of 
ſlazinge Uriah with the ſword of the 
Children of Ammon , which you know 
acquitted not David from being a Mur- 
derer, No, God knows, here lies a Carkafs 
of a poor bleeding Church , but which of 


| you our Elders are qualified for the purgatt- 


on the Law aſfſignes 1nthat caſe, Deur.21, 
8. which of you can ſay, our hands have 


2 not ſhed this blood , neither have our 
» eyesſeen it? 


Io, Tet the leſs capable you are of thus 
waſhing your hands in innocence, the 
eater need you have to waſh them in 
enitence , and therefore ſince as you are 
Sons to this Mother, the Office of Avenger 
of blood devolues on you; Obring forth 


fruits of Repentance, by diſcharging that 
port 
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part faithfully ;, drag out theſe Criminals 
which have taken SanAuary tz your 
breaſts , and there dwell ſecurely, as in 8 


City of Refuge , azd hew them in pie- ! 


ces, as Samuel did Agag betore the 


Lord, And as your ircentrues to this are 


infinitely greater and more preſsing, then tn 


other murders, ſo will the effefs alſo vaſtly © 
tranſcend thoſe of common Juſtice, That © 


 onely revenges ; but this may repair the miſ< © 


chief, recal the tital ſpirits, and reunite 
the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body. 


Such an Omnepotency #8 there in ſpncere Res || 


pentance, that it 1s able even to effeft a Re. 
ſurrefion, O that you would be ambitions 
of working this Miracle, and by this pious 
Prodigie beget your Mother , that yos 
would weep (o long over her aſhes, till that 
moiſture bad rendred them prolifical, aud 
you ſee her ſpring out of ber Urn, 


I1, This, this is your onely way of re- | 


wverſing that extirpating Decree , which 
theſe HR (jour fins ) bave procered, 
And if Tou neglee this, Mordecat's menace 
to Heſter will be too applicable to you : if 
God in bis unfathomable mercy ſhould cauſe 
deliverance aud exlargement to arilc 
from ſome other place to this pooy deſo- 
late Charch , yet your ſelves can Rm 
thing 
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© as the Ortginals meerly of Temporal, uhe- 
& ther Private or Publick Rutnes , 18 to grve 
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* her quarrel , bring Tou thoſe miſertes , the 


thing but Deſiruttion, If you bave no ſence 


® of the deſolattons of Sion , no pity to lee 


P - 


her in the Duſt , but ſtill chuſe to cheriſb 


thoſe impiettes which bave brought her thi- 
ther ;, yet even they will, at the laſt , avenge 


ſence whereof it will bermpoſsible for you to 
8void, or extinguiſh, 
12, For alas, to repreſent your ſins to you 


you too fair and flattering a poriratiure of 
them : theſe are but the light preluſory skir- 
miſhes to @ more diſmal ſlaughter, the Pr0- 
logue to the fatal Ti raged, Take their full 
charatter from the Apoſtle, Rom.6.2 1. The 
end of thoſe things 1s death, evex death e- 
ternal, It is our uſual comfort againſt the 
perſecutions of men , that they can purſue us 
no farther then to the grave : there, as Job 
ſpeaks, the weary be at reſt, But this Ty- 


| rant 132 our own breaſts bas no ſuch limits to 


:ts malice, but then eſpecially begins , when 
all other cruelttes ceaſe,tortures 1nfizitely by 
the gnawings of that worm which never 
dies, azd the ſcorchings of that fire which 
never ſball be ad, 

I 3. And now who can ſufficiently wonder 
at the infatuation, that Tou ſhould demurre 
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upon the diſmiſsing of ſo treacherous a | 
Gueſt, that Tou Jhould cheriſh this Viper in'%, 
your boſoms , which Tou already feel eating Þ; 
your Bowels,devourtng all your temporal fe- © 
licities, and yet takes thoſe but 11 the way to * 
your Heart, your more precious and eternal 
part? 'Tis the common Maxime even of; 
thoſe that recerve advantage by the perfidz., ſe 
ouſneſs of others, to love the Treaſon , but *! 
hate the Trattour : tut here is that Rule © 
uite ixverted ; Tou hate the Treaſon, are 
empatient of the affliing conſequences 0 
your ſin, yet love the Traitor, hugge that- in 
your cloſeſt Embraces, The Apoſtle tzdeed Wl 
forewarns us of the Deceitſulneſs of ſing 84 
Hebr, 3. 13. but ſure this zs a pitch te 
yond that ; this is not deceit, but inchant 
ment, ſome powerful Philtrum :t muſt need; 
be, that can thus make men i# love x0t onelys 7 
with deformity, but diſeaſe, 
I4. But all the Magicians of Egypt 
are not able to ſtand before Moſes , this 
Aagick Is not ſo irreſiſtible, but that Reaſt 
and Religion will yield You countercharms, 
able to diſ-inchant You, if Tow will but ſuf 
fer them to come in to your aid, Do bu 
once ſtep out of the Devils Circle, the af He 
Vertig1u0us purſuit of your ſinful appetit for 
and grve your Faculties ſome interms ſong” 


rep 


_ 
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= (v much breath from that hot chaſe as may 
® qualifie them for a calm conſiderate wiew of 
= other things , and then 't1s certain you wall 
8 diſcern, that Vertue has a much more ratſh- 

ing eppearance,infinitely more delefable and 
a} e#amouring , than all the Devils Opticks 
® could put upon your higheſt and moſt guſiful 

ſenſualities, Do you onely beſtow ſome atten- 
4; true looks upox ber z, let ber once in at your 


11, £525, and then leave ber to make her own way 
2x; £0 your heart, And this is ſure a very mode- 
off Tate requeſt , that Tou will but Louchſafe to 
inf {ook upon what is thas amiable. And with 
ood what pretence can you deny 1t You who, to 
ſin $45* 07 thoſe tranſitory Beauties which are 


Lo} onely your ſnares, ſtick at no difficulty, will 
be content to come (thoſe of Tow that have 
$f z0 other motrues ) even to (burch upon that 
errand : O do not bere put off your curioſity, 
where alone it may avail you, but rather 
J :ate this opportunity of hallowtng that ( ht 
thi #ber.0 prophane ) part of your temper. 
ofa} 15: It has Leen none of the D-vils meaneſt 
or unluckieſt Arts to infuſe prejudtces to 
mens mindes againſt Chriſtian prattiſe, by 
Jrepreſenting it 1n the moſt averting torms, 
He changes ſhapes with it,and as be tr a:s- 
forms bimſelf into an Angel of light, ſo he 
Joes this into one of Darkneſs, makes #t ap. 
B pear 


4/4 
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pear a State of the moſt diſmal ſadneſs axd ? 
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h >rrour, « region of Antipodes to all Joy © 
and cheerfulneſS. And how much more ready * 
men are to take the Devil at bis word then © 
Chriſt at bis, who profeſſeshis Yoke eaſie | 
and his Burthen light , appears too Viſible ® 
in the general auerſneſſe thoſe have to Piety, 
who never ſo much as tried it, but take up 
emplicite confuſed prejudices againſt it,and 
retain thoſe as faſt, as if they were the pro+ 
dufts of many years coſtly experiences, And 
'tis to be feared, theſe have taken the deepeſt 
root in the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming no where 
moye to flouriſh, then among You of the bigh- 
eſt Quality. Tet ſure, of all others, Tou are 
moſt obliged to eradicate them, they implying 
ſuch a groſs injuſtice, as any tngenuous mind 
muſt be aſham'd of, + 
I6. You will your ſelves readily pronounce, 
that Judge not onely corrupt, but impudent, 
that condemns a perſon whoſe cauſe he never 
heard : yet if Tou will but reflef, you will 
find your own verde rebound upon your 
ſelves, with a Tues homo ; for 'tis evident- 
ly your caſe here, It is time far you therefore 
to be ſo juſt, if not to Vertue , yet toyour own 
Reputations, as to retraft that puta abs 
ſentence, you have paſt upon ber , and put on 
ſo much at leaſt of the form of Juſtice , as to 
[ grue 


$ give her a fair Trial, But this you cannot do 
by hearing the tongues of men and Angels 
2 plead for ber, none but her ſelf can manage 


ber cauſe, you muſt aamit her into Jour [0+ 


© ciety, and converſe, take ber into ſuch a fami- 

* liarity, as may bring her within diſtance of 
; your Obſervation, before you pronounce of her. 

© 1n ſbort,if you will indeed render your ſelves 


_— Tudges, whether aVirtuous life be 
4 pleaſant or a diſmal thing, enter upon it, 
ard let your own experiences be your infor- 
mers, 

17. 1 cannot ſuſpef the age ſo degene- 
Y.0u5, 4s n0t to belteve there are divers partt- 
cular perſons among you, who have made the 
experiment , aud to their Teſtimony I dare 
appeal, and doubt not they will from Judges 
turn Advocates , and recommend it to you, 
and fure you will have no cauſe in this in- 
ſtance rowave your wonted Priviledge of be- 
ing tryed by your Peers , to except againſt 
their Judgement in the caſe, who being pla- 
cedin = circumFances with you, muſt be 
ſuppoſe to under ft and your utmoſt Temp*a- 
tions to Vice, from-whence alone all the ſcem- 
ing difficalties and\ uneaſaneſſes of Virtue do 
ariſe, Y by 

wy 1t were the work of many Volznes to 
deſcribe the ſeveral diſtinft Advant ages to- 
T B 2 
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ard a pleaſant Being , which are wrapt up © 
in this one comprehenſrue Felicity, 1 ſball 
inftgnce onely in that , to which the en- Ft; 
ſuing Tra particularly relates, and that is } 
that tt furnijbes you with @ ſucceſs10n of very 
eAgrecable and Cheerful Imployments, Ver- | 
tue 15 of a buſie and attrve Nature, and as in 
its ſeeral Operations it has an oppoſition to 
all the ſeveral ſorts of Vice, ſo tn its Very 
Conſtitution and Principle it bears an avow- 
ed Antipathy to that oze fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sins, Jdleneſs; and ſure. the 
reſcuing you from that 18. no contemprible 
Benefit, For though you ſeem to challenge it 
4 a conſiderable part of your Inheritance, 
that you may live and do Nothing , and are 
wery tenacious of that Claim ;, yet, tis moſt 
evident, that what you contend for, as your 
Priviledge, your ſelves. efleem your burden, 
yea ſo much ſ0, that tabe rid of it you.caſt 4- 
way Eſtate, Health, Soul and all for Compa. 
ny, imploy your ſelues the moſt rutnouffy, 1, 
ther then endure to be Idle ;, nay, quite. £0n: 
fute your own Pretenſioxs to eaſe, by thoſe |, 
hortous and toilſome Vices,which you are-fain 
to call Pleaſures , to render them toleyabl 
but kave certainly zo pretence to that Title 
03 any other ſcore, but that they keep yaw do- 
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' 19; And now what more grateful Office 


1 cax. poſsibly be done for men #n this Condi= 
$103, thew to ſhew them how they may free 
Jthemſetues of this load without contratting a 


worſe; I mean the guilt of thoſe things 


# which like Rehoboam converts VV hips #7- 


to Scorpions, yet are zow farn to be reſorted 
to, as the onely tyſtruments of thetr relief. 
And this a Chriſtzan Lite will be ſure todo 
far you; It will conſtantly provide you with 
mnnocent druertiſements, nay much more , it 
will grve you tuſineſs, ſo excellent, and nor- 
thy the digiity of your Natures, ſo Noble and 
anſwerable to the Splendour of your Quali- 
ties, ſo every way agreeable tothe aims of 
Rational Men, that you mill hate cauſe to 
acknowledge with Our Church , that Gods 
Service is perfe& Freedom, 

20, 1 ſhall not undertake to grue you a 
particular View of all the Severals of thoſe 
Employments ; Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel 
which aſs1gn your Tasks, do ſufficiently 11- 
form you of the Nature and Excellency of 
them ; my nhole Scheme 1s compriſed in that 
One, which direfis an Attendance 0n that 
Calling nherein God bath placed men, and 
therefore I am 10 treat onely of thoſe particu- 
lar Duties which are incumbent on you as 
Gentlemen, and therein ſhew you that cou- 

| ſidered 
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ſidered as ſuch, you have a Calling , and ſo $ | 


free you of that reproach and miſery of being © 
- unprofitable burdens of the Earth , and : 


then evince to you alſo that that Calling is ſo Y** 


far from implying any thing of real toil or | 
uneaſineſs, that it 1s onely an Art of refining © 
and ſublemating your Pleaſures , rendring © 
them more guſtful and exquiſite, and ſo will © 
( if attended to ) make good to you inearn- 
eft your miſt aken pretence to 8 Life of ſen- 
ſuslity and delight, 
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Sz cr. |. 
Of Bufmeſs and Callings in 


general, | 


Z<p22=z E that by ſloth and improvidence 

*$, 1 diſfipates and conſumes that 
(9 Stock which is properly his own, 
= falls juſtly under the blunt Cen- 
ſure of Folly, and uſually under the ſharper 


ry 
F 


and more imarting Penance of Poverty and 
Want : Bur he that is but a deputed Manager, 
if he negleR his Depoſitum, is liable to a hea- 
vier weight both of Obloquy and Diſcipline. 
The weakneſs of the one may poſſibly meer 
with ſomewhat of pity ; but the falſeneſs and 
treachery of the other is the obje& of an unt- 
yerſal deteſtation, and is ofcentimes very ſe- 
yerely ſentenced by thoſe, who, if they would 
impartially reflet, would finde themſelves 
deeply involved in the ſame guilt, 

2, God hasplaced Mar inthe World, not 
asa Proprietary, but a Seward, he hath pac 
many excellent things into his poſſeſſion, bur 
theſe intruſt,ro be not onely kepc, but negotia- 
ted with,and by traffick improved to the ue = 

B the 
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the true owner ; Yet herein dealing as a moſt 
bountityl Maſter, by not onely promiſing3 
tranſcendeat Rewards ih the future to his tide? 
licy, but even annexing at the preſent (as to they 
Heifer that treadeth aut the Corn) a molt libe- 
ral ſubſiſtence, interweaving his Intereſt (0 
with his Duty, that the diſcharge of ir 1s hy 
onely means of being happy even in thy 
world. 

3. This certainly is the ſtate af mankind: 
in general; every (7 mean Rational) perſon 
having ſomething of this kinde intrulted t 
him , No man that hathunderſtanding, be that 
of a higher or lower {ize, but hath variety 0 
abilities of one ſort or other, and withall that 
aQuating power, which ſhould fer them © 
work, And then ſurely he that hath not bee 
excluded from the receits, mult not pretend at 
exemption from the disburſements, the tas 
but is under a {trift obligation of improving 
what be hath thus received, of bringing in 
fruit to the Granary, as well in grder to hi 
own account and joy in the audiring of the 
Harvelt, as alſo go, the glory of God frox 
whom alone he derives(and muſt ;mpute) bo 
the ſeed, and irrigation,and the yery increaſe, 
And he that on theſe grounds and accordingy; 
to theſe meaſures decently adminiſters his Pre 
vince, ſeduloufly attends his duty in this mat 
ter, will finde himſelt placed in ſuch an aRive 
ſtate of buſineſs, that he ſhall bave little cau 
to ſuſpect himielf negleRed, or A b 


Of Callings in General, 


S. 


58 GodandNarture, or placed in the world with - 
jt XS outa Calling, 8 

3 4. From whatisthus indiſpenſably required 
of all men, no one raxk, or individual of that 
co /Pectes can plead an immunity. And therefore 
"oY cill choſe whom Birth, Education and Wealth, 
and the common diale& of the world hath 
made known by the ſtile of Gent/emen, ſhall 
think fit co expunge the latcer part of thart tile 
and diſclaim the nature of men, as they are 
willing to do the duty, they mult certainly re- 
tra&t chis errour, and acknowledge they haye 
cheir ſhares in this common obligation. 

5. Nay, indeed if they could fo far imitate 
the Prince of the morning , as to ſucceed ro 
that rank which he was willing co leave, I 
| af canto aſcend above Humanity and aſſume 

WE che nature of Angels, yer even chither would 
"MY this purſue and overtake them. Among all the 
""F Orders of that divine Hierarchy they would 
> UE not finde one Patron or Preſident of Idlenefs. 
' WY For as the ſpirituality of their effe:ce renders 
Ethem more agile and ative, fo that aQtiviry 
oF is perpetually exerciſed in employing the di- 
oY vine abilities they have received, to theglory 
ale .f God the donor : and thatnot onely in bear- 
F ing a part in chat Celeſtial Quire which inceſ- 
PrC ſantly ſings his praiſes, but in che more labori- 
nary ous and fervile offices of being miaiſtring ſpi- 
tive rits, yea eyen to thoſe ro whom both in reipe&t 
wy of natureand innocence they are infinitely ſu- 
ab periour Andthisthey do with perteR alacrity 
uy ; | B 2 ard 
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and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt Z 
honour and dignity to be chus buſied. Their © 
regitive power over the World, faith Gerſon, s 3% 
not ſo ſuitable an ingredi, nt for a Magnificat of 2 
their compoſing, as that greater dignity of recer | 
wing and performing God's commands : An evi- 
dence how much the meaſures of honour differ 3** 
berween the Courtiers of Heaven, and Earth, 
the Inhabicants of that refined, and this groks ? 
Region. Thus then the proſpeGt lies before the; 
Gentleman : if he chooſe either to look leve 
on the ſame nature with himſelf, or dire& his 
eys upward on that of the glorious ſpirits that 
encompaſs Gods throne, he will not in allch 
Records of Earth or Heayen finde ever a P 
rent for ſloth, any Clauſe of Exemprion i 
this univerſal Law. 

6. Nay if this man in honour would bid fa 
well to his Birth-right, and become Like t/ 
beaits that periſh, Plal 49.20. if he could be 
content, in purſuit of this one fancied priyi 
lege of a Gentleman, to renounce all the re: 
ones of a man, and make Nebuchadnezzar 
puniſhment his option:yet neither the field nor 
forreſt could give him SanRuary, afford hi 
any number of aſſociates to aid,or but counte 
nance him in his mutiny againſt this divine d 
cree,they would rather be his tutors and mon 
rorsto + dn it, For what rank eyen of the mof 
ſavage animals is there, which we can indie 

the not employing thoſe faculties they ha 
received? Are they not generally in a perpe 
r 
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tual and regular motion to thoſe ends for 
| which they were created, in continual exer. 
$ciſe of thoſe polers with which they are en- 
Fdued? yea ſome of them with ſuch improve. 
Emencto all their neceſſary purpoſes, that ir 
Z hath raiſed a doubt whether they act by in- 
Iſtin& or reaſon, by fancy or judgment, Py 
\thagoras is diſcernably on their ſide ; 51 
r4fFotle that was leſs kinde to them, ſeems 
dy one ſaying to haye yielded the cauſe, when 
. of thoſe creatures Which, he ſaith, want reaſon, 
ie confeſſeth that fancy ſupplies its place.l need 
not take part inthis diſpute; whacloever their 
faculties or Talents are, none can doubt of 
heir uſe of them, or whether this their unin- 
errupted obedience to the Law of their Cre- 
ation reflects the proportionable glory on their 
eator. 
7. Todeſcend one degree lower yet ; The 
ery inanimate creatures afford their conſort 
o this divine harmony ; every one of them 
orm thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe 
pf all thoſe (not unaRtive) qualities God hath 
put into them. The $#x.hath receiveda power 
ff cheriſhing and enlivening terreſtrial bodies, 
and it folds notup itsrays, but communicates 
Sand diſpenſeth them freely. The Earth has 
Feceived a power of fructifying, giving ſap 
and verdure to that which grows upon it, and 
Sc withholds not that vital moiſture, bur like a 
,.Fcnder nurſe ſends it forth liberally to allthar 
xpe& nouriſhment from: her breaits, and ſa 
B 3 prQ- 
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proportionably to all other parts of this great'Y 
body. And that all this ſerves to illuſtrate the 7 | 
glory of that omnipotent wiſdom which hath ; 
placed them in this ſo excellent a ſubordine 


ction, is moſt viſible without the belp of a per. J 1 
ſpetive. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw theF a 
magnificence and regularity of Solomon's a 
Courc, ſhe brake out into an admiration of hf R 
wildom: And ſurely a far greater occaſion v bi 
miniſtred to all thoſe who contemplate the ad.Y w 
mirableorder of the[[niverſe, with all tranF'F of 
porcation of ſoul to magnifie and adore the ſe 
divine Diſpoſer of it, as we ſee frequently ex pu 
erplified to us in the ſublime Raptures of tht j« 
holy P/almiF, who never better approves bf m- 
right to be called the ſweet Singer of HraclY his 
than on this raviſhing Theme. act 

8. And now can it be fancied a privilege or 
and dignity, to be the one jarring fring lf wa 
this great Inſtrument ? to diſcompole this di wr 


vine melody, and become the onely unprotit De 
able uſeleſs part of the Creation? Shall tho thc 
whom God hath made little lower then the An cro 
gels, ſubdue and debaſe their natures bel che 
neath the yery loweſt rank of Creatures? and offe 
ſhall chis (not humble but) ſordid exinaniriogf Ex: 
be look*'d upon with reverence, courted as I 
preterment? This certainly is ſuch an abſury ſcar 
City, as wants nothing to its confutation, bu] neit 
meerly to be conſider'd : And therefore i ow! 
Gentlemen would bur ſoberly refle&, there\g clai 
kcele doubt but chey would reſign at on infa 
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at their claim, and their value of this fo de- 
he 7 faming a piece of honour, fo abaſing an exal. 
th 2 tation. 
+ 9g. Wecan let down our thoughts bur one 
er- & ſep lower, and that is into the bortomlefs pic , 
the and frum thence ſare none will deſire to ferch 
"48 a preſident; yet if he did, even that black 
hf Region could not afford it. For though it muſt 
n 83 be confeſſed, thoſe accxrſed ſpirits accord not 
al.Y with the former inſtances,in reſpect of the end 
nf-F of their a&tions, yet they do in the activity it 
che ſelf : theirs is a bufie ſtate, though to an ill 
er purpoſe: Saran goes ro and fro in the earth, 
the job 2.2. and be walks about ſeeking whom he 
5 bi may devoxr, 1 Pet.5.12. Yea he employs all 
acl bis faculties too, makesdiligent uſe of all that 
acuteneſsand dexterity which either his nature 
leg or experience have furniſhed him with, to- 
g 1 wards that end he purſues. So that it were a 
dif wronging, a calumniating even of the very 
ofitY Devil, ro charge him with idleneſs : which 
hole though ic be a fin which yields him ſuch liberal 
Ar crops, that he may well ſeek both to plant and 
| be& cheriſh ic_in humane nature, yet he cannot 
an offer ſuch violence to his own, as to become an 
rio Example of it, 
as 10. We may hence make a meaſure, how 
bſurff ſcandalous reproachfull a thing thisis, which 
- buff neither Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it ſelf will 
re Y own, bur is like an illegitimate birth , dif- 
erelf claimed by all, How unreaſonable, nay how 
ond infamous will ic then be, for thoſe to take up 
thei B 4 this 
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this expoſed brat, to folter this yice in their 
boſomes, who have of all others the greate{ * 
and moſt particular obligation to detelt it, a Þ 
. having received the molt of thoſe Talent? 
which engaged them to aCtion ? And that ſuch] 
is the Gentlemans condirion a ſlight inſpeRion 


will ſerve to demonſtrate. 


Ss cr. II, 
Of Varieties of Callings, 


I. Ow ſince the univerſal obligatior 
N which 1s incumbent upon all, ar 
renders it ſtri&t duty to have 
Calling, re\ts upon this undeniab 
ground, That all men haye received from G 
ſome abilities to aftuate, ſome Talentsto im 
prove; it follows by all Laws of inference 
that thoſe who have received the moſt of theſe 
can of all others the leaſt reaſonably preren 
roan Exemption, but mult on the contrary h 
acknowledged under the conſtraint of th 
ſtronger and more numerous ties, the gen 
duty which herein lies upon all, ex:ending at 
ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral Brancbes, accord 
ingto thequality and proportion of mens: 
aaa 
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2, Henceir comes to pals, that mens Ca/- 
lings and imployments become ſo yarious, not 
onely by the free choices of the ſeveral men, 
but even by the direRtion and aſlignation of 
God and Nature, becauſe one man is furniſhed 
with an ability, which qualifies him for one 
ſort of calling, another 1s by his dittin&t pro- 
priety markt out for another. And hence alſo 


& itis, that thoſe callings, which are diitint 


in ſeveral perſons, may come to be united in 
one man, becauſe the everal abilities, which 
conſtitute thoſe Calings, concurring in him, 
the duties muſt by unavoidable contlequence 
do ſoalſo. This is in ſome degree obſervable 
in molt men, who beſides the gezeral powers 
common to mankinde, do receive ſome pecu- 
liar in order to ſome ſpecial end,and ſoare ob- 
liged not onely to thoſe Exerciſes which be= 
long indifferently to their whole /pecies, bur 
to thoſealſo for which they are individually 
qualified. Thus thoſe whom God hath called 
to Chriftianity, are by that impowred for 
thoſe performances which that holy profeſlion 
exact, and ſo haye the calling of Chriffians 
ſuperadded to the other, which either natural 
or civil obligation had {aid upon them, ſo 
that the ſame man may have various callings, 
1n relation to his differing capacities, un- 
leſs as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls into the 
vegetative, the animal, and the rational, which 
in {triter ſpeaking may be ſaid to be onely di- 
yers operations "of the ſame ſoul, ſo in 
rrut 
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truth what we term ſeyeral callings, be but the® 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it ſelf inty 
the ſeveral faculties of the perſon, | 

3. I need not attempt to evincetheimpro-F ; 
priety of the phraſe, *cwill ſerve my end as; 
well that they pals for ſeveral, and the appli- 
cation I ſhall make of it, is to thew thoſe who 
are unwilling to hear of any Calling at all,that XZ 
they have obligations indiſpenſable to more j 
than one, They haye what ever can belong to 
them as men, they have alſo what belongs to 
them as Chriftians , ard they have alſo a pecu. 
liar addition appertaining to them as Gentle 
mer, that is by interpretation, thoſe who are 
diſtinguiſhed trom the vulgar, not onely by 
empty names and airy titles, but by real dona- 
tives, diſtribured to them by God, as ſo many 
diſtin& adyantages, fertile and prolifical abili- 
ries, towards the bringing him in his expected 
harreſt of honour and glory. 

4. It is too much to be doubted, many of 
them may need admonition concerning the 
two former of theſe callings, the duties even 
of men, much more of Chriſtians being ſo 
far worn out of praftice, that they feem 
to be out of memory too, or if they be at all 
reflected on , *cis with the ſame ſcorn that 
the antiquated habits of our forefathers are, 
as things fit onely to dreſs a man up an objet 
of laughter and derifion. Burt this would 
be too vaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuperſe- 
ded by the many pious labours of others. M 


purpoſe 


Varicties of Cal lings % 


2 purpoſe therefore is not to treat at all of them, 
| otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be linked 
$ and interwoven, as in many particulars they 
# are, with the third, that of the Gentleman. 


5. And here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, 


2 to require them to become either Husbandmen 
# or Mechanicks : my whole Deſign is founded 
# in their diltintion from theſe, namely , in 


thoſe things, wherein either in kinde or degree 
they excell chem, That many ſuch things there 
are, they will need no Monitor at another 
time, whenthe Queſtion is onely of the Re- 
verefce and ReſpeR due from ſuch their Infe- 
riors : In ſuch caſes every one can make large 
Scrolls and Catalogues (Written,like Ezekze!'s 
Roll, within and without ) of his Advantages 
and Prerogatives, and ſtretch them to the ex- 
ating the very laſt mite of Tribute they can 
poſlibly pretend to. Bur ler them remember, 
that God is as jealous of his Honour, asthey 
can be of their own: and therefore as they 
make thoſe Pre-eminences, in{truments of at- 
tracing Glory from thoſe below them, ſo they 
muſt alſo of reyerberaring and returning tt 
home to that divine Power above them, who 
teltowed them to that end, and will not final- 
ly tedeluded , bur if they will diſappoint his 
primary intention, that of having his Grace 
slorihed in their faithfull managery of thoſe 
Talents, they ſhall not be able to defeat his 
ſecondary, that of having his 7##tice m_ 
Nug 
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vified in the fatal doom of ſuch ſlorhfal ſer 
vants; if they will envy him the more agree. 
able ſatisfation of beſtowing Rewards, they * 
cannot defraud him of that (though inferiour) | 
of executing vengeance, 
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The Particulars of the Gen- 
tleman's eA advantages A- 
bove others, 


I ſhall deſcend to particularize 

thoſe Advantages , by which 
are ſevered and diſcriminated from 
the vulgar, and which conſequently by being 
peculiar to them, deyolye on them an obliga- 
tion of a 4/#in# Duty, And here 1 ſhall be 
carefull to preyent-diſpute, and therefore take 
in none but what are ſo obvious, as to be uni- 
verſally acknowledged ; and then haying my 
premiſſes granted, I ſhall hope they will not 
betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, asto re- 

fiſt or diſclaim the Concluſien. 

2, I begin with that Advantage which they 
are 


I, B: to dwell no longer on Generals, 


Gentlemen's . Advantages. 
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are carhieſt poſleſt of, that of an ingenuous 


3 and refined Edxcation ; of which, I hope none 
2 thac hath had it, will ſo far confute the Efficacy, 
AY as codeſpiſe and underyalue it. What the Apo- 


ſtle urges ina higher Argument, Kom.9. may 
be appliable here. Mens mindsare naturally of 
the ſame Clay; Edxcation is the Potrers hand 
and wheel that forms them into Veſſels of ho 
nor or diſhonor. And though experience ſhews 
us, it is too poſlible tor Men to deface thoſe 
nobler Impreſſions which chey have thus re- 
ceived, yer that makes it not ceaſe to be init 
ſelf a moſt eſtimable Bleſling, any more than 
that excellency of Gods Image wherein Man 
was created, could be defaced by his Fall. It 
is certain, thereis no Humane means more ef- 
feRtual rowards the refining and ſharpning 
Mens intelle&s,giving them an edge and quick- 
neſs; and that the more, becauſe it takes them 
inthat age wherein their faculties are, as their 
joynts, pliant and tractable, and fo capable 
of being by exerciſe improved into great de- 
grees, both of ſtrength and aRtivity, Thu Ad- 
vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the 
expertofulneks of ſuch a breeding ſets ic be- 
yond their reach: The indigence of whoſe 
condition , doth on the contrary determine 
their purſuits to that onely, which may bring 
them in a ſubſiſtence, faſters them to the Shop 
or Plough, and ſo leaves their mindes unculti- 
vated and unaptfor thoſe more excellent pro- 
duRions which the happier /»#irntion of Gen. 

| $5 rlemen 
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temen enable them for ; as we ſee it obſervetY *! 

by the wiſe man, Eccls.38.25. to theend of A 

that Chaprer, 3© 
3. Alecond Adyantage is that of Wealth, 

whichro Gentlemen feems to be, as it were, 

rained down from the Clouds, both in reſpet 

of the plenty and the eaſinels of irs acquiſe 

tion. Fair Patrimonies, large Inherirarces dey 

ſcendon them withont one drop of their ſweat, of 

one minures toil or ſolicitude, as if they were 

the undoubred Heirs of the 1/raelites Bleſ 

fings, Succeſſors in'their Canaan, who were tc 

poſſeſs Honſes full of all good — Which the 

filled net, and Wells digged which they dioge 

not, Vineyards aud Olive-trees Whith they plant 

ed not, asitisDext.6.11. The Poecthath pla 

ced it in the front of his Inventory, the prime 

ingredient in the compleateſt feliciry of thi 

life, Res non parta labore ſed relifta: wheres 

onthe other lide the lower rank of Men ferc 

their meer neceſſaries out of rhe Earth, whic 

being, as it were, hardned and petrified þ | 

Aadaw's (mn, mult be mollified and fuppled wit 

their fwear, before it will become penetrabl 

will not yield them food, bur gives then alſo1 

portion of forrow with it; They muſt Grſt be 

rorn with thoſe Thorns and Briars which cc 

ver her ſurface, before they can fetch nourif 

ment out of her Bowels ; they muſt buy their 

Bread with their ſweat, as if they had ingroſfe 

the penalty of their firſt Fathers fin, whileliif 

, Gemtlemen ſweat onely by the engagement of 

4 cheir 


Geutlemens Advantages. 
F their ſorts, or by the direQtion of che Phy- 
A /cian, to digeſt their fulneſs of Bread, Which 
Zevery one mult confeſs a ſufficient inequa- 
J licy. 
| 4 A third is that of Time. This depends 
by way of conſequence on the former. For 
God having made ſuch liberal proviſions for 
Fthem, thus prevented them with che Bleflings 
J of his Goodneſs, they can have no need to 
employ their time to gain that, whetewith 
they already abound , and ſo being exempted 
from that one devouring expenſe of ic, have 
a great ſtock to beſtow on other more excel- 
ent purpoſes : whereas the poor Man hath 
carce any yacant minute, or ſuch as he can call 
his own. They are all foreſtalled by choſe 


* . Woreſling neceſlicies which lie unremoyable up- 


pn him. His day-bours are challenged by his 
abour, his nights by his relt'; and the ſatisfy- 
ng of theſe Claims fo neceſſary, that his own 
upport, perhaps that alſo of a numerous fa- 
mily depends upon it; and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So that if Time 
de to be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly 
is, hereis a ſecond forc of Poverty to which 
Meis expoſed as a reſult of the former, and 
nother manifeſt inequality between him and 
he Gentleman, 
5. A fourth isthat of Anthoriry, by which 
WM mean not that which belongs to choſe which 
xre adyanced to Publick Office, for that being 
iar tro ſome few onely, will nat bear 2 
diſtiat 


— 
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diſtin& part in my preſent conſideration : but 
] underitand by ic that more private influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that? 
are their Dependents. And this alſo may be 
reckoned an effe&t of the former,their Wealth 
For in proportion to that, the number of Ser 
vants, Tenants, and Penſioners, (yea, perhaps 
of Friends too) is to be meaſured. And ove 
all theſe they have ſomewhat (thoughnot df 
abſolute deſpotical dominion , yet) of ſw 
and prevalency. Onthe other (ide, the pod 
Mans authority is bounded within the narre 
circuit of hislittle cottage, being in effect 
other than the propagation ot that Powe 
Nature hath given him over his own body, 
thoſe Branches which ſpring from it, his C 
dren; andto that Cien which is ingrafted it 
toit,his Wife. Andif he ſhall but peep out 
this lictle Principality, attempt to inlargel 
Terri:ories, and preſcribe to any Forreigne 
he will ſoon be taught how little his power 
acknowledged, and conſequently how gre 
a diſtance he ſtands in this particular alſo frc 
the Gentleman. 

6. The fifth is that of Reputation 7 
E fteem, which, as the World goes,is a ſhade 
that waits onely on the greater Bodies. W 
and Honor are the things that render 
perſon conſiderable amongſt Men, prepaſife 
them with an aptneſs to embrace his DictareÞ: 
to conſider his Counſels, to tranſcribe | 
Copies, And though now it often falls our las 
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unjuſt meaſure, yet perhaps ic may 
| papa wi Oc ul. os if wy Loney did 
$. 14% 0 yantages Ve,t 
Wake their Mindes as rich as their Je—_ 
bis his were hut theirdue. And jprakigs if i - be 


fans Paeaty a an can _ big 


OE le of the wiſclt of Men, thac 


41; wiſders ied, E 

obared and ſcored 7 $a a 
WF ſeeins the Face of ac js infeRtiqus, and caſts 
neÞepc {h ypon the molt eſtimable chings that 
ababic wich ic. The worlds ſo. full of in- 
poces of this truth, that we nee go no higher 

en our own tunes, Bur if 'we ſhould look 
we may finde 0ne 4s ancient as a Foo 


experimented th 
| && of Proſperity gnd Adyerſity. While he 
as in a flouriſhing condition Men gave ear 
o him, and waited aud bept flence ay | 
ff. as Fords, they fpake not agen, = 
$ þaccb. ae them, fob 2:9.21,22. But 
a the next we hnge the Scene que 


d chi reverenged aa adprnd per- 
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ſon is become a ſong and a by-word to the baſ 
of mes, 1 ſhall readily acknowledge this in- 
jurious treating of the poor to be a great Bar 
bariſm. Bur rhough there can nothing bes 
ferred from it as de jure, yer its being ſo 
fatto, proves all I am about to aſſerc, vi 
The preat unevenneſs that is (in this inſtanc 
as well as the former) between Geatlemenail 
their Inferiours. pp 

7. Having given this Schedule of anden 
able Priviledges they enjoy, 1 ſhall, before 
proceed farther, beſeech them here to mak 
ſtand, and ſoberly to conſider whether it 
imaginable, that God hath pur ſo many exc: 
lent Inſtruments of Aion int theis har 
onely to' make them leſs aRve. That were 
accuſe the Divine Wiſdom of ſuch an unskill 
kind of managery , as the ſhalloweſt Huma 
Providence falls notunder. Will any of the 
be arthe care and expenſe to furniſh a Serv 
with all Materials and Urtenſils for work, wi 
no other deſign, but that he may ſpend 
time either in ſleep or riot ? If they will not, 
ſhall ask how they would like a Seryant t| 
ſhould ſo abfurdly pervert their intention 
And according to the anſwer they giyeto tt 
leaye them to conclude of thetr own accept 
bleneſs with their great Maſter , who 
onely in a fingle inſtance, but in an habi 
courſe behaye themſelyes as fterouſly, 
cannot ſee how ſuch a refleCtion, if made wi 


any ſeriouſneſs , cag mils of being attend} 


F. 
” 
Is1 | 
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with a ſevere ſelf-condefnnation. And then 
that being ſo proper a þ4ſ62 and ground-work, 
ſhould me thinks by-a kinde, even of natural 
energy, invite them to ſuperſtrut on it more 
Noble and Chriſtian purpoſes , that they. who 
are ſo apt to expeRt Adoration from others, 

ſo willing to be Idolized, may not yet any 
longer- be willing to be indeed Idols (have 


months and ſpeak, not, &c. Pſal.135.as many 


unaQive powers, as thoſehaye Organs ) bur 
may rather aſpire to ſome degree of eſem- 
blance to that Divine Eſſence, whoſe opera- 
tions are as Inceſſant ,as Excellent, and by an 
unintertmitted Induſtry in employing thoſe 


advantages God hath'pur into their hands, an- 
fre his deſign in deltowing _— 
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The Branches L his Cal 
Founded 4 mt 
vantage , Cele 0 Elk 
Ton . mar 


| to hen fici 
y. evident Genelemas hath 
35 thy zi is 00 onable FU ac 
and ſhew whar thar is. And of this the grout 
hath already been laid inthe laſt Sefton by tl 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Advantages | 
= wy which being thoſe Talents commit 
ted to his managery, his Calling will be chant 
moſt exaRtly anaromized and di a — incaſÞec 
its parts, by unfolding choſe ſeveral Brarichelif 
of his Receits, and — what impro 1 
ments each of them is capable of, rn 
many diſtinQ Limbs make up the entire 
of his Calling, 
. 2. This 1 ſhalldo, not onely inthe gro 
* but feverall ;throughevery one of chem, 
ſhall rake the liberty of doing it with the a 
dition of a double reflexion , the one on t 


” —o— . _- 


| __ idoandoge of Education; | as 
ind--ſaricfaion that will infallibly arcend the 
rigs "LESSE 
"he qo with tncof their Education, 
part whereof commonly- com- 
Nence 0 ti elparche ft Beercic of their 
= teaſon. It is ſo creditable © thing to have 
dren put into anearly murcure, thay there 
« fre Parents ſo careleſs of their own repu- 
1-Facion, as to neglecir, but do either by them- 
elves,qr ſome others, to whom they aſſignthe 
| Ss , put them under-ſucha D/cipline as 
may bre their natural rudeneſs &-ſtubborn- 
, mould them- into ſome form of Ci- 
_ and teach chem chat firſt Fundamental: 
Je: on- of: Obedience, on which all futnre In- 
ions muſt he buile. And this is an huge 
Jvantage, not only towards the ſudceeding 
of Education, but towards the regula- 


q of the whole life, For by havng ti 


> a © 
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paſſions thus checked and b 

eÞccome more tame and governableever after. 

- — part of Education, is Ersdition and 
tion, and under a Succeſfion of this 
hey are for many years. Scarce any that 
ns the name of Gentlemas, but willcom- 
nit his Fon tothe care of ſome Tutor, either 
t home orabroad, who at firſt inſtillsthoſe 
Ludiments, proper to their tenderer years, 

id as Age matures their parts, ſoadyances 
is Eectures, till he have letthem in to thoſe 
pacious Fields of Learning,which will afford 


- x00 m6 This is thar 
Tree 
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did by ſad and coſtly experience, but by fair 
and ſafe intuitions, and may well be looked on 
as a principal plant in that- Parade, wherei 
God hath placed this rank of Men. 

4. Theſe two parts of Education united, 
qualify a man for many excellent purpoſes 
It will be impoſlible to enumerate all, becauſe 
a- minde thus ſubdued and culrivated, muſt yet 
owe the opportunities of many aQions to ou 
ward circumſtances and occaſions, which 
ing various and accidental, can with no cer 
rainty be brought into the account. Bur al 
ſtracting from theſe, there are divers more i 
rrinſick benefits, which nothing but a M 

- ſelf can fruſtrate ; and thoſe alone I ſhall i 
ſiſt on, | - 

5. Firſt,a Man thus Educated is better p 
pared to reſiſt all Errors that may inyade hi 
Underſtanding : his diſcerning Faculty is mort 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround 
Propoſition, and diſcover the infirm and fe 
ble parts ; and ſo is not to be impoſed upe 
by ſuch (light Sophiſms, as captivate: whok 
herds of the vulgar. This Advantage;'it 
apparent he hath, and it is his duty to mgke 
ule of ir, to examine cautiouſly the ground] *' 
of an_Opinion, before he give up his aſſent} 
it, and not to betray his Reaſon, either t 
his Sloth, by negleRing to give ic a compete 
diſcuſfion ; or to his Intereſt , by, eleRing] 6 

EOS Tenad 
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Tenents rather by their proficableneſs then 
their truth,” 'This certainly is the leaſt that is 
ſuppoſable to' be required of them in this par- 
ticular, and ſure it is ſo moderate an injuacti- 
on, as the moſt mutinous humour can have no 
temptation to quarrel. at. For who could 
think him a ſevere impoſer, who having fur. 
niſhed « man with alight to direR him through 
ſomedark paſſage , ſhould onely require him 
not to blow it out ? 

6. And as he hath this Adyantage in reſpet 
of his Underſta»ding, ſo hath he,in the ſecond 
place, in relation to his Wi// : which though 
it be a free faculty , and conſequently cannot 
be forcibly determined to any thing, yer it is 
capable of perſwaſions and inducements, and 
is uſually bended and inclined by them.. It muſt 
therefore be a fair ſtep rowards the reQtifying * 
of the Will, when the intelle& is Rtored with 
Arguments and Incentives to goodneſs. And 


Y this Learning muſt be ſappoſed to provide for, 


unleſs we will exclude out of the Scheme, both 
Morality and Divinity, for each of choſe will 
yield variety of ſuch Arguments, Aorality 


J will preſent Virtue as perfetly amiable in ic 
wy {elf,and fo fir to be embraced for irs own ſake; 


J and not onely fo, but alſo as highly profitable 


and adyantageous to us , as being chat which 
giresthe ſublimeſt perfeRtion to our Natures, 
ſweetelt reſt & tranquillity to our Mindes , 
and in a word, a full ſatisfaQtion to all our Ra- 
tional Appetites. . Divinity confirms all: this, 
_ G4 and 


LL 


— 7 


in another world, ' And theſe ſurely are ſug 
ugg alleftives, as are yery proper to 
the Will. co chuſe what appears thus 
cellent, thus deſirable, provided they be jul 
.repreſented co it. And the going char, th 
preſſing theſe motives home upon the Wik 
ani that in refutation of all the contrary 6 
ceiveable pretenſions of vice, is the firſt part 
their obligation. ' Put then there izallo a 
cond, and that is, that they permic themſel 
to be perſwaded by fuch efficacious argumer 
and actually eoaform their wills to theſe < 
faces of their underſtanding, that is, that th 
really and effeRively be ſuch men, as their ec 
cation direQts and requires them to be : Whic 
being the work oftheir Wills, *ewill be ab 
ro plead impoſſibility or infirmity, ſince * 
manifeſt 5 Longer redeng Foyer way ict 
degree of liberty, as ſerves in all other inſt 
ces to denominare a man a free agent, and ſuc 
as all puniſhments and rewards both diy 
and-hamane are founded on, 
7. A third advantage is in relatioato hi 
Aﬀeftions,whichbeing the inferiour and mon 
. and aſluming, that they are yery apt couſur 
. the dominion:over the nobler facukies , 
where they gain it, the event is 
-to what we ſce in Seates, whert the coma 
people have wreſted che Sceprer, all is puc 
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: Mdxiantage of Education, | 
tonfulion. Now that which may prevent theſe 
&iyil þroilsin the foul, and ſecure thegovern. 
ment T0 the proper Soyeraign, may well be 
reputed an adyantage. And to this, aething 
.mecrly humane is more conducing thea & dw- 
gaciow. For firlt, that early diſcipline which 
we preſumed, one part of it puts a bridle in the 
mouths of theſe head-{trong paſſions, which by 
many repeated aRs of reltraint arlaſt forgec 
their naciye ferity, and become mote calm and 
txatable. Put chen Eruditioncompleats this 
conqueſt , backs this ynruly beaſt, and þy a 
dextrous managery not only reſtrains, buc 

des him, and makeshim ferys to many uſe- 

full purpoſes , renders theſe mutinous Rebels 

not only captivated (layes, but good Subjects, 

obedient to the laws of Reaſon. All this Edu- 

cation is of ic ſelf aptly diſpoſed to de, if men 

will nor take the Beaſts part againſt ic, encou- 

rage him tO plunge, till. he have thrown the 

Rider. And all that is in this particular requt- 

red. of them, is bur to hold faſt choſe reins thac 

are thes put jnro their hands , ro keep: their 

Aﬀectons in ſuch a juſt ſfubjeftion, thac they 

yl may receive,notgivelaws. Thus we {ee the in- 

nor} fluence which Education hath on #ll theeſken+ 

tial, parts of a mans mind. And were it here fo 

immured and cloſed up, that it could make no 

ſales « all thence , did the _ —_— 
Feece, ingroks all this precious dew , yet whi 

ol that: received fuch liberal infuſions, ic would 

nga ye bens maniac 
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ſiderable advantage, But it is indeed impofſibk 
it ſhould be ſo confin'd ; forif it be permicted 
to make theſe impreſſions within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the cir- 
cumference, ſocertainly will it extend and ma- 
nifeſt ir ſelf in che more viſible effects , all th 
products and emanations of a mind thus regu. 
laced will own their original, bear the Image 
of their parent. 

8. And firſt his Behaviowr will be affal 
and civil,not inſolent & imperious , as oneth 
knows Humaniry and Gentleneſs is a con 
mon debt to mankind, and therefore will not 
think fir to contraR or dam up his civility int; 
ſo narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſwell intt 
complement, and mean flattery towards thok 
above, and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend « 
thoſe beneath him ; but diſperſe its ſtreams { 
that all channels may be filled with ir, *Ti 
true, the depth of ſome will require a greate 
proportion to that filling, then others 
there *cis not to be doubted but he may | 
more liberal, onely in the mean time the fh 
lower are not to remain dry.Let the inequal 
be ſuch as proceeds only from the capacities « 
the SubjeRs, not from the partiality of the 
Agent, and hepreyaricatesno part of his duty 
in this matter. 

9. Secondly, his Words will be temperate; 
and decent , the produGt of judgement, noto 
rage. For he that hath calmed his paſſiot 
hath nothing to betray him to raſh, angry, « 


, — 
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rude language : this isa foam which is caſt up 
onley by the billows of a turbulent tempeſtu- 


ous mind; and can never be the iſſues of a ſerene 


it compoſed temper. To this it is but proportion- 


able, that they be alſo weighty and material. 
A wiſe mans words, ſaith the Son of Sirach,are 
weighed in the ballance , and therefore he that 


FF bath improved his Education to that pitch 


of proficiency , will ſurely look his diſcourſe 


Xs be ſuch , as may agſwer that charaRer , which 


muſt ar the Jeaſt ſuppoſe it to have ſomething 
of ſolidity , no man eyer attempting to put 
© froth and bubbles into the ſcales. And not 
'F onely ſo; but it muſt alſo preſume it ro have 


ow ſomething of uſe and yalue : for, who ever 


W cakes pains to weigh what for its uſeleſneſs and 
meanneſs he intends to calt out as refuſe ? And 
both theſe qualifications are very eſſential 
parts of a Gentlemans dialed, the one oppoſed 
"co light and fooliſh , the other to unſeaſonable 
diſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing of 
weight ( unleſs it be that of a burden to the 
hearers) ſo the other can bave nothing of uſe, 
nor conſequently of worth, that being to be 
"2 meaſured by the aptneſs of it to the perſons 
I co whom it is addrefſed. It ſhould be the en- 
Edeavour of thoſe whom God hath endued with 
knowledge , to convey as much ot benefit and 
WF inltru&tion to others as they can : in order 
"I whereunto *tis neceſſary they adapt their 


only ſpeech ro the capacities of thoſe they treat 


Ny wich , otherwiſe let them diſcourſe never & 
le 2p 
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- elaborately, they; will rather confound th 
edify, and appear to affe&.moretg boaſt, them, 
communicare.their knowl | 

10 Laſtly, his Employmenrs will be worthy, 
and ingenuous. A Man that hath this 5#ard 
Nobility of Mind ſuperadded. co that of hi 
Birth, will abhor to buſie himſelf viciouſly ag 
impertinently , he hath thoſe qualificationg, 
which render him. uſeful, and be muſt give 
himſelf choſe Exerciſes, whereby he may be. 
come the molt eminently ſo. If by juſt autho» 
rity; he be aſligned to any publickcharge, he jg 
to embrace it cheerfully ; not a as prize eith 
to Ambition or Covetoulſneſs, bur as. an op» 
portunity of Virtue; a ſphere wherein | 
may move the moſt vigorouſly inthe ſervi 
of God, and his Country. But this hapniy 
but to few, it is neceſſary he have ſome c 
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reſerve ofaRtion. And luch lurely, he that i | i 


duſtrioufly defignes it, cannot want ; where 
though perhaps bis influence will not be 
general as in that, yer it may fall yery auſpio 


ouſly on many. And when all thoſe acc fon 


are exhauſted roo, whenall direc operatic 
are at a ſtand, he may yetberake him tat 
reflex'd, imploy his aCtivity upon hi 


which will alwayes remain a proper obze& offi; - 


his Induſtry, he being, though a rich, yet fi 
fuch an improyeable-ſoil , as will incow 


and reward his Husbandry, though never follare 


ofren repeated And now I ſhall preſume i 
apparent, That Educarien is a moſt eſtimab 
| Treaſure, 
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Treare, a precious Mine char contains ;ſo 

many. -rich veins, O, why ſhould any that 

ic, ſuffer themſelyes to be poor, meerly 

jar” want of diligence. .in digging - out -the 
ore! 

11. -And would to God that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, ſuch as none were concerned 
in. -But:chey that look.on the Manners of 
many 'that have had this Lappy Inſtirution, 
will finde too. great cauſe to wonder and be- 
wail, that ſo hopeful a Seeds-time ſhoutdpro- 
duce ſo ſlender, nay. 0. degeneratea Crop ; 
As if 7obs curſe were herecxemplitied, feb 31. 

6, Tap to'groW in ſtead of Wheat , and 
ookle im ſtead of Barly. Platarch tells us 

ff a nice. frozen in the midſt of a Kiver, that 
xecame. audible. by the thaw, and applies it to 
pral- Precepts taught in youth, 'but altuared 

by age. The Simile ſpeaks him to hayelived 
tumes :for in theſe, the yoice diffolyes 

high Ic, Ice, leaves not-o-muchas an Eccho 

* Niidchiad.ic. Men now make itthe buſineſs of their 
_ per years, to unravel not the follies, but the 
»-of their youth : no ſooner arethey 

t from. ander | = Diſcjpline- of others, buc 

firſt. a of ic they exerciſe, is upon choſe 

_ vr walled way have been inſtilled into-them. 
mn ſuch ſevere Li&exs, tharcbe 

0n-js:0gag and: bind them, de- 

Fe _—_ borh. of youce and motion. - Nor 

mm ordinarily atizhed wich this buras if 
y Iared they would, Like-4mpetient Cap" 


eyes, 


=. 
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tives, watch ſome adyantage to break loo 
again, their final doom is Oftraciſme, theya 
their Linage ; altſober Counſels derived fre 
them are utterly expulſt , ſo totally raſede 
of their minds, that not the lealt footliex 
them remain. And all this under the name 
Pedantry, a title, which it is probable the 
great averſnes to their Teachers fi 
them , as the moſt patherick reproach , a 
= meant now to be reyenged on | 
and Tutor together, for attempting to m; 
them wiſe againſt their wills. 

12, And now when the Root is thus ſtoc 
up, there is little expeRation of Fruit, 
therfore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fc 
mentioned effe&ts of Education, will ben 
diſappointed, then Chriſt ſeemed 7obe by 
Fig-tree, That, though frasrle/s, yer aff 
leaves : but here we are not to hope fc 


much, no ſign that ever there was ſuch a pl (, 
in the ſoil, Lut us briefly review thoſe(el cy 
rals, and fee what of them is ordinarily tc 
met with, thi 
13. And firſt for the reſiſting of Errors, if th; 
uſually finde Gentlemen no Heroes in of ate 
point : their Vnderſtandings are as pliant, the 
ſeducible, as thoſe who never had cheir mai he 
of fortifying them. And if they do indeed} mo 
je&t Errors, it is commonly by the ſame con 
gine, wherewith they caſt off Truth, viz tyÞ fro 
inconfideration of both, as not being ableF-diſt 
endure ſo much ſeriouſneſs and intentionf may 
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minde, as may ferye to enter them of any opi- 
nion. They have tranſplanted their diſcerning 
faculty' from their Intelle& cotheir Senſes, and 
find it there ſo full, ſo inceſſant imploymentr, 
that it can never be at leiſure to revert to 
Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can diſcern ex- 
aQly the moſt minute error in their garment, 
hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the Laws 
of the Mode, are moſt exquiſite Judges in all 
that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and ca they 
ever think fit totrouble their heads(whole leait 
Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed ):+ with 
abſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found our ſo 
much a more eaſie exerciſe of their faculties? 
If any ſhall think this character partakes of 
the Satyre, I ſhall beſeech him to compare it 
with the crue ſtate of our youngGa/lants in this 
point, and then upon the ſame account that 
cold and ſcanty praiſes go for detraRion, I 
ſhall expeR this very imperfeR and partial ac- 
cuſation may paſs for a Panegyrick. 

14. Next for the regulation of their Wills, 
that adyantage depends fo much on theformer, 
that of their Underſtandings, that what evacu- 
ates that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed ro doe 
the ſame for thisalſo. Ir' is not imaginable thar 
he who hath defaced all his principles,wherher 

uy moral or divine, or at lealt neyer revolves or 

Jy conſiders them , ſhould receive any influence 

- WH from! them, \fince they operate not but by a 
org diſtin application. And here ſhould 1 ask 
many Gentlemen, when they cyer ſo much as 

—_—_—_ i -. ww 
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attempted any thing of this ſort, I fear they 
would be forced to quarrel at the incivjlity of 
the queſtion, to eyade the neceſſity of anſwer 
jng-:t.. Bur God knows their ations ſpeak 
to0foud , that their buſineſs is tro obey , na 
preſcribe; to fulfil, not regulate their Wille, 
Nay indeed 'tis too frequent, that inſtead of 
conforming their wills cotheir principles, they 
model aad cransform their principles to their 
wills #hexein verifying Ariftotles obſervation, 
that Pleaſures are corraptive of Principle, 
And {6 by this one arc of inverſion, the face of 
things is: quite chavged ; Virtue which. their 
books repreſented to them as lovely. and bg. 
nourable, is now thought to have gained the 
luſtze;oncly by the flattery and varniſh of the 
painters, and ſo is decried as the moſt unamiz 
ble, deſpicable creature : and on the other fide, 
allthe contrary vices are taken from under cha 
black veil ,, Philoſophers or Divines have py 

upon them, and are furbiſhed and trimm'd u; 

Ktto pen view,asthe moſt ſplendid, gloriot 

things, the moſt adprning accompli nts of 
4 Gr lemay. 
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| 35 ; And toſecure this tranſmutation, thit 
God himſelf;muſt have his partiin it, be con jy; 
cluded co-haye been. allthis while miſrepreſery ,,.. 
xcd.inthoſe charaftereg? 7 aric god Joftiah =" 
hisword bas made of him, andeo have lard « T4f 
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ſome melancholy Rec/zſes, who would then 
envioully impoſe thoſe bands upon others, 
wherewith they had fooliſhly fercer'd rhem- 
ſelves; that God is more indulgent to Mens ap- 
petites, which they may fatiate here, as they 
pleaſe, without thoſe ſuture dangers Preach- 
ers fright them with? That this is the new 
Gentile Dwvinty , we need not appeal to Mens 
lives, their words openly proclaiming ir, not 
without much ſcorn and contempt of*theix 
eaſie ſimplicity , who govern themſelves by 
the other. Yer as if this would nor ſufficiently 
provide for impiety, as-if they were conſcious 
of chat abſurdity, which indeed there is in de- 
fining God an abettour and favourer of vice, 
many have advanced a ſtep higher taking a 
more compendious courſe, and ſince they can- 
not bring God over totheir party, make him 
ſuch as will ſerve their curn, will unmake him, 
by becoming flat Atheiſts. Of this there are 
to0 too many inſtances, and *tis ro be feared 
will be many more, whilſt coall other ſenſual 
allurements that opinion makes to its Proſe- 
lytes,this is added, hart it is become a c#earrable 
thing , the badge and ſignature of a modern 
Wit, thus to be one of Davias fools, in laying 
there is no God. 

16 In the next place, let us deſcend to the 
Aﬀeltions, and ſee what effeR3 of their eda- 
cation is diſcernible there. And truly chat 
yl ſeems to be no other, then what is obſervable 
/x of a dam; pur to intereept.che courſe of ſome 
co | D rapt4 
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rapid ſtream , which ſo ſoon as it is either re- 
moved or born down , the torrent guſhg 
with ſo much the greater violence, tor hav 
had that oppoſition : ſohere, when the re 
{traints, which bridled their minority, are tz 
ken off, their paſſions ſwell to a higher degree 
of impetuoſity, they ceaſe to be boyes & men 
rogether, the man is diſmounted, looſes the 
reins, and isdragg'd whither the fury of the 
beaſt directs. A ſad change, yet daily toy 
viſible in many: for alas what is more ordinary 
then to ſee Gentlemen , under the dominion 
theſe brutiſh appetices? ſometimes tranſpo 
ed by a Raye to the greateſt Undecencies, na 
Dangers ; ſometimes hurried by a Z»ſ like the 
poſſeft perſon, Mark 9.22, through fire 
water, the moſt deſperate deſtruQive atremy 
and have nothing but rottenneſs and diſc 
as the final prize of all thoſe difficult adve 
tures; ſometimes drowned in ſwiniſh Zr 
rance; and ſometimes again intombed int 
Earth,buried asit were alive by ſordid cove 
oulneſs, as if rhey meant to tranſcribe,thoi 
not the innocence, yet the ſufferings of th 
Primitive Chriſtians , in being torn in piec 
by wild Beaſts. Oh, that they might once 
brought co relinquiſh this abſurd forrtitr 
that thoſe who laugh ax the preceprt of rarm 
the other cheek, Mat. 5.39. would not be 
infinicly over-at it, and give up themſe 
to be buffeted , yea ſlaughter'd by theſe t 
cruclleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Plaronich, lot 
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of Martyrdom, as to chyſe qnely this, whereto 
there is no Crown annexed , but what is worn 
in the Kingdom of darkneſs, 

17, And now fince we are thus to ſeek of 
inward effets, we can with no reaſon 
for any of ghaſe ex:werd, which are che 

reluks and conf ces of theſe. And then 
*twill be no wonder to obſerye Gentlemen be- 
have themſelves diſdajofully and imperiouſly, 
as if they could not fer a juſt yalue on them. 
ſelves, without the unjuſt contempt of others. 
Tis true indeed, this is commonly a Wisd that 
blows bur one way, down the hill, ogely upon 
thoſe below them, upwards hey breath gent- 
i ler gales; it being one of their moſt Rudied fa- 
culies, to perform all aRts of the moſt {uper- 
erogating Civility to thoſe above them. Buc 
when that Civility is througbly ſcanned, ic 
will prove a greater injury then the contrary 
Rudeneſs , *cis made up of ſuch hollow pro- 
n ll feflions, ſuch groſs flatteries, as are mych worſe 
oval then reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to be aRyally 
108 ſeconded wich them ; there being noching 
moreuſual, rhento revile and decide rhofe ac 
ea diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore. Andthele ngw become ſuch el- 
ſential indiſpenſable parts of goog.breeging, 
ra that che want of exher inevicehly betrayes a 
et mn he al of a UyAuſick ; Hurics 
Wand Deſpiſings being the ewo contracy © 

hereof he, whom they call a Fave 

co be compaynded. 
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18, This gives an account alſo of ſome pan 
of his Dialet, which thus tar anſwers littk 
to thoſe requiſite qualifications, Weight and 
Uſefulneſs , there being nothing more trivid 
or uſeleſs , then theſe rwo parts of conyerſats 
on, and *cwere well if no worſe epithets be 
longed to them. Bur if we look alſo intothe 
reſt, they will ordinarily appear to carry prof 
portion with theſe : *Tis every mans obſer 
tion, that no ſpring will riſe higher they i 
firſt head, and then words being but the iſſue 
of the Mind , where that wants the ballaſt 
ſober and vertuous Notions, *tis no wonder 
the diſcourſe be light and aery. -*Twere ea 
to exemplifie in the ſeveral ſorts of it adapte 
to the ſeveral humours of men ; but *cis alſo 
needleſs, that the copy would betoo exatt 
tranſcribing the impertinence too. But wh 
ſuch frothy diſcourſe is naturally , the m 
ſerious may become by- accident ; And th 
we ſee it the infirmity of ſome, who 'ſo farn 
tain their Education, as to have their minde 
better repleniſhed to vent their plentyſou 
ſeaſonably or affeRtedly, that it produces 
thing of - benefit to the hearers, but rebour 
injuriouſly with the aſperſion of yanity upt 
themſelves. | 

19. But ſuch isthe miſery of this Ape, tl 
it were a fair compoſition , if Gentlemen col 
be perſwaded to reduce-their Ds/conrſe one 
ro a privative ſort of 1iIneſs; *rwere ſomewt 
tolerable, if ason'the one ſide they did « 

- maniſi 
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miziſter grace, Eph. 4.29. ſo on the other they 
did not breath infetion on the hearers. But 
alas | what are all choſe profane ſcoffings at 
FE picty, ſo frequent among them, bur as ſo many 
blaſts and maleyolent yapours to nip and de. 
{troy the praQtice of it? and ſo we ſee it too 
ommonly does among thoſe whoſe greener 
reſolutions ſet them not above their malignant 
nfluence. How does their immodeſt and o0b- 
cene talk diſperſe and ſcatter their own im- 
Wure fires, to the inflaming of others? and 
hilt chey inſcribe upon theſe Poyſons the in- 
ting names of Ingenuity and E/priz, they 
Wo not onely tempt men preedily to imbibe 
hem, but even defame and proſticute that 
it they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs 
Wor all ſavage rudeneſs to range in,and make as 
Wnany Candidates for that reputation, as there 
impious and beſtial men in the world. 
nd to this ſort of Wit they have found out a 
ery proportionable Rhetorick, 1 mean that 
Pf theiy0aths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, 
which ſo overſpreads their language , thac 
like a profuſe Embroidery that even quice 
ides the Stuffe ) ir becomes the moſt remark- 
le part of ict. *Tis not alittle ſtrange how 
his foulelt deformity hath gorten to pals for 
embelliſhment and ornament. of Stile ; but 


-0WNhat it doth ſo, is very viſible not only from 
"Fe no pretence of other temptation to it, bur | 


ſo from that affeRed and ſtudied variety ob- 
able among them, as ifthey had the ſawe 
© -} -W\8 con« 
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concernment for their Diſcourſe, which the 
have for themſelyes, viz. that it may 
Year appear in ſome new piece ofDrefs, hay 
ſome Oaths freſh minted co ſer it off. 

2b. To all theſe we may adde their 
Boaftings and Aſſumings, which are often 
deplorably ridiculous, that *cis doubtful wt 
thermore of pity or contempt belongs to the 
Thus oftentimes, he that has but croit the Se 
to fetch a Feather and ___ Meas, 
more of his Travels, then if he had paſs'dt 


Line, and felt the ſcorchings of the Tori 
Zone. And upon the ſtrength of this het; 
authority to impoſe on others the moſt ab 


and inctedible Relations ; yer ſtill impoſ 
more perniciouſly on himſelf, 5. e.a belieft 
he appears very illuſtrious and glorious in 
this, and on that confidence the ſmiles wh 
his auditors mean in ſcorn, ſhall be takes 
applauſe of him, and ſo encourage thoſe foll 
they deride. | 
21- Indeed where this yain humour dw 
it will betray it ſelf in innumerable indecendific 
of ſpeech , but neyer does it give it ſelf a 
or worſe charaQer, then when it lets look 
anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine 
fruitful branches of this bitter root, And Matic 
we frequently ſee oyerflow in all the inveneYApo 
ed reproachtul language imaginable, ſuchſſ«xd ; 
one would wonder ſhould fall from che modreats 
of any, whoſe education had not been whdfl fe: 
barbarous , an inverted kind of Eloqueſiceul 
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whereto. ſome, who have been taughe the rules 
ofbetter Rhetorick, have a great fluencie. 
22. If now we ſhould proceed to take a 
view of their /mployments, there is lictle doubc 
al but that Teke/, Dax. 5. 27: mightbe a proper 
inſcription on them, yea a mild one too, Light- 
neſs and Vanity being many times the moſt 
innocent ingredient in them. And this is bur 
Ya natural inference from the former : for ſince 
rfl the Principle of Actions as well as Words is 
WEwichin, it will certainly operate alike in both , 
Was Water ſent from one fountain through ſeve- 
ral pipes, is the ſame, and hath equal vertues 
or faults in each. It were too eakie to give as 
particular an account of theſe as the former ; 
but foreſceing an occaſion to do that in an- 
dther place, I ſhall cransfer ic thither, as not 
deſiring to iterate the importunity on ſoun- 
orateful a ſubjeR. 
23. And now hethat ſhall conſider, that all 
thisis the but partial Image and repreſentation 
Mof thoſe, who have had thac Education we ſo 
much magnified, will ſure be tempred to ask 
fudaſs queſtion Ad quid perditio hec ? 
Wby was all this waſte ot Diſcipline and Lice- 
ature? T'o what purpoſe was ſo coſtly a toun- 
lation laid, when the ſuperſtructure is in the 
poſtles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3. 12. nothing bat hay 
nd fxbble ? And I doubt many defeated Pa- 
nodFrents have cauſe to make this complaine : bur 
whdil fear alſo divers of them may with jultice 
jueaſyaccule themſelyes as Acceſſories to their own 
 —_ _ = dif- 
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diſappointments, who by an oyerhaſly deſire 
of ſeeing their Sons men, doat once anticipate 
and frulirate their hopes, evacuate the benefit 
of many years Education, by taking them tov 
ſoon from under its benigne influence, W hid 
though it uſually ſpring trom immoderate in. 
dulgence, is yet really the y_ ſeyeritie, 
for what can be more ſo, then to tie them ty 
all the labour and coil of the Seeds-time, force 
their Childhood to that ſtudy and intenſion 
of which that giddy age is moſt impatient, and 
then ſnatch them away at the Harveſt , ſuffer 
them to converſe no more with Learning, 
when once they grow capable of receiving 
either delight orprofic by it ? Thus of late 
bath been the method of Breeding , to pol 
them with an inconyenent ſpeed from one 
ſtage to another, many times bringiug then 
roo ſoon to the Univerſity, but much oftne 
taking them too early from it, before they hay 
near gained what they came thither to furniſ 
themielyes with. And from thence the 
ſtep 1s over the Seq, which ſoon waſhes aws 
thoſe Notions, which lie crude in their brain 
but have wanted maturity of years to digel 
into their manners, Indeed *cis not imaginadle 
how they ſhould retain them, they being 
their coming abroad ſolemnly pur in a dired 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what: they for 
merly learnt, their whole time being then! 
order to be taken up in other unſpeculative 
Exerciles, wherein if they do happen to atrai 
ty 
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to ſome eminencie, yet *cis ſure bur a dry ex- 
change for what they quit for ir. Butthen *cis 
not one in twenty that arrives to that; the 
negligence of Goyernours, or their own headi- 
nels, when they find the rein thus flackned, 
often makes their progreſs little in any thing 
they are appointed to ; bur inſtead of char, 
they run a full career in all debauchc pleaſures, 
adyance there inan inſtant to the higheſt pro- 
ficiencie, I ſay not thisto decry Travelling in 
general, but only the unſeaſonabie time that 
ischoſen forit, He that would really improve 
his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at ſuch 
a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
going education his Judgement is ſerled and 
qualined ro make uſeful obſervations, his 
manners well weighed and fixed, that ſo he 
may be capable of allthe good, Forreign climes 
can afford, and ſecured from the inteRion of 
the ill ; like a Loadſtone, attra& things of 
weight only, and not like Jer, draw nothing 
bur chaff and ſtraws, Bur I confeſs thisa di- 
oreſſion , and therefore return to thoſe who 
have thus embezled this precious Adyantage, 
(and who have too much of their own wills 
in it, to be able to transfer the guilt upon any 
error of cheir Parents) beſeeching them ſeri- 
ouſly to lay to heart this their ſo ruinous il 
husbandry and to let at laſt ſome better fruits 
of that ſeed appear , not to ſuffer a Piece of 
Plate left to the School or Colledge, to be the 
only Teſtimonials that ever they wer m_ 
| and 
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and ſo bring thoſe Societies under the reproach 
of extortion, or fraud, of p_—_ learning, 
but imparting none, of having taken ſome 
thing from them without giving chem any ys 
luable conſideration , making them any pro. 
portionable returns. But that they would 
at laſt cake up this Talentthus long buried in 
the napkin, and yet fall a trading with it. 
And though the time they have loſt ſhould 
render them deſperate ofthe reward of the 
Ten Cities, *tis yer motive enough to —_— 
to reſcue themſelyes from the ſentence of 
Shlothful ſervant, And yet that will not be all 
for there being no middle ſtate between re 
ward and puniſhment, he thac delivers bim. 
ſelf from the one, puts himſelf likewiſe intoa 
certain capacity of the other. Bur beſides all 
he is to expe& hereafter, he is ſure at the time 
of a very fair Antepalſt of pleaſure here, which 
he will immediately reap from it, as the firſt 
fruits of the future rich baryeſt, which 

the Law commanded to be ſacrificed, yet ſuch 
is the indulgence of the Goſpel, that it exaQs 
_— but that men would themſelves enjoy 

em. 

24. For ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 
God, that heis generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only to our Eternal, but Tem. 
poral concernments; for knowing the impatr 
ence of our nature, that we loye not to de- 
pend —_—_— reverſions, he hath bin plee- 
ſed to put ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh 
| upon 


\ 


” ww ms tt B- % ca Cl 


OO oo oa 4 _ cc A©« aan an» awoamm: oO am as 3 as ad 


=? 3621 


——_ 
— 
f-] 


POSE TET 


G2 a T3E=t» >»6&3g =E 


—_ 


Advantage of Education. 


uponevery part of dury, This might be evi- 
denced diltinRly through the whole Codex of 
Chriſtian Precepts, his Toke 5s an eaſie, nay 


gracious Yoke ; his bard:in 4 light burden, Mat. 


11. 28. And from this general ground, I may 
have warrant ſufficient to affirm che like of 
this particular I am now upon, But it may be 
yet more clearly evinced, by refleRing on the 
ſeyeral improvements of this Talent , which 
have bin mention'd, as the Daty ofallchoſe 
that poſſeſs it. 

25. And firſt, for that of an acute and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, I need appeal no fur- 
ther then tocommon Vote, to haye that pro- 
nounced a very deſireable thing, it being hard 
to pick out a man of ſuch an ayowed bruta- 
licy, that will own the diſpiſing it. Even thoſe 
who will be at no pains to acquire, will yet 
profeſs co elteem it. And we may believethem 
in earneſt, if from no other argument, yet from 
this, that every man affeRs the reputation of 
being Wiſe, is pleaſed when he ſucceedsin that 
aim, and on the contrary is not more troubled 
and diſcomfited at any thing, then to be taxed 
of Ignorance or Errour. Itany ſhall deny this, 
I ſhall fuſpend his confuration, till ſome body 
reproach him with folly, and then from the 
diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf, leave him to 
conclude his own value of Wiſdome. And in- 
deed why do good menlook upon a foo! with 
ſo much pity, and ill mea with ſo much ſcorn, 


 f knowledge be not both a Felicity and a Cre- 
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dir?Nor is this the ſentence only of the vulgar, 
who uſually admire choſe things moſt, from 
which they ſtand ac the grearelit diſtance, but 
eſpecially of the more diſcerning ſort of men, 
who from every taſte they have had of it, haye 
had their appetites fo raiſed, that they haye 
inſatiably thirſted after che fuller draughts. This 
made ſo many of the old Philoſopbers renounce 
the injoyment of choſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that 
offered themſelves, togoinqueſt after this one 
tranſcendent delight , and Solomon to prefer 
this in his eletion before Riches and Honour, 
the two principal parts of worldly ſplendour, 
to the re&ictude of which choice God himſelf 
bears Teltimony. And now if this be in it 
ſeif ſo valuable, fo raviſhing a thing , ſhall 
irs being here connected with duty, prove ſuch 
an allay, asto deprive it of all the guſt ? Cer. 
rainly if ic do, it muſt argue the palate very 
perverſe and diſtemper'd : for toall other, that 
one conſideration would give a reliſh and flx- 
vour to the dryeſt, the molt unpleaſant under- 
taking. The conſcience thatIam now imploy- 
ed as I ought is ſuch a refreſhment as is able 
co ſweeten the ſeyerelt labour, yea the greateſt 
ſuffering. Shame is a thing to which humane 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet the 
Apoſtles made it matter of joy, when it befel 
them for Chriſts ſake, As 5.41. And ſhall 
this bleſſed Copy of theirs be transformed in 
fead of tranſcribed? Shall thoſe who have not 
{o much Chriſtian patience , as to bear the 
| » Mighteſt 
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lighteſt reproach tor him, haye yer ſo mach 
unchriſtian ſtupidity, as to endure the greatelt 
in oppoſition to him ? Chuſe rather to be ig- 
norant, when *cis both their ſin and ſhame, 
then wiſe , when *cis their duty and reward ? 
Invert 'S. Paxls choice, and be fools againit 
Chriſt, as he owns to be for him 7 If there be 
any ſuch Artipodes in our clime , their unhap- 
pineſs will yer ſerve to illuſtrate what they re- 
fuſeto partake of, viz. the felicity of having 
performed this part of duty in the improve- 
ment of the underſtanding, 

26, In the next place the regularity of the 
Will isextreamly both amiable and profitable. 
For that being an uncontroulable facultie, 
if itbe wrong tet , what torrents of miſchief 
and confuſion does it let in? If in all its con- 
Ceptions it permit the ſenſual appetite ro lay, 
like Zacob, its pilled rods before it, all its births 
will be ring-ſtraked, ſpeck/cd axd ſported, The 
ruinouſneſs of a peryerſe will is ſo generally 
underſtood, that there is nothing rendersa man 
evenin common account more miſerable and 
deplored. He whoſe Will runs counter to his 
Reaſon , every man is Aſtrelogey enough to 
read his deſtiny, and prefage his deſtruction. 
And by the ada and pernicious effects of 
adiſordered, we may make an eſtimate of the 
beauty and adyantage of a reQified Will, The 
former, like a vitious improvident Goverrour, 
expoſes his Territories to a deluge, firſt of luxu- 


ry,and then of ruine : but this latter like aver- 


uous 
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tuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence, and felicity of his Subjets. It 
deed it is this alone that really and effectively 

ives us the preeminence above beaſts. They 

ve choices as well as we, and they hay 
affe&tions, bur wanting the higher principle 
of reaſon , their choices are neceſſarily deter- 
mined by their affetions. Now if we who hae 
both, are guided onely by the latter , wherein 
does our itate differ- from theirs, fave onely 
that our liberty makes usguilty, whereas thar 
neceſlity leaves them innocent ? I preſume 
I need ſay no more, to eyince the happineſsof 
a well ordered Will , ſince none can conteſtit, 
but he mult tacitly confeſs himſelf weary of 
his humane nature, and emulous, not ofi 
greater dignity, but of a degradation to that 
of the Brutes. 

27. And as much may be ſaid concerni 
. the Aﬀettions , which if they be not cur 
and held in by the underſtanding, will hav 
as free and uncontrolled a ſway in men, 
they have in meer animals, but with work 
eftets, by how much we haye more objed 
to incite them , more inſtruments to actua 
them then theſe have. If any man can 
rempted to think this no unpleaſant condi 
tion, let him yer further conſider, that thi 
metamorphoſis is not like the fancied tran 
migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſupps 
ſed ro aſſume the nature, and conſequent 
the paſſions bur of one beaſt alone ; no, hers 
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isthe whole Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, 
with all their contrary appetites perpetuall 

ing one with another, He that har 
the rapaciouſneſs of a Wolf , may yet have the 
timorouſneſs of an Hare, and fo is racked be- 
eween the deſire of having, and the fear of 
ſuffering. He that hath the luſt of a Goar, 
may yet have the intemgerance of a Swine, 
7 be diſtracted to which of the appetites to 
give up himſelf, He that hath the cruelty of 
a Tigre, may yet have the wilineſs of the Fox, 
which will give him the pain of many irkſome 
off delayes, in attending an adyantageous oppors 
tunicy. And ſo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
then to have theſe continual tumults within, 
to bein a ſtate of hoſtility,not only with other 
men,but with bimſelf?Or what can there need, 

this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition to us ? The ſubduing theſe 
brutiſh Inclinations is the introducing Peace 
intoaLand, harraſs'd and waſted with inte- 
 ſtine War : and ſure noneneed be told (at leaſt 
e&} inthis Age ) that thar is a moſt raviſhing plea- 
ur} fure, And I may with the ſame confidence 
1 beffl appeal ro the verdict of any who hath tried 
nd&.& theſe two contrary ſtates, and doubt not bur 
thief} he will from his experience confirm the moſt 
aol} profuſe and even Poetick declamation that 
py 
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hl 28. All I Challaddeis, in a joynt relationto 
ory So and the ewe rmer, by ablerring thet 
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illuminated underſtzndings, regulated Wilk 
and Aﬀettions, make up a great part ofthe 


celeſtial happineſs. "The Angels of light woull 


no longer have right to that title, withou 
theſe. The ſpirits of juſt men made perfeft, wer 
improperly ſo ſtiled , Heb. 12.23. had thy 
not received this accompliſhment of their n 
ture. And the gregter degrees hereof wew 
rive to here, ſo much the more ſenſible antic 
pation have we of thoſe divine joys. At 
ſure thus to partake with Angels and Sal 
is to be happy, and will be acknowledged 
by all, whole valueand wiſhes of a 24 
metan Paradiſe render them not uncomy 
rent to eſtimate theſe purer and refined ple 
ſures, 

29. If from hence we proceed to thoſe: 
ward effects, which are the reſults of theſeit 
ward, we ſhall finde they are all full of delig 
and ſatisfation. Courteſie and friendlineſs 
Behavogr does not onely caſt a glotious lult 
round about, attract the eyes and hearts 
others , but it alſo refleRts with cheerful at 
comfortable gleams upon our ſelves. Fot 
Man being deſigned by God for a ſocial 
creature, hath ſuch propenſions and inclinat 


ons put into him, as areproper to that end 
and-theſe are gratified and pleaſed, when 
ſo demean our ſelves, as may anſwer that i 
tention , towards which nothing can be me 
neceſſary then this debonnaire and gentle ct 
riage, For that allures people to our conve 
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makes men they cannor ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. 
25.17.) it givesa man part of Nebuchadnez- 
z4r's fare, ſeparates him from among men, by 
forcing them to withdraw from him , and thar 
the worſt part of it too , the hairs likg Eagles 
feathers, and the nails like birds claws, being 
much the lighter degree of the infliction, fit to 
paſs for dreſs and ornament, compared with 
that more deforming diſguiſe this rugged tem- 
per puts upona man. And as on the oneſide, 
this morolity and ſourneſs of humour is yery 
uneahe,ſo on the other is that form of fawning 
and flattering compliance, which ſome call Ci- 
vilty: It obliges men in many circumſtances 
torenounce their eaſe, their health, yeatheir 
underſtandings too, and keeps them in ſuch 
conſtraint, that one may truly ſay, a leſs mea- 
ſure of ſelf-denial would ſerve to conſtitute a 
man a good Chriſtian,than an exa& Courrtier ; 
whereas he that keeps himſelf in a juſt mean, 
neither drives away one ſort of company, nor 
buysthe other ſo dear : He has a Standard- 
meaſure, by which to diſpenſe his Civilities, 
vis, The quality and worth of the perfons, 
and confounds not himſelf with thoſe more 
unjuſt and mutable rules of their expeRations. 
So 1n the firſt of the inſtances he keeps himlelt 
aMan, whileſt the other is in ſome reſpect a 
cy Beaſt; in the ſecond he preſerves himſelf a 
ny] Freeman, whilelt che __ is aSlave: And _ 
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I may.refer it to any mans deciſion, whichis 
the pleaſancer ſtate. | 
30. Next for the Words, *ctis not to be 
doubted but that calm and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that which is paſſionate 
and rageful; and that not onely in reſpe&of 
decency, bur eaſe too; of which there need 
no other teſtimony, than that viſible pertur- 
bation and uncahineſs obſeryable in all who are 
under ſuch a tranſportation, So in like man- 
ner,when the words are pertinent and weigh, 
ty,they give not onely more ſatisfaction to the 
hearer, but tothe ſpeaker alſo : This may be 
judged by the contrary diſplacency men have 
at themielves, when they are conſcious to 
have ſpoken impertinencly or undecenthy, 
By ſatisfaRion, I mean not that vanity, whid 
men too often afﬀe&t of ſhewing their parts, 
buc a juſt and ſober complacency, ariſing from 
the conſcience of having regulaced their di 
courſe by the meaſures of a Wiſe man and 
Chriſtian, the having faid that which may bell 
of benefir, but cannot be of miſchief tohafſ..q 
auditors. And this ſurely is a much more red 
pleaſure than any can be had in the contray 
kinde of dialeR. If to this it be objected, th 
generally none are ſo much delighted with 
their own diſcourſes,as they who talk the mol 
vainly and abſurdly : 1anſwer, that even the 
are not pleaſed with the yanity and abſurdity 
their pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing 
. ix ro bethe quite contrary, And this helps 
eving 
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evince, that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives 
ſatisaRion, ſince even the ſhadow and fiction 
of it can be made to yield ir, 

31. Laltly, for the Imployments, they ſure- 
ly muſt afford moſtof contentment,when they 
are moſt noble and excellent : They doſo ar 
the time, in che dire& line, they having more 
of agreeableneſs to the nature and dignity of 
aman; but they do yet more ſo in there- 
flexion, when a man looks back upon his day 
or week ſpent, and findes his buſineſs has been 
worthy of him, it exhilarates and revives him, 
enables him co paſs his own approbation on 
bimſelf, and as 1t were to anticipate the Ewge 
he ſhall one day receive from his great Maſter. 
But be chat gives himſelf onely the idle diver- 
tiſements of a Child, or ſets to the baſer drudge- 
ries of Vice,cannot reflet without confuſion : 
which is ſo well underſtood by ſuch perſons, 
hat they are fain to take ſanRuary in a total 
laconſideration, never daring to ask them- 

ayes, W hat haye I done? Which bears full 
eltimony to the excellency and felicity of 
wenuous Imployments, fince they that de-+ 
thoſe, are _—_— to decline cthem- 
s, grow out of their own acquaintance 
knowledge, 

32. And now what ObjeRion can there lie 
Sainſ chis duty, which is in all the parts of it 
| and cligible, that ic becomes 

not onely to God, but even to themſelves, 
nar own preſent intereſts aud fatisfaQion ? 

- Fry : "- 
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Shall pleaſure ir ſelf loſe its nature, adopt the 
properties of its direct contrary, and become 
irkſom and abhorred, onely becauſe*cis twiſted 
with Obedience? Is there fo perfe& anants 
pathy between God and them, that *cis ins 
poſſible they ſhould have the ſame objeRsfſhyb 
delight? or canno Joys have any taite wiliifas y 
them, that are not the cauſes and fore-runnenKct 
of eternal ſorrows? This were ſuch a degreed 
perverſnels, as common Charity bids me nott 
expect, and 1 ſee not what elſe can evacuatſn 
the pleaſure that attends the improvement! 
this Talent of Education, 

33. After all this, I foreſee it not impoſlidk 
that ſome may plead an Exemption from th 
Obligation, by affirming they want the grouW{ner 
of it, that they never had this Education. Wer 
am not willing to fancy there haye beenWare 
many unjuſt and unkinde Parents as may quiſſ}ny: 
life any conſiderable number of GentlemaWan 
for this Plea : But to thoſe few that can realWhei 
make it, I ſhall not think the foregoing Diion 
courſe wholly impertinent , for, by ſhewiimax, 
them the Adyantages of what they ſay than 
thus want,it may incite them(not to murmuſthat 
at the negligence of their Parents, but) ro ufull e: 
tempt the repairing of it by becoming thaiſÞrec; 
own Guardians, putting themſelves into Diſo 
pline, and by the ſtrict Laws of Reaſong 
verningand reſtraining thoſe Paſſions, whit 
by the liberty of their Breeding have gothe 
by this means ſupplying to themſelyes thet 
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ans Yer | 
of Education : And the like may certainly 
be done for the latter alſo, if they will but de- 
polic that common errour, of thinking it more 
manly to be ignorant then to learn, and be con» 
ent co put themſelyes in a courie of Erudition, 
which a man may do for himſelf in his Cloſet, 
Was well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple in a 
"School; and though he want many of thoſe 
WAdyantages the other hath, yer *ris poſſible 
obey may be in a good degree ſuppliedby that 
-uateWnduſtry and deſire, which all thoſe are ſuppo- 
ed to have, who are thus their own Pupils ; 
dthere want not inſtances of the ſucceſs of 
hem who have thus attempted, but I confeſs 
hereare too few Examples of the Attempr, 
nen.being too apt to fit down contentedly un- 
ler this want , whereas let the ſame perſons 
tayean entailed Eſtate alienated from them by 
wad of their Fathers, they are not then ſo 
ame, but will (truggle to the utmoſt to recover 
ealWheir rights. Yet certainly an Ingenuous Educa- 
ion 1s as propetly the Birth-right of a Gentle- 
, as any the moſt firmly ſerled Inheritance 
an be: Why ſhould they then acquieſce in 
muhat ſo injurious an Alienation, and not ſeek by 
lendeayours of their own to retrieve this {0 

ious a Poſleſlion ? 
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Of the ſecond eAdvantay 
Wealth. 


He ſecond Adyantage we are 
conſider is that of Wealch, whit 
tharit isa bleſſing will I know re 
dily be aſſented to by all, « 

deſiresand earneſt purſuits after it ſufficie 

evidencing the general eſteem is had of ir., 
though the Concluſion be right, it is to 
doubted many infer it not upon due Premi 

*Tis not Riches ſimply conſidered thar aret 

felicicy,much leſs thoſe luxuries, to which c 

are often made to miniſter ; but they are 

to a fertile ground, which if left without 
ture, none bears ſo rank Weeds, bur if rig 
husbanded yields abundant profit ; 

to manage and improve them is not onely 

Intereſt, but the Duty of all thoſe co wt 

God hath committed them, this being the 

deſigned Advantage, for which they were! 

truſted to them. 


2. Several Improvements there are, ( 
which they are capable ; but before I proce 


to them, 1 muſt mention one part of Duty, 
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fundamental to all the reft. And that is the 
well busbanding of them, not in a figurative, 
but real ſenſe, the having ſuch a providenc 
care of thoſe goods and poſlefiions, where- 
with God hath bleſt a Man, as may fecure them 
from that Conſumption, to which careleſneſs 
and ſloth will infallibly betray them , This 
ſurely is obligatory in many reſpeRs. Firlt, 
in Thankfulneſs (Thad almoſt ſaid civility) to 
God, who having diſpenc'd them as a liberality, 
rg *tis ingratitude, yea affront ro give them no 
os regard. Secondly, in Juſtice to a mans poſte- 
ww rity: He that has received a fair Inhericance 
vas from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſupine neg- 
ligence to cut off the Entail, he defrauds thoſe 
that were to haye ſucceeded him in ir, and 
becomes that troubler of his own houſe,to whom 
Solomon, Prov.11.29. aligns no other 7nhe- 
ritance but the Winde, which is indeed all ſuch 
eperſon is like to derive upon his Iſſue, the 
common air being oftentimes their onely Pa- 
trimony. Thirdly, in order to all thoſe ends 
towhich Wealth was deſigned by God, which 
depend on this, as Accidents on their SubjeQs, 
and ſo areall at once evacuated and nulled by 
the diſſipating of that whererein they are 
fourided. All which confiderations do natural- 
lyinforce upon men the neceflity of a prudent 
managery. 
'; Y 3. Thisbeing ſuppoſed, and the perſon ha. 
"&F ving, asinour Law-forms is uſual, coyenant- 
y, 4 edto ftand feiſed of the Eſtate, ler us now ſee 
— I wn 
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what are the proper uſes, to which it is tobe 
limited, 1n the firſt place, we may ranktha 
of Contentedneſs in his portion;which though 
to one that is ſet to wreſtle with want i 
might ſeem a hard preceprt, yet to himtha 
flows with abundance it might be thought ra 
cher a needleſs then difficult injunction, if e- 
perience did not teſtifie, that contentment 
oftentimes as great a itranger in Palaces a 
Cottages. 

4. Of this excellent both virtue and fel 
city, there are two parts, the one a chearki 
inzoyment of ſo much of his Wealth, as my 
decently (I ſay not vainly) ſupport him in tha 
quality wherein he is placed : God does nat 
make Rich men ſuch meer Conduit-pipe 
of Wealth, that they muſt paſs all, withou 
retaining any thing themſelyes ; but rathe 
like the Earth, which though ſhe conveys the 
ſprings through her veins, yet is allowedto 
ſuck in ſo much, as may give her a competent 
refreſhment; and he that does this moderate 
ly, arid with a thankful refletion on that libe 
ral Providence, which thus gives him all thing 
richly to enjoy, 1 Tim.6.17. fallihes no part« 
his truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, this be- 
ing, as it were, the allowed Fees of his Place, 
Penſion allotted him by the bounty of his 
Lord. 

5. The other part of contentment is that, 
by which the deſires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own poſſeſſions, and not w_ 
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ed to range wildeiy into other mens, like 


Ahab: into. Naboth's vineyard, uſing their 
wealth ,- as Anglers do their Fiſh, to bait 
Hooks for more, by making it an Inſtrument 
of extorting from others; which is ſo great a 
gujle, that it nearly concerns them to ſecure 
themſelves againſt it, by a perfect ſatisfaction 
inwhatis properly their own. Nay evenin 
what isfaid, there 18 caution to be had, that 
there be not too eager and yehement endea- 
yours of multiplying it, and that not onely by 
an unlawiul commixture with other mens, 
which is the ſin either of oppreſſion or fraud, 
buteven from its own ſtock, for that may be 
coverouſneſs, and is ſurely a dire oppoſition 
to the divine diſpenſation. For when God 
hath given a man a full fortune, and by thar 
manu-micted him from thoſe carkings and ſol- 
licitudes to which needier perſons are expoſed, 
forhim to make it his grand buſineſs to pro- 
jet how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, /ade himſelf with thick clay, 
Hab.2.6, What is it but che degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein 
God hath placed him, a voluntary ſale of him- 
ſelf ro the Gallies or Mines? In this reſpe& 
therefore I may not unaptly apply that Exhor- 
tation which the Apoſtle makes in another, 
Gal.5.1. Stand faFt in the liberty Wherewith 
Chrift hath made you free. Let not him whom 
God hath by a gracious and peculiar provi- 


|| ence exempted from this meaner ſervitude , 


and 
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and vaſſalage to the world, relinquiſh thath 
valuable a priviledge, give up his ear to 
bored by Mammon, when God proclaims 
Zubile, Yet *tis poſſible the quality of ſome 
mens Eſtates may be ſuch, that they mayhe 
capable of adyancement by « moderate 
ealie Induſtry , ſuch as may no way diver 
them from more excellent Imployments, ba 
may rather be a recreation then a toil: 

in that caſe I know no obligation lies on then 
ſo to defie an Improvement, as not to chuſe 1 
profitable, before an expenſive divertiſemer 
ro ſpend thoſe yacant hours upon that, whic 
remain by way of overplus from more;wortl 
deſigns and entertainments. But the perpetw 
ſollicitous purſuit after more wealth, 1scer 
rainly a culpable inordinacy, as being 1 
ſiſtent with that contentment and acquieſcenc 
which is the duty of eyery man for whom Gd 
hath thus liberally provided, and ſuch as wi 
beſides be likely ro undermine another mai 
part of this obligation, 

6. Such in the next place weare to accoun 
the Charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, to ſuf 
ply the indigencies of wanting perſons, whit 
ſurely is to be look on as the grand and. mot 
conſiderable end of his receits, God, who! 
the common Friend, as well as Father of 4 
men, 1s not to be imagined ſo partial, astt 
provide pomps and luxuries for ſome, andit 
the mean time leaye others deſtitute of the 
neceſlary ſupports of life ; yet if we lookne 
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then the viſible portions of Poor and 
there is go evidence of the contrary, 
But when we examine upon what Conditions 
and Proviſo's that Abundance .is conveyed, 
we ſhall have no tempcation ſo to aſperſe or 
charge Goa fooliſsly : For though he have nor 
diſpenſed ſo immediately to the Poor, yer he 
gves them asit were Bills of Aſſignment upon 
the plenty of the Rich, a right to be ſupplied 
them : ſo that the difference ſeems to be 
onely that of an Elder,and Younger brethren ; 
the Elder uſually carries the bulk of the Eftate, 
but then that is charged with proviſions for 
the Younger , and if thequantity of thoſe be 
not diſtinctly expreſt , but left indefinitely, 
that AR of Truſt in the Father lays the greater 
obligation on him, not to deceiye it by too 
mean and ſcanty a diſtribution , for now him- 
ſelf is become a Father ro them, and there- 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the cen- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affetionare 
relation, And this may not improperly be 
deemed one reaſon, why among ſuch muſtt- 
tudes of commands of Charity in the Goſpel, 
there is yet none that expreſly allots the pro- 
portion of our Aſms, that by thisa® of con» 
fidence,as it were, men might be obliged to 
the higher liberality : And he that ſhall make 
this Incentive to it, a pretence to excuſe the 
want of it, is ſure a moſt criminous peryerter 


$ of the divine intention, treacherouſly coun- 


termining Gods ſacred arts, as if *rwere not 
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enough to rebell, unleſs in a further contemg{ 
he aſlaulced him with bis own weapons. Cer- 
tainly God never deſigned Lazarw's portion 
ſhould be made up onely of the Crumbs fron 
the Table : For though indeed Dives is taxed 
that he gave him nor them, yer if he had, ſuch 
a dole would ſure neyer have reſcued him from 
the place of torment. He who reſts ina Rich 
mans boſom in Heaven, 1s to have ſome pro- 
portionable treatment from thoſe on Earth, 
ſome more hoſpitable reception then a lying 
at the Gate, ſome better Chirurgions then 
Dogs to cure his Sores; and thoſe that refuſe 
it him,muſt be preſumed co contemn not onely 
the Zazarm,but the Abraham,yea the Heaven 
t00 that receives him,fince that which qualifies 
him for an admittance there, is not able to re 
commend him to their leaſt regard, 

7. I ſhall not atremprt to proportion mens 
Charities, ſince God hath not , yet there are 
ſome general meaſures to be made to bound 
them on the ſinking ſide, that they fall not to 
too ſcandalous a lowneſs, which having been 
done already bya * better Pen, I ſhall refer 
the Reader thicher, But thoſe yet leave mens 
Compaſlions full ſcope to grow up to what 
greater height Gods grace and mens exiger 
cies ſha!l adyance them : And ſurely the latter 
may ſometimes be ſuch, that it will become 
every Rich man not onely to rifle his Coffers, 
pour out whatſoever his ſuperfluities have there 


amaſſed, but alſo to defalk much of his own} % 
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accuſtomed enjoyments, cauſe the Raſor to 
eyen upon his whole Equipage, to cut 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expenſes, 
that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in char 
onechannel which Gods providence thuscuts 
out for it, Whether this may not be a proper 
ſeaſon for it, I leave every conſidering perſon 
to judge. Art the preſent I ſhall beleech every 
man to whom God hath given Wealth, ſadly 
to ponder how ſcandalous a thing it will be 
for him who has been the Obje& of ſo great 
Bounty, to decline the beingan Agentin any; 
to diſcover himſelf co haye ſuckt in nothing of 
the virtue, amidſt ſuch an affluence of rhe com- 
modities; and to defie the Example of that Li- 
berality, by whoſe effeRs helives. - But withall 
let him conſider the danger of it alſo, how 
dreadful a guilt (and conſequently vengeance) 
he draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall deteat this 
ſo main end of his receits. It is indeed a com- 
plication of many crimes not onely againſt 
Man, but Godalſo : I ſhall inſtance onely in 
two, moſt generally decried, and yet molt 
eminently contained in it , Unthankfulneſs, 
and Falſneſs, 
- 8, God in his wiſdom diſcerning that E- 
quality of Conditions would breed confuſion 
inthe World, has ordered ſeveral ſtates, de- 
lign'd ſome to Poverty, others to Riches, 
onely annexing to the Rich the care of the 
Poor, yet that ratheras an adyantage, than a 


burden, a ſeed of more wealth both temporal 


and 
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and eternal. Now in this diviſion of men, Ybop 
thoſe on whom he hath cauſed the berter lorſo0 
to fall, can ow it to nuthing but his graciow it): 
diſpoſal ; and therefore had been certainly ob 7 
liged to ſubmit to any the moſt difficult tay? 
he ſhould have diſpenc'd with ir. But now that ** 
in his great indulgence he has ſo tempered the h 
command, as to render it not an allay, but wp” 
enhancement of the mercy, he that gives rf 
onely a bare taſtleſs compliance, betrays hin Wac 
ſelf ro want a jult ſenſe of it; but he that flat 
reſiſts it, is in che moſt tranſcendent d pree 
barbarouſly ingrate. Nay, I cbink I might havff® 
laid the charge higher, and called it malice;}F'® 
for what beneath chat can provoke a manthy 
to reſiſt his duty and interelt rogecher ? 

9. Nor isthisall, *cis alſo the greateſt [ 
fidiouſneſ(s : Every rich man is, as 1 ſaid beforeF®* 
God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
provide for the indigent parts of his Fami 
fuch are the poor and needy. Now if he led 
chem dellicuce, and ſuffer cither his riot or c 
yetouſneſs to feed upon their Portions, whatf®" 
more deteſtable falſneſs can be committed, noF® 
onely in reſpe& of them, whoſe right het 
invades, but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abs 
ſes? Many other enormities there are in Un 
charitableneſs, which as ſo many misſhapa* 
1:mbs concur to the making up this deform" 
Monſter ; but I ſhall ſuppoſe ic ſufficient wk” 
have pointed out theſe two, which being ur, 
moſt profeſtly contrary to ingenuity, 1 = 
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will carry a very averting appearance 
-lorcothoſe who ſo. eſpecially pretend to that qua» 
py 4 To this poſitive part of duty, the being 
ch is good Works,we find the Apoltle connects 
negative, 1 7im.6-17,. Charge them that be 
h in this World that they be not high-minded, 
or tr} in uncertain riches. And we neednot 
ieſÞ$<lort coumplicice faich in the Author, to per- 
ade us of the great propriety and fitneſs of 
eſe cautions ; *cis roo evident that Pride and 
wefficontidence are diſeaſes that uſually breed in 
axeJul and opulent fortunes, and as they ſpring 
>mthe fame root, ſo do they, like neigh- 
ring branches, mutually ſhelter and tup- 
(rt one another, He that is bigh-minded, ab- 
rresthe ſubmiſſion of any forreign depend. 
nce,and therefore gladly anchorson any thing 
cancall bis own ; and thinking bis wealth 
ſt properly ſo, he has as great an aptnels, as 
ly 74b expreſſes an averſion, to make gold bus 
, 41d to ſay to the fine gold, thou art my con- 
wee, Fob 31.24, On the other fide, he that 
uſts in his Wealth, is by chat forufied in his 
de. Itis Frietle's obſervation,that wealrb 
& contuwelioxs and inſolent ; which I pre- 
he infers not onely from experience, but 
ealon alſo., for the graund-work of humility 
ing the ſenſe gf impotence and defect, he 

aſſumes a-ſelf- ſufficiency, undermines that 
goundation, and in ftead of it lays the Baſis of 
ie quite contrary temper, all haughrigeſs __ 
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elation of minde. A memorable Example 
this we bave in the inſolent refletions of Nt 
buchadnezzar, Dan.4.30. which had wit 
ſo diſmal a conſequent,as,me thinks,ſhould 
Lot's wife remain a perpetual monument 
deter others from all approaches towards 
like vanity. 

11. And certainly it is a moſt imports 
concernment of rich men, to fence themlely 
againſt this double temptation, to which pu 
poſe they can hardly tinde a more comple 
armour, than what they may borrow fn 
one ſhort ſentence of the Apoltle, 1 Cor.4, 
What baZt thou that thou haFt not receiv 
Let them look on themſelves as meerReceiver 
and then with what pretence can they pri 
themſelves in that wherein they are barely 
five? Nay indeed if it be throughly ſcanu 
theſe Receits imply cauſe rather of ſhame the 
boaſting ; the being filled from anothers | 
isa ſure Argument (and tacit Reproach)d 
natural and original emptineſs, and if 
have dealc fo liberally with them, they m 
colleR *tis in compliance not with their men 
but infirmities; his having made them richs 
ſtrong preſumprion, he ſaw them not prepa 
to be innocently poor: And ſure Pridem 
be a ſubtile Alchimiſt, that can hence ext 
matter of yanity, and might with equal 
gick have perſwaded the Few: to glory int! 
Indulgences, which were grantgd them of 
for the hardneſs of their hearts, 
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f 72. In like manner if they refle& on their 


Neff ,icher as received, ir renders them alſo a moſt 


unfic objeRt of Truſt. . For ifthey were given, 
they may alſo be taken away. We hold all by 
T that old renwre, which the Lawyers ſtile 4/0- 
diam, becauſe it is from none but God : and 
his gifts ( of this kinde at leaſt ) are never ſo 
abſolute, as to exclude power of reyocation. 
T He then that enjoys a thing not uponright 
but bounty, mult ask his benefaRor how far 
AJ he is to preſume on it. And if they would do 
Þ in this caſe, they would ſoon be reſolved 
how little confidence were to be repoſed in 
wealth. They may hear God the great Patron 


ens telf them by Solomon, that riches make thems- 


ſelves wings and fly away as an cagle,Pro,23.5. 
by Cbri, that the 7reaſwres which they lay 
up here are liable ro the Moth,and ruſt, and 
S Thieves; and by the Apoſtle , that they are 
wncertain riches, Nay indeed, if they would 
but ask themſelyes, therr own daily experience 
and obſeryation , that would bear the fame 
uw teſtimonie. Every day almoſt gives fame re- 
ns newed inſtance of it, What mulcicudes of ac- 
T cidents are there to which mens goods are lia- 
ble ? A rouge W inde, a tempeſtuousSea ſinks 
at once the Merchant and h's ſhip : an il! ſea- 
fon, an hungrie ſoil eats ont the Husband. 
man : and they who run not either of theſe 
bazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor 
the earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. 
{| Aad can there any ſecuritic be fanci'd inthar 
-- az a. 
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wealth, which is thus a prey to each cleme 
ſingle, and yet more often to them united; 
man, to whoſe frauds or violences more hay 
owed their impoveriſhing, then to any of thy 
former accidents 2 And now what greater} 
faruation can there be, then to place a truſt 
that which is fo flitting and unſteadie, 
lean on a broken reed, or in Se/omensphal 
ro ſet owes eyes upon that which 5s not ? 

13. Burt if by an impoſſible ſuppoſition, 
ſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, 
they are indeed tranſitorie: yer ualels they hy 
as well Strength as conſtancie, they could wah, 
no reaſon be depended on. He that ſays 
his friend to the laſt minute, if he haye 
power to affiſt him, is only a ſpeRatour, 
a reliever ofhis ſufferings. And alas,how n 
miferies are men ſubxeRto, in which wed 
can give them no aid | Is a man afflicted 
his bodie with pain ? the 7z4es are not a confi, 
petent price for a minutes eaſe, an hours ſleqfle;. 
Is he perſecuted in his Name with reproach 
*Ztis not whole I»gors of gold that will 
mouth of Fame: nay oftentimesthe obloquiitic 
Kit ſelf meerly the progenie of his wealch, wah; 
breeding envie, and enyie detration, BuiffGor 
the ſore lic yet deeper , if it bethe Soul thiffoin 
ſuffers, that is yet farther removed from poliffiy, 
bilitie of reliefchis way. Ific ſuffer as a ſlag 
under the dominion of fin, no treaſure cane 
deem from that vaſſalage. Wealrh does #he 
deed too often by adminiſizing rempratifih 


*N PL 


EFFECT] 


2 S-I-2-5 


DOE. SEA 2c WC 


y  Adventage of Wealth, 67 


© I IIS J— I—_ 


| choſe chains, but ir cannor break 
vus them, as appears too evidently by the number 
rl of fuch rich bondmen. If it groan under the 
J guile of ſin, labourunder the terrours of an ac 
cating Conſcience, alas! gold is no batm to a 
wounded fpirit : the luxuries which that has 
ſupporred may help to pierce, but it has no 

Y power to heal. Or laſtly, if the ſoul fall finally 
under the puniſhment of fin,there is is nocom- 

ing thar pennance, buying off that ſmart : 

Riches abuſed may indeed ſwell the accompr, 
nd multiply the {tripes, but they can never 
bride the remiſſion of any. The Wiſe-man 
bach aſfured us this, Prov. 1 t. 4. Riches profit 

me in the day of wrath. Nor does this carrie, 

any oppoſition to the counfel of our Saviour, 
#&,16.9 of making ' rar the Mammon of 
Jwmighreonſneſs ,, for herefers not there to any 
Vnutucat or inherent property of riches, buc 
oonely to that extritifick and accidental adyan- 
ge may be made of chem proportionably to 

hat was faid before of the »njufft Steward, 

hoſe dexterous managerie was it that rendred 

s Lords debts ſo uſeful co him; not that they 
"ad any proper innate vertue to fecure him 
ouSfrom-che neceſficie eicher of begging or dig- 
Sinp. And therefore we ſee Chriſts words run 
Jn in an Annunciative, but an Exhortatorie 
wlll : he tells us not that Adammor ſhall make 
Wu friends, bur excices us to make that our own 
ts Fare, and by a prudent diſpoſure to make it 
*_udfrryicar ro xn eod above ics native efficacie. 
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But all this is ſure very reconcileable with that 
natural impotency we have obſeryed in it, 
Wealth charitably diſpoſed may haye excellent 
effe&s, but yet thoſe are to be aſcribed to the 
charity , not the wealth, which ſtill remainsin 
its own eſſence the ſame unactive lump in the. ſt 
Cheſt,chat it was in the Mine, like the heathen 
Deities,unable to proteR its molt zealous Ido ften 
laters. Asa further inſtance whereof 1 may add 
that which will ſound very like a riddle, that 
riches cannot deliyer even trom preſent Want: i 
which yet is demonſtrably true in all thoſe 
rich Miſers, whoſe bellies are lanck, while their 
coffers are full; a ſort of Tantalized creature, 
not peculiar onely to this latter age, for wt 
find them deſcribed by Solomon, Eccleſiaſt.6,2,W0i 
A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth 
and honoxr,ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſo 
of all that he deſireth, yet God giveth him 
power to eat thereof, So unſigniticant a thingi 
wealth , that without the addition of a newi8i 
power it enables him not to receiye the lea 
benefit from ir. 
14. When all this is conſidered , what i 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt conf 
dence, fince it appears ſo utterly unable to 
cure men in their moſt important intereſts, 
to do that which it moſt immediately and m 
colourably pretends to,the keeping them fre 
want ? And therefore he that will not run him 
ſelf upon that ſad defeat of being diſappointede 
in bis truſts, failed inhis greateſt exigents, ſe 
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muſt ook out for ſome firmer ground whereon 
tohuild. Bur alas! our ſoil affords it not : all 
here below was long ſince pronounced by on 
in fithar wanted neither wiſdom nor experience, 
o be Vanity. Such mutations and yiciſſitudes 
attend all ſublunary things, that he that at- 
to erect any durable fatisfation on 
hem,ourdoes the folly of that abſurd archite& 
briſt mentions , and builds-not on the ſand, 
hut water : and in this ſenſe the world is ſtill 
deradeluge, nor ſo much dry ground , as 
ere a doye may reſt her foot. 
15, We are then driven by way of neceſſary 
fuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, to come home to the Ark to ſhelter 
jur ſelves under his wings, where alone we 
ay ſecurely relt,and according to the advice 
uch the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to theſe cautions, 
d traſt in the living Ged. And to do this amidſt 
ll the ſeducements of Wealth , co ſee through 
ll thoſe miſts which the fumes of Plenty raile, 
ad whilſt they enjoy the gift, to contide onely 
sMthe Giver , is indiſpenſably the duty , and 
duld be the care of eyery one, to whom 
Paul direQts this charge, Al that are rich in 
8 wor dd, 
16, And ſuch in thelaſt place are to take 
tice of another branch of their obligation, 
d that is tro uſe that advantage which their 
alth gives them , towards the exerciſe of 
nts, Fewperance : which indeed can never be 
own to be truly ſuch , but when there are 
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rtuaities & temptations to the contrary, 
Herhar hath nothi qe to mainta 
a Riot, leayes it dou both to others and 
himſelf, whether his Abſtinences be che effec 
of Poverty or Temper ; but he that has 
the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits it not 
kindle , he approyes his Sobriety to be 
deed his Choice, not bis fate, And thisi 
a moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth : 
though *cis to be doubted it ſcarce finds ro 
in moſt of our Catalogues , yet certainly i 
merits a principal place , as being much 
greateſt of all thoſe, which refle& onely y 
the perſon bimſelf. This reſiſting of Tempt 
tions is truly that Heroick courage wot 
of thoſe that pretend to Honour , fit to dew Pe: 
minate a Gallant mas. I wiſh thoſe who 
that reputation by many raſh and ur 
rantable Adyentues , would here enter 
their youthful Ardours , this being a Fil C0 
where they may be aſſured never to 
j Combatants. One while G/xttoxy preſent 


jelf,armed with the allurements of a full & 
hcare Table : and though one would think 
but a deſpicable Aſailant , that has onelyi 
Kitchin for his armory , yet experiencef 
us, thoſe edgelels weapons may vie with 
keenglt for the mortaineſs of their eff 
At another time Drankense/s ſends a C 
lenge by delicious Liquor, cheerful and 
yerting Company, and that not without 
"Mace of infamy to him, who ſhall own ſo ma ®/4 


ary religious cowardiſe, as to fear to hazard his 
tan Sebrictie in the encoumer, Sometimes again 
ud attaches him with the piercing darts, the 
Ty _ of a proſtitute Beautie, 1n the 
5 af mean time Pride, the moſt ſlie and treacherous 
otulf of all the reſt, is perperually Jaying ambuſhes 
e iv for himin che adorations of his Flatterers, the 
his yanitie of his Artire, and innumerable kinds 
: anlf] of Excefſes. And now what Knight-Errand 
aff would wiſh for more Encounters ? Or why 
ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whillt oy tamely ſuffer ſuch Troops of ene- 
miesto bid them dayly defiance? *Tis,they ſay, 
aol 8 Haxime among the Swordmes, That he that 
har once been baffled, is ever after an incom- 
petent Challenger : 1 wiſh ir might have this 
one ſober application, thar men would ſuſpend 
wal other Dxels, till rhey have righted them» 
ul ſelves on their Vices, and by ſome ſignal 
a Conqueſts redeemed themſelves from char 
- odloquie and defamation, which theſe megn, 
ſent yet inſulting Adverſaries have expoſtd them 
wh 


17. Having fſhewed what Uſes are duly to 
eli be made of Wealth, let us now look back, and 
confider wherher any of them be ordinarily 
A diſcernible in Praftice, And here we ſhall 
a meet with one ſort of men, who ſtumble ar 
the verie threſhold, that fail inthar firſt par 
of dutie, on which all the reſt depend : I mean 
thoſe who by a ſapine negligence ſuffer their 
wil fares ro moulder and conſume inſenſibly, 
SS” 2 
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' ſtances, and doubtleſs the preſent alſo, though 


— — 


for want of an eafie inſpection and ori 
Of ſuch as theſe former Ages have afforded ts 


the number of the luxurious waſters do noy 
ſo overwhelm them, that they are the leſs dil. 
cernible. And though this ſeem to be the efſed 
only of ſloth, yet certainly there are other cov- 
currents to it, generally theſe two : firſt ſud 
an oyerweening of their wealth, that thy 
think jtinexhauſtible ; and ſecondly an op. 
nion that it is a mean and pleaſantly thing for 
a Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble df 
looking after his forrune. The motives ar 
roo ridiculous to deſerye a confuration; by 
in the mean time it cannot but extort pitie, ty 
ſee Families ruined by ſuch yain whimfe, 
And what tolerable account can ſuch a Paren 
give to his begger'd Off-ſpring, to whom ' 
very likely he may propagate the pride anl 
Noth which made the meer managerie ofu 
Eſtate roo hard for him, and yet withall be 
queaths them the ſadder toil of getting one! 
Nay, what account can he give to God, fron 
whom he received it, in order to ſeveral end; 
if he thus at once defeat them all? *Twas: 
Command to the Fews, that they ſhouldw 
ent down Fruit-trees,though it were for ſo ne 
ceſſary an uſe a5 to advaxce a Srige, Dent. 20. 
T9. Bur this js the hewing down that Stock, 
from which ſq much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, 
and that without any pretence either of nect 
fity or reaſon, | 

Je 28, Our 


SHESSonactc*t»rgxt SE S652 


© 
— 


w COS OO ST RHPYT ED S-@2, 


Adwantage of Wealth. 

184 Our next view will preſent us with a- 
other ſort of perſon, who as much tranſpreſſ 
the dutie of contentednſs in both the parts 0 
it. *Tis no prodigie to ſee men, whom God 
hath afforded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to 
allow themſelves that of the poor. ſo lertjn 
their eye be evi/even to themſelyes,becauſe Ge 
j-good. The Egyptians were ſuch jealous Reye- 
rers of thoſe Creatures which they worſhipp'd, 
that he that violated them was in danger of 
foning, Ex04.8. 26,50 theſe men who have ſer 
up their Wealth for their God, pay it ſo much 
veneration, that as they are impatient to hare 
it invaded by others, ſo they are afraid to offer 
the lealt violence to it themſelves. They have 
Inſhrined it to receive their adorations, and 
it is now become Sacrilege (indeed the only 
one they ſcruple) to debafe it to the ſupplie 
of their neceſlities. They are ſ{trange aulleri- 
ties which the Foraries bf this Deitie will en- 
dure, eyen beyond the mortifications of the 
moſt rigid Aſcertick, Their whole lives are a 
perpetual contradiftion to all the appetites of 
Nature ; yet alas ! that infers here no compli 
ance with thoſe of Grace, bur as if they meanc 
to ſer up a Thirdpartie in the world, they e- 
quallie oppoſe theſe. And now he that thus 
oppreſſes himſelf, no wonder if he do the like 
to others, if he extort the utmclt that either 
power or fraud can wring from any. And 
that this work may not be retarded, he is pro- 
vided of yarietic of inſtruments tor it, Some- 

. timey 
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'rimes Bribery muſt give him a legal colour to 


rob his neighbour. Or if a Witneſs prove 4 
better penzy-Wroth then the Judge , Subor. 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes Ex 
tortion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and 
that not onely with the ſlower gnawings of 
the Canker, but with the more ravenons d& 
vourings of the Vulture, Sometimes the Rack 
is brought out, and a poor Tenant faftned on 
it, and thereſo ſtrained and diſtorted, that he 
can never knit again to any competent - ſubfiſ} 
ence. Sometimes again a poor neighbouring 
Prodigal ſhall be ſpurred on to farther ria, 
fed with money, that ſo by a forfeited Aon. 
gage he may fciſe on his Eſtate, In a word, 
**rwere endleſs to reckon up all the engines « 
rapine which chis greedy Inyader hath in hy 
magazine, And of ſuch a one I preſume evey 
man will pronounce, that he notoriouſly vio. 
lates the precept of Contentedneſs. | 
19. Put though this be the groſleſt, yet i 
he not the onely Tranſgreſſour. There 1s all 
«nother more plauſible ſort, who though they 


, do not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth = 


other mens coſts, yer do it too much ar thei 
own : whoſe Brains are meer forges of Pro- 
jets, perpetually hammering out ſome nev 
Contrivance for gain , that continually travel 
in birth of ſome freſh Improvement, ſuffer al 
the pangs and throws of a carking ſolicitude 
m purſuit of ic. I know thispiece of Cove 
rouſueſs bath better luck then the reſt, - 
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paſſes for a creditable thing, under the fpeci-' 
gasname of good husbandry , bur ſure if it be 
throughly penetrated ix will appear no leſs op- 
to Contentment then the former, . Nor 
—_— be invaded by thoſe that ſay,they 
ſeek to advance their Fortunes, not out of the 
Miers deſign of —_— up, but out of the 
more generous purpoſe of living more ſplen- 
didly. For ſure he that covers more to ſpend, 
is45 lictle contented in his portion, as he thar 
covets more t0 lay up : he that thinks his Table 
too ſcanty , his equipage too low, 4s as far 
from being farisfed, as he thar thinks his land 
to0 little, his bag roo empry. So that *ris ap» 
parent theſe arrows come out of the ſamequi- 
ver, though they be ſhot at ſeveral marks. 
20. And between both theſe motives of gri- 
fag no wonder if the Daty of Alme-giving 
crouded into a very narrow compaſs. That 


Axcellent vertue of Charity has indeed much 


of the Image and impreſs of Chrift upon it : 
buttheWorld has given it afurther kind of con- 
formity with him then he ever defagn'd, its 
crucifixion berween Coyetouſneſs & Luxury, 
being the counterpart of his hawging bet wee 
the Thieves. There wants onely one member 
of the parallel, the breaksng rhe legs of theſe 
Malefatters, which God knows our Sonlditrs, 
my many Armies of them haye not bin able to 
dn. The many inſtances theſe times have given 
of the ſudden diflipation of mens 1dolized 
bzaps , baye not yer Jo diſciplin'd the m__ 

ng, 
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ling, asto perſwade him to /ay «p hu treaſure 
re, And the loud calls of God to - 

ingand morrning 4nd girtug with ſackcloth, 
have moſt prepoiterouily been Ecchoed back 
with the louder noiſe of mens revellings? and 
wilde jollities. And then they who thus deſpiſe 
the judgements of God, are very unlikely to 
compaitionate the miſeries of men,and I doubt 
there are many who thus anſwer the character 
of the unjuſt ?udge, L#.18.that neither fear God 
wor regard man,nay that far outgo him in inex- 
orableneſs of temper.He was to be wrought up- 
on by importuxity ; but ſo petrified are theſe 
mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears can dif. 
ſolve them. *Tisa much eaſier task to dig Metal 
our of its native Mine,then to fetch it out of the 
covetous mans Coffer, The Earth, though ſhe 
hide, yer ſhe guards not þer treaſure, *cis ac- 
ceſſible to the induſtry of any that will ſearch 
forit:but he likean Argus ſtandsCentinel about 
his, and: ſounds an alarm upon the remoteſ 
appearance of a poor ſuppliant, With whar 
jealouſie does he eye any that he can but fancy 
ro come upon that ungrateful errand,and then 
how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault? 
Or if by ſome extraordinary Charm all his 
eyes have ſo ſlept at once, that he happen to be 
ſurpriſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of de- 
fence, that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by 
it, but the ſhame of an open repulſe, being 
ſure to find him impregnable Asfor the Volup- 
ewary,he has ſo many expenſive luſts ro main- 
tain, 
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in, that he has difficulty enough how to gra- 
tike all chem in the diſtribution of his wealth : 
they are competitors to each other , yet joyn 
to keep out that which would be a common 
aneco them all. He that grudpes not tte wildeſt 
ns of his wealth , yer thinks an Alms 

will undo him. *Tis the grand buſineſs of his 
like co contrive wayes of expenſe : yet when 
objeR of charity preſents one, he becomes 
thifty on the ſudden, like the Senſitive plant 
ſhrinks at that touch, and that open hand of 
his clutches as faſt, as if ſome conyulſion had 
contraſted it, Thus totally have men forgot 
upon what terms their wealth was given them, 
and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, extraRt 
Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curſe out of a 
Bleſſing, Riches were deſigned by God to 
be ſublervient ro that Compaſſion which he 
has implanted in humane nature : but now 
they are become the means of ſuppreſling and 
eradicating it. Rich men look upon poor, 
as if ney were creatures of another ſpecies, 
things wherein they were perfectly unconcer- 
ned. *Tis Strada's fancy, that there is ſuch a 
ſmpathy raiſed betWeen wo Needles touched 
the ſame Loadſtone , that perſons at the 
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bis Þ rreateſ} diſtance may by the conſent of their 
be _—_ maintain 4 +. xx aw I ſhall not 
le- F undertake for the truth of the Experiment, but 
by [| however methinks *tis matter of reproach to 


us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould bave 
lo much obſeryable accord,as to give uence 
I or 
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for ſuch a conjeRure, whilft men who have 
ſo many andoubred principles of union both 
from nature and grace, have quite extinguiſh- 
ed all effets of them, Thar too many haye 
fo, there needs no other eytdence then the 
many unfuccour'd extremities of the Poor, 
For how elſe can it become poffibe, thar one 
rank of men fhoutd gfutronize, and ahorher 
ſtarve ? Thar he char thinks ic death co endure 
eirher che want -or moderation of a Mel, 
ſhould never confider what are the gripi 
of the ſtill emprie ſtomach ? Thar he ſho 
withonrt all regret fee his own humane narure 
pining and languifhing in the perſon of hi 
poor brother , whilſt in himſelf *tis oppreft 
with the quite contrarie exceſſes, arid might 
be relieved in both by a more equat diſtribut- 
on? 
And now who can ſufficiently deplote 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ay, or ratherihe 
inhumanitic of the Rich ! This ſurely is tie 
fadder ſpetacle of the rwo : the one only fuf 
fers, the other fins. And chat ſuffering roomy 
end in eternal refreſhment, whereas the othe 
inendleſs rorment, Lazarus refts in Abrahe 
boſome, when the uncharicable Glatron 
in perpetnal flames. And ob char chis wet 
chrooghty weighed, rhhacthey woutd confide 
char every degree of unmercifulneſs chey f 
to others, reverts with a rebounded forceup 
on themfetyes ! Alas, *cis not ſo much rhe poit 
mars bodre, as their own ſouls, ctiac ſaeſo 
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their alms, And whenever they ſhut up their 

bowels of compaſſion from the one, whatdo 

they dut opogyiCer mapudie, ſeal wp Gods ftore- 

houſes and trealuries from the other ? When 

they deny the crams from their table , they 

deny chemiclyes a drop of water to cool their 
wes. 

22, But I fear this of Ulliberality may paſs 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when fo 
many are guilty of another fo far cranſcending 
4, For do we not fee diyers, who inſtead of 
abating their Excefles to relieve the Poor, do 
wancay their Riot upon them ? If the deſpe- 
rate Debrs of poor Tradeſmen were examined, 
| doubt not this would appear a ſad truth, *Tis 
become ſo faſhionable a thing to run into 
Scores, and fo unfaſhionable ro pay them, rhac 
he is ſcarce thought well-bred, chat has not 
bankrupted one at leaſt of each Trade he deals 
with, Their onely care is to get credulous 
Merchancs, who ſo long as they truſt ſtoutly 
ſhall bave fair words , bur if once their faith 
fil, then, as if the Solifidsar doRtrine had 
firetche ic ſelf into Traffick as well as Divi- 
aity, they are pronounced Reprobares, and as 
Ffobcitouſly avoided as the Separarsft ſhuns 
«04 perſon whom he is pleaſed ro call carnal. 
{Pokerns and obſcure paſſages are contrived, 
4. purpoſe ro eſcape them , ſo that a poor 

ditour muſt give many dayes, nay moneths 
tendances, before be can fo furprife a Gentle- 
un, 35 [0 Cone ay” 
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the beſt return he uſually meers with, is ſome 
emptie promiſes to bribe a delay. . But ſome. 
times he fares much worſe, and as if *cwere 
a crime not to {larve ſilently, he is reviled and 
reproached, and harſh and contumelious lar 
guage become his only payment. It has been 
received as a Maxime, That we are all kink 
to o0#r own creatures : But this caſe ſhew 
*Z is no uniyerial rule ; for thoſe who this 
make poor men, are of all others the moſt 
barbarous tothem in their poyertie. Butle 
thoſe who thus ſhuffle off their Reckoning 
with men, remember that there will comex 
day, when they ſhall not be able to decline 
their Accompt ro God. And with what b« 
rour and confuſion muſt they appear atthafſe,.: 
Audir, when they ſhall be charged not onehF,,., 
with the miſpending their own eſtates , bu 
other. mens, the having added robberie t 
unmercitulneſs ? an 

23. If in the next place we ſhall refletal p 
the Apoſtles caution of not being high-mindiſh,,. 
or truſting in uncertain riches, we mult tunſh,, .. 
to our Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever affg;1t, 
ſuch charge given, there is ſo little of itn ? 
be read in mens practices. Humilitie isa pk 
that is carefully weeded out of all rich grout 
accounted a mean degenerous qualitie, i 
like Treaſon «ttaints the blood, and forts 
Nobilitie. Gentlemen, though they are for 
molt parr yery guiltleſs of the Pharſee: 
liinence, the faſting twice 4 week,, do kr; 


SESTORAgESSHT=,5s | 


—- 


cureF poet wiſh it might be remembred, t 


F'Y 


| df dh.” 


£ Advantage of Wealth, 


ttanſeribe the worſe part of his copy, the 
thinking they are nor /ike other men,and believe 
ira juſtice they owe their birth to do ſo. They 
have mounted themſelves aloft, and looki 

down from thoſe Pinacles of Honour, all be. 
low ſeem little and contemptible, creeping 
things of the Earth, Worms and no Men, 1am 
not lo for confounding of Qualities, as to ex- 
a& they ſhould chooſe their Intimates and 
Companions out of the loweſt rank, I know 
Prudence as well as Pride has drawn a Parti- 


In tion-wall berween them (though perhapsthe 


Tlatrer has raiſed ic to an ——y height) 
At as the 


"YPrecept of Nor eating Bloud was deſigned not 


forit ſelf, but as an «7s 4 againſt Murder, fo 


that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends 
"Idetween the Noble and the Mean, is valuable 


le WB only as a fence againſt baſe and ignoble practi- 


es, true greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing nor 


** Fe perſons, bur the vices of the yulgar . Yet 


tere alas | the ſenſe is quite changed, and ma- 
"Fy who look the molt faRidioully onthe one, 
illyet mix freely with the other , and while 
hey ſoar the higheſt in the opinion of their 
periority, do yet ſtoop to the ſordid beſtia- 
ties of the moſt abje& of men. Nay, indeed 
"$i Lure does ſomerimes make many of them 
ſcendeyen from their pundilioes, and thofe 
bo at another meeting mult have jookt for 
þ other trearment bur what Sr. James de- 


Fades, 7477, 2.3 Stand tho there,or fit here un- 
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der my foor-ſto1l, ſhall in the rounds of good 
fellowſhip be equal with the beſt : ſuch aLe. 
veller is Debauchery, that it rakes off all di. 
ſtinRions. But in the mean time how great 4 
ſhame is it, that ſuck yicious motives ſhall have 
force enough to make them thus degrade 
themſelyes,when all the Engagements of Chri 
{tianity are not able to do that which is much 
leſs, ro abate any thing of thoſe tumour, 
thoſe ſwelling conceits ot their own greatnels, 
or (in the P/almiF's phraſe) to make then 
know themſelves ts be but Men. 

24. Nor has the other branch of the cauti- 
on any better ſucceſs among them , *Tis in 
many of them too diſcernible, that they place 
that '7ruFt in uncertain Riches , which the 
ſhould repoſe onely in the /iving God, fo ms. 
king his Gifts his Rivals, and raiſing him 1 
Competitor even of his own Bounty. For thi 
we need no other ways of probation , tha 
onely to examine, whether it is,that in any ak 
of difficulty or diſtreſs they make their earlief 
and moft importunate addreſſes, for therem 
may conclude them to fix the greateſt conk 
dence. And I fear *tis too apparent, that 
where wealth makes but any the ſlighteſt pre 
tences, promiſes the leaſt aid, though butre 
mote, and at the ſecond hand, it has moſt« 
their applications. Thus in caſe of Diſeak 
they whoſe plenty enables them for the coftlie 
methods of cure,is not their firſt reſort thithe# 
do not their Fees fly faſter then their praye 
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andare they not much haſtier to invite the 
phyſician, then the Divine ? Nay, indeed the 
latter is ſcarce eyer admitted, til} the former 
eat 4 | have forſaken them; a ſhrewd indication, 
| have Þ where their prime hopes are buile, So again 
:rade Þ inany difaſtrousevent, the firſt Eſſay is whe- 
Chri- Þ ther Money will heal the Wound. He that is 
much | under the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, ſeeks to 
ours, | appeaſe by Preſents,or buys the friendfoip of a 
tne, Blaſts, Atts 12.20. to mediate for him. He 
then | that is brought before a Tribunal endeavours 
with the ſame golden Engine to draw off his 
Proſecutor, to bend and incline his Judge, He 
whoſe Wealth makes him purſued as a defire- 
able Prey, expeRts his ſafery even from that 
which is the original of his danger, and as if 
like a Scorpio it alone could cure its own 
ſting, tries whether a part will ſecure the 
whole. And in the mean time no attempt is 
made to call in God to their reſcue ; as if he 
were an idle unconcern'd ſpectator of humane 
affairs, or ſo inconſiderable an Ally, as not to 
de worth the care of engaging him on their 
ſide. Nay even in their lait and dreadfulleſt 
danger, many ſeem not to quit their depen- 
dence on their Wealth , ſome Tefimentary 
Charities mult then do wonders for them, and 
paſs for all thoſe Frxits of Repentance, which 
ſhould ſecure them from the Wrath eo come. 
Eyen thoſe that have drunk the bloud of the 
f Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate'in- 
© to their Eſtates, think by diſgorging ſome 
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ſmall part of it (which perhaps lies crude, not 
yet ſo digeſted) in a Legacy, to eaſe their cons 
{ſciences ; ſo adapting their Reſlitutions to 
their Rapines, onely 1n this one reſpeR, that 
thoſe as well as theſe are of another mans 
goods, they never commencing &ill death 
hath diſſeized them of all propriety, as if the 
Iniquity of the Fathers were in this ſenſe to be 
viſeted upon the Children, Thus their Wills be- 
come their onely Paſs-port, to convey them 
to Abraham's boſom, and by thus cajoling the 
Poor at parting, they truſt ro extinguiſh the 
clamours of all former oppreſlions, and in 
ſpight of Solomon will hope, that Riches foal 
profit in the day of Wrath, It will not here be 
pertinent to inquire how many other objedt 
of Truſt they have, which divert them-fron 
that one, to which the Apoſtle directs them, 
It may ſuffice in general to ſay, that none can 
be ſuppoſed indeed to tra on the living Gu 
but thoſe who by ſincere piety qualific rhem- 
ſelves for his proteCtion , according to which 
meaſure *tis ro be feared many eyen of the 
faireſt pretenders will beexcluded. 

25. If now we proceed to the /aF# part of the 
Rich mans Dmty, the exerciſe of Temperanty 
we may without an Axpxr divine the retut 
of that Inqueſt, For ic baving formerly ap 
peared, that they turn that ſtream,which ſhoul 
flow in Charity, to make the fuller current fot 
their Luxury, *tis viſible they are far from 
Fgning any (elf-denial, Bur if that inference}; 

wer 
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were not proot enough of it, they daily give 
wocular demonſtrations : What ſtudious pro- 
woos do they make for the fleſh ro fulfill the 
luſts thereof ? Rom.13.14. Nature affords not 
Meat delicate enough for their palats ; it mult 
be adulterated wi:h the coſtly mixtures of 
Art, before it can become Gentile nouriſh- 
ment. And in this they are arrived to ſuch a 
niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very my- 
ſerious Trade, the Kirtchin has almoſt as many 
latricacies as the Schools. And the quantity 
of their Meat is not leſs extravagant then the 
kinde: One that did butexamine their Bills of 
Fare, would think the Dogs appetite were the 
Epidemick Diſeaſe among them, if he did not 
conſider they had Eyes to be fed as wellas Bel- 
lies. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform,as not to 
bavetheir Drink bear a full proportion with 
their Meat, and *cwere well if it did no more, 
that their Drinking had but thoſe ſer hours of 
their Meals, that ſo there might þe at leaſt 
ſomeInteryals and Pauſes in their Debauches , 
whereas now many perſons allow themſelves 
00 longer Intermiſſions then may juſt qualifie 
them for a new Exceſs; recover their wits 
onely ſo far, as may put them in capacity of 
loſing them again. | 
26, But belides theſe, there is another ſort 
of proviſion for the fleſh, of which they are 
no leſs ſolicirous, and which many buy in 
a very dear rates, The embraces of 'a Wife 
are as nauſeous to them,as Manna to the 1/r4- 
G 3 elites, 
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elites . *Tis Variety they hunt after, and 
they might have the Twrk's Seraglio, thy 
would not ſtick to take his Afabomeranſy 
withall. Nay if that were as agreeable to they 
Reaſon to belieye, as to their inclinations to 
imbrace,;they would certainly reckon it acop 
ſiderable part of the prize,as that which tothe 
preſent poſſeſſion ſuperadds a liberal reyerſin 
of thoſe brutiſh delights, and would thin 
they had madea very commodious Bargain, w 
have ſo exchanged the Chriſtians preſent pur. 
ty, and future Heaven. 

27, Toall theſe Exceſles, that of their 
parel does perfeftly correſpond : ſo much 
ſo much buſineſs goes to it, that one may 
moſt as cheaply and eaſily rig out a Ship, v 
ſet out a Gentleman in his compleat Equipag 
How many Arcificers go there to the pieciaf 
him up! He that ſhould affign bim one 
each Limb, would much contract the nus 
which is indeed fo preat,that if it were com 
red 'rwould be fonnd it conſtituted moſt of th 
Trades in a Common-wealth. A ftranged 
propertion, that the Little World ſhould 
much ourvie the Greater, and a lively inſtant 
1t is of the multiplying faculty of Vanity, tht 
can improve Natures ſimple neceflity of « 
vering, to ſuch an !exorbitant exceſs, and 
nurit up the firſt Figeleaves to ſuch a luxuria 
growth, that the Hereymiax Oaks, which Mt 
tells ſuch wonders of, are but a kind of Pig 
plantco them thac chus over(preadthe We 
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ard from covering of Shame, are grown to 
fhadow and darken Reaſon it ſelf, ſo creating 
+Moral nakedneſs, whileſt they hide a Na- 


rural, 

28, Toall the reſt we may add their Sports 
and Recreations, the expenſiveneſs whereof is 
no way inferiour to all the former. Gaming, 
like a Quick-ſand, ſwallows up a man in a mo- 
ment z and how many ſuch Wrecks have theſe 
latter Ages produced ? Hawkg, and Hoxnads, 
ff and Horſes, cc. are ſomewhat (lower devour- 
ers, yet as they are manag'd by ſome, tend 
much to the ſame end : ſo that me thinks ſuch 
men ſeem ro make the ſame menace to their 
Eſtates, which Goliah did to David, 1 Sam.17. 
fl 44+ 1 will give thee to the fowl s of the air,and to 
the beaFts of the field. Such vaſt numbers of 


ins them they have, and thoſe kept with ſuch nice- 


neſs and curioſity, as if they had a deſign to 
debauch the poor animals, and infe&t them 
with their luxury, *Tis now no news in the 
$f literal ſenſe, to have the Childrens bread gi- 
ves te Dogs; and it may within a while be as 
lictle, whete not onely their Children, but 
oF themſelyes want ic. For Prodigaliry is of the 
ha nacure of the Viper, and eats out the bowels of 
that Wealth which gave it birth , and Ate- 
os fate was both Emblem and Story, tobe eat- 
"ap With his Dogs, 

29. We haye ſeen now how much their 
Praftice ſwerves from their Duty : Let us next 
a little conſider, whether they might not be 
= G 4 * hap» 
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happier, if they were regulated by it. And 
firit, 4 prudent ——_— 'of their EFate: 
fure far from being ſuch an oppreſling burden 
as ſome are willing to fancy it. For if ith, 
moderate, and ſuch onely I recommend, ity 
ſuppoſed ro exclude all painful and diſquieting 
ſollicicudes, and chen it becomes onely of the 
nature of a Diyertiſement , helps them of 
with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, whole empt- 
neſs becomes their Load, and which t 
would elſe be in pain, and probably at no ſmal 
coſt ro diſpoſe of, And 1 ſee not why it ſhoull 
not be full as pleaſant at the inſtant, to talke 
their own affairs, as of other mens, (a 
yet are the uſual entertainment of thoſe tha 
negle& their own, ) to take up Accomptsx 
home, asReckonings at the Tavern; And! 
am ſure *cis much more ſo inthe conſequencs 
of it, as much as Peace 1s aboye Diſcorl 
and Tumulc, Plenty above Indigence and Ne 
ceſlity. 

30, Next for Coxtentment, univerſal cor 
ſent ſuperſedes the labour of proving that! 
happineſs, it being unanimouſly accordedt 
be the Elixer and Quinteſlence of all chat pre 
rends to that title, to be to all theſe outwarl 
things, as the Soul is to the Body, that whid 
animates and infpirits them, without whid 
they ace but dead, yea noiſom carcaſes, pre 
ſures inſtead of enjoyments. This is the tr 
Philoſophers ſtone , that turns all ic couchs 
zato Gold, rhe poor man isRich with it, - 
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the Richeſt poor without it, Whoever there. 
fore deſires to improve his Eſtate, let him be- 
in his culcure or husbandry upon his minde, 
there this Tree of Lite, the ſhade where- 
of will yield him a perpetual refreſhment, 
'will make him always as Rich as he deſires to 
he; and he certainly knows not what he asks, 
that demands more, 

31. The next Duty, that of Ziberality,may 
perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiable an 
alpet ; bur jr is onely by thoſe who look upon 
itthrough falſe Glaſſes : men generally conſi- 
derit as a piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine 
framed by Divinesto force open their Cofters, 
and plunder them without a War. Burt if they 
would but turn the right end of the Perſpe- 
flive, *ewould then have a quite contrary ap- 
pearance ; they would diſcern that it is the 
means to multiply, not diminiſh their ſtore, 
amore profitable way of uſury then any the 
greedieſt Extortioner hath ever foynd our. Tis 
alending to the Lord, Prov.19.17. who ſure- 
ly is the moſt ſolvent Debtor any can deal 
with,and one who neyer makes ſcanty retribu- 
tions. This I am confident might be atteſted 
eventually true by all thoſe who have attempt- 
edto make the experiment. The only prejudice 
that can lie againlt their Teſtimony is the pau- 
city of thoſe that have ſo attempted (& would 
to God men would conſpire to ſolve that ob- 
jeRion) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
mon'd to give in their accompts, I doubt not 
OF ; iT 
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it would appear their bounty had enriched,ng 
impoveriſhed them, I am ſure ] have mer with 
ſeveral remarkable initances of it, but neyer 
yet with one tothe contrary : and thereforef 
either reaſon or preſident may have force, he 
that conſiders but rightly his own temporal 1 
tereſt cannot but have appetite to this Duty, 
inreſpeR of himſelf. And yet where there ar 
any bowels,this is but a faint inducement con- 
pared with that which ariſes from the calami, 
ries of the perſons to be relieved. The wants 
the Poor are loud and paſſionate Orators,fuch 
as cannot miſs to work upon any, on whon 
covetouſneſs hath not firſt wrought the unhap 
py MMetamorphoſis,of turning them into ſtone, 
And theſe having once conveyed into a mas 
minde a compaſtionate regret, himfelf groas 
under that preſſure, which he ſees cruſhing 
the other: and then what can be more pleaſant 
then by a ſcaſonable charity to eaſe both?Nort 
doubts of the Receivers delight, but ſure that 
is ſhort of the Givers,by how much the inter. 
our ſenſe is more ſubtile and acute then theerſ] j5 
terionr, Would God thoſe who make it ther 
Trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try bit 
this One pieceof Epicuriſme, and then 1 dou 
not, they would acknowledge that all meats 
inſipid, compared with that, which they ex 
with the poor mans mouth ; the moſt ſplendid 
apparel fordid and inglorious, in reſped « 
that they wear upon his back; and all pleaſure 
and recreations joykſs and uneaſte, ballancel 
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the exerciſe of Chriſtian liberaliy. 

$2, Nor have they in thenext place any rea. 

(I þnto fuſpeR the Apoltle treacherous to their 
tintereſt, when he ſeeks to diſpoi! them 

of that eicber Pride, or confidence, which 
their Riches are apr to create, For the former 
ty certain all haughty perſons may very.pro- 
interrogate themſelves in tliat form, we 

vl finde Wiſd.5.8. What hath Pride profited us, or 
What good hath Riches With our wannting 
irwght 7 It would furely puzzle the moſt ex+ 
petienced man to define what there is in Pride, 
that can afford any felicity. The utmoſt that 
cande pretended is, that it is a lively chearful 
thing to have good thoughts of ones ſelf, but 
he that can in earneſt make this plea for pride, 
doesin juſtice owe as fair an excominm to Bed- 
lam : for according to this meaſure that con. 
tains the happieſt people , there being thoſe 
LY that are the moſt highly rapr in the opinion of 
their own excellencies. Yet ſure we ſhould 

+} judge him in good Election for the place, that 
ry thonld look upon it with appetite. Bat admit 
this might indeed paſs for a pleaſure, yert it is 
«8 the parent of a far greater uneaſineſs, and like 
2 carcaſs breeds a worm that deyours it ſelf, 
For he that looks on himſelf with ſuch reve- 
rence, 'exaQs that all orhers ſhould do to roo, 
ON and when he fails in that aim (as none ſo fre 
"| quentlydoes, as the proud) what diſquiets and 
Wnpatiencies ts he under!fuch as infinitely nom 

: | whe 
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whelmall the pleaſure of his yain complacen.ſhoug 
cies. A little diſreſpe& from ordecai is ab 
to evacuate all Hamar's proſperity, Such aKf hi 
Cheat and Impoſtour is Pride, that whileſtith, 
pretends to exalt, it debaſes , whilelt it eleyataf 
a man above others, it really ſubjeRs himt 
them, puts him in their power to torment aq 
cruciate, and whileit it makes ſhew of adyarſhi 
cing, *cis but in the ſame manner that the Raciſhend 
extends the ſtature by diſlocating the Joyn 
And then I hope *cwill be no unfriendly officeatic: 
to perſwade men, to keep themſelves fronfhir 
thac Engine of pain,or ro recommend to then 
ſuch an humility of minde, as may preſery 
them in that ſecurity and compoſednek Fla 
which is fundamentally neceſſary to all tre 
happineſs. ati 
33. Thevery ſame judgment 1s to be mak 
of the other Branch of the Caution, themeſſe 
rrufting in wncertain Riches, but in the livin 
Ged : which is moſt viſibly every mans preſent 
concernment. He that can entertain a doubtdhe 
it, let him bur fall into the hands of ſome tree-i 
cherous or but impotent perſon, that ſhalluh 
ſome important affairs betray his truſt, or d&-Whet 
ceive his hopes, and then let him tell me wheins c 
ther it be not a mans immediate and moſt pre-fTom 
ſing Intereft, to build his confidences onthe 
Rock, not on the'Sand. Nothing but the amwFſtout 
Zing exigencies of a ſinking man can excuſe theJBut 
folly of catching at Reeds; but he that ſhoullJay 
deliberately ele& ſuch Supporters, would beFſof { 
—— chough 
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cen-Fhought as mad, as he is ſure to be miſerable, 
abeKSechis is bur the faint and imperfet Emblem 
> aKfhim who relts upon his Wealth : whereas 
eſt, the other ſide he that ſhelters himſelf under 
She ſhadow of the Almighty, is poſſeſt of a 

pt inexpugnable Fortreis. For how can he 

il of ſecurity that has Omnipotency for 

His Guard, or be deluded in his truſts, that de- 
nds on T ruth it ſelf?Lert theſe ſo diſtant ſtates 
ecompared, and then ſure I ſhall not need to 
ficeſaticipate any mans judgement, but may leave 
imto pronounce on which fide his Intereſt 

s well as Duty lies in this particular, 

34. Laſtly, Temperance alſo puts in her 
aim to Pleaſare, which Ipreſume thoſe will 
efure to reſiſt, who place that wholly in the 
atifaRtion of the ſenſual appetite, Yet I be- 

eone might take even theſe men in ſuch a 
alon, when they ſhould be forced to give 
their verdict for it, Come to the G/utton 

heis labouring under the load of an 0- 
charged ſtomack , to the Dr#nkard when 
ismornings qualm 1s reyenging on him his 
\[luYaſt nights debauch;to the /##f#/ perſon,when 
 de-@he rorment of his bones admoniſh him of the 
yhe-Yins of his fleſh : and then ask them whether 
rel-$7Temperance be not more pleaſant then its con= 
1 theFtrary. I can ſcarce think the Devil has any ſuch 
mi-Fſtour Confeſſors, but will then betray his cauſe. 
 theYBur this virtue is in it ſelf too amiable to need 
zullYany of theſe Foils to illuſtrate it, the pleaſure 
” of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an Appetite, 
g is 
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i9not onely nobler, buc greater then any is 

be had in the moſt tranſporting moment 

fatisfying them. Every man will call bin 

Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Fieldlo{ 

the opportunity of a glorious Victory, ande 

poles himſelf ro certain Captivity, rather / f 

forſake his Liquour, or other ſordid pleaſun 

Ard this is juſt the deciſion of the preſent cak 

Our Luſts are our mortallelt Enemies,and 

ry time they aſſaulr us, *cis in our choice & 

by reſiſting them to gain a ſignal Conquelt, 

elſe by {tooping to thoſe deſpicable Cures the 

hold out to us, to be vanquiſhed by them, 

that chuſes the laſt, if he have any ſhaday 

pleaſure, *cis onely that of a Bea, my 

Horſe, who though he hath indeed the faris 

Rion of receiving Meat, yet he alſo takest 

Bridle, yea the Whip too from the ſame þ 

*Tis the former onely, that is the pleaſure 

man, Which 1 ſuppoſe ſufficient to evince 

which rhe difference belongs. For ſure 

can think God hath been ſo unkinde to his 

Image in humane nature, as in the diſpenſat 

of felicity to aflign the larger ſhare to thi 

Brutes. And theretore in this particular asi 

as the reſt we may conclude, that he i Wifaeec 

onely the moſt pious bur the moſt happy dip 

ſon, that makes the right uſes of his Wealth. ao! 
8th 
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L Er us now proceed to the third Ad- 
it, _ vantage, that of Time: which 
$0] though men do often ſo induſtri. 
N. ouſly waſte, as if it were rather a 
on harden then an adyantage, yet the differing e- 
ke mates they make of it, when it is near expi- 
tis 


nap, the paſſionate Dearh- bed wiſhes of a few 
$reprieye, witneſs that it has a real yalue. 
For were it an empty uſeleſs thing, it would 
then begin to appear conſiderable, whenall 
Kher yanities grow in contempt with us, The 
happineſs of it is, that men learn to prize ir, 
PFuthey do moſt other good things, rather by 
the want then. the enjoying, buy the skill of 
nding with the loſs of the Talent, whichſhould 
aintainthe Traffick, and then onely come to 
&count it a treaſure, when they can no longer 
Mlhole it to any benefic; and that diſpoſing 
th. Faone is it that can render it truly valuable. Ic 
herefore a molt neceſſary providence to 
karn this art of improvement, this piece of 
Vhirial hugbandry , wi:hout which a mans 
klf becomes that accurſed ſoil, the Apoſtle 
mens 
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mentions, Heb.6.8. Whoſe end ts to be burn 
Let us therefore awhile examine what are 
thoſe Imployments of our Time, which my 
render it molt fertile to our preſent comfon, 
and furure account, 

2. Every man ſays (though perhaps fewcos.td*! 
ſider) that oxr time here us but 4 Prologuen the! 
Eternity ellewhere, and that the conditionq 
that Ecernity,whecher happy or miſerable,de.$'ab 
pends upon the well husbanding of this time, {ud 
That therefore and that onely can be the right 
managery ofir,whichtends to make our future 
Eſtate as happy, as it is ſure to be laſting, J, 
this purpoſe God hath chalked us out ſome 
great lines of Duty, from whence ſo m 
leſſer do ariſe, aswill, if we will permit then, 
ewilt and wynde themſelveswith every hourd 
our lives. And though theſe Duties are inthe 
kinde of them obligatory to all conditions 
men, yet frequenter Actsof them are expedte( 
from thoſe, whoſe Qualities and fortunes gix 
them more yacancy from ſecular toyls. 

3. For certainly it is not to be fancied, that 
God who has put an aRive Principle into our 
nature, ſhould induſtriouſly provide forthe 
ſuppreſſing its operations in any, devote ſud 
aSelet number of men, asan Hecaromb to bt 
offered up to 7aleneſs. And yer much leſs au 
it be thought, that he ſhould ſo promote that 
Iniquity, which he profeſſes to hate, astod&- 
ſign them co the purſuits of that, Aſanuni 
them from labour,to leave them freer for vice 
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nc) | And if neither of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their 
© ae kiſure were not indulged chem either thar 
may co do nothing,or do ill,there remains +. 
for, a third end imaginable, and that is the 
doing good , ( for as for Sports and Paſtimes, 
cor. the belt of them come ſo near to Idleneſs, and 
ue {0e worſt of them to Vice , that as the one is 
2n off not to be allowed any, ſo the other no confide- 
e.de. fable part of their rime.) Now becauſe none & 
ime | gud but one, that is God, Mark 10.18. wecan 
io} take our mealures of good actions only from 
his preſcription; and ſo thoſe which he has 
4, commended as ſuch ro Mankind in general, 
one { point out to this particular rank of menthe na 
1a ture of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial Vacan« 
en, and leiſure does the higher degrees of 
Ir 
pi 4. And firſt thoſe of Pizty towards God 
of july challenge a great ſhare of cheir Time. 
4 for whereas God may ſeem to have limited 
 $a0d confined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule 
of preferring mercy to themſelyes Gefere ſatrie 
hat $þceto him; be does by exempring the rich from 
our doſe neceſſicies tacitly require their devotion 
the $10 ſwell upto ſome proportion wich his bounty 
a<Jtothem, who being freed from thoſe weights 
\ I mberewith others are clogged and incumbred, 
ca {072 nature it ſelf ſuggelts the expectation of 
ha {their ſoaring higher. He has pur them art a 
ditance from the meaner cares and ſollicitudes 
wi 0 of life, as if he were jealous thoſe might prove 
ce. f is rivals, and keep them from growing into 
od : H a 
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a cloſer intimacy with himſelf. And ſhall ty I 
deſign of his love be defeated? And when hehyf.. | 
thus ſecured himſelf from one fort of Cong. 
ticour, ſhall more and baſer be ſought alc. 
every the triflingeſt and vileſt Entertainmenſ, 
be courted to come and ſupplant him? Thyff,, « 
were indeed to anſwer that odious charadteſ,, 
of the Adultereſs, Ezek.16.34. which wasngflic, 
folicited, but did ſolicit. And thoſe that x mak 
make ſuch unworthy and provoking remuraſſ,; 
to ſoendearing a kindneſs , evince themſel 5 
defticute not onely of grace, bur of all degre ably 
of common good nature, For when he ſo py tay 
zeRs for their familiarity and converſe, wiz 7 
can be more inhumane and ingrate, then thyſſ;,;, 
ſcornfully to decline it? Yet under this chag, 
all thoſe will certainly fall, who do not ingly; 

( nay devote) every day ſome conſider 
part ofthis their vacant time to the keeping Pat 
their intercourſe with God, by Reading, Prapi; 
er and Meditation. Tha 
5. Inthenext place, Themſelves oy ioke w- 
con 


y 


a part. But here I mean nottho 

ſenſual ſelyes, which have in many ( like ? 
Yaoh's lean kine ) deyoured the nobler 
more excellent; but it is the more divine 
fublimated part of them, on which their ti 

is to be laid out. And here they can never wat 
buſineſs, that being in ſeveral reſpeRs a wt 
proper objeR of their diligence. For firſt, th 
Underſtandings, how clear and vigorow i 
ever , attain not their height at once,, hs 


_ 


— 


ths 
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eral ſteps z nor 
ney an we in this life d ta ſuch dM rg, 
wi excludes a poſlibility of grawth. So char 
ary adyantage of Education can ſuperſede the 
ME of After-induſtry , that being Nill able rg 
UE nake farther improvements , bring in new ac- 
ub cefons to their Knowledge. And this is ſq 
el aricing an entertainment,as may very reaſon- 
Fa bly expeR their companies ſome hours of the 
"MF day in their Studies. 
wal '5, But though this be 2 conſiderable, yer 
WK not che weightieſt part of rhat care they 
wayy owe themſelves. For as the Soul confidei'd 
TI io its IntellefF , may thus become their Pupil, 
TI fon is Morals it has often need co be their 
v9 patient. For though in irs Qriginal Conſtitution 
it was perfeRly pure and healthy, yer by in- 
\ , Whabiting in this peſthouſe the Fleſh , ic hath 
wel [. much of its contagion; and by 
- much the more delicate and refined its 
"»} compoſition is, ſo much the more mortal are 
wp to which it is ſubjeR. It will there- 
F yore require a cloſe and wary attendance. A 
ny Phyſician tha has a nice and tender Patient, 
uy myſt be very afſjdyous in his care , obſervant 
WY of all fympcoms, watchful againſt all accidents. 
HY And fo certainly ſhould men be here; they 
8 #Y ſhould make dayly obſervations how their 
» #] ghoſtly Grengeh increaſes or decayes , what 
_— ">. Wa 
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Humour moſt predominates, whether CholeWigd 
boil up into rage,Phelgm freez into ſloth; wheflwo 
ther the Sanguineneſs of their remper make 
them luſtful , or the Melancholy revenge 
and accordingly apply their ſpiritual PurgMol 
tives, the Baths, or the Paleſftra, preſcribe 
rules of Diet and Exerciſe. And doubtle 
whoever makes theſe dayly ſtri& inſpe&ic 
into himſelf, will by the ineitimable benefit bel; 
receives from it , be taught how great a ble 
ſing his Time is, and how much a greater t 
haye grace thus to imploy ir. ag 
7. But though a ſans ſelf be a Provinli} 
wide enough to take up a good part of h 
time, yet muſt he not ſo ingroſs it, asto 
fraud his Neighboxr , who hasalſo a right 
ſhareinit. God having made man afrterhj 
own Image, has (as part of that) ſtamped uy 
him the Bounty and Communicativeneſs 
his nature : and therefore when we live wh 
to our ſelves, we raſe and deface that Impreg 
And when 'tis remembred that the heinouſne 
even of Mxraer is by God pronounced toi 
from the violation of his Image, Gen. 9. 
parity of reaſon muſt conclude this no li 
guilt. Nor is it onely our Goods we are tow 
part (forthat were a very partial Tranſcilyan 
of that Bounty weare to imitate, which g! 
us ſo much beſides) but in general what 
other Ability we have by which our neight 
may receive adyantage: and ſo a man hy 
many imployments of his time, as he citaiſuir 


— 
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woke fads or can make opportunities of doing good 

others. I ſay make ; for ſure ſince God hath 
naltFonſtirured Love to our neighbour one of the 
: lamental laws to Mankind, we are not to 
rgHFlook upon it only asan accident or caſualcie, 
rideflbut as a main and deliberate buſineſs of our 
NieeFlives ; not refer ic wholly to chance whether 
iouffexer we ſhall do an aR of this kinde, or no,buc 


it leſiaduſtriouſly ſeek out and improve occaſions. 
s we finde the Liberalitie of our Bleſſed 
er toFL.ord repreſented to us in the parable of the 


| Ye Supper, Luke 14. 16. where there was 
not only liberal proviſions made for ſuch as 
of would come in, but importunitie uſed to draw 
0&Fthem, particular invitations made to the poor 
zi ad the maimed, the halt and the blind, and 
er when that brought not in gueſts enough, the 
| Hh h-wajes and Hedges were to be ranſacked, 
ad a general Preſs, as it were, made of men, 
0 receive not the Earneſt-pennie of Death, 
w(which is uſually the ſignification of our Preſs- 
"Fmoney) but che Antepaſt ofEternal life. Oh 
aiFthat all choſe who pretend to greatneſs of 
mind, would copie out this Munificence, that 
hey would preyent mens deſires, and invite 
hem to come and be obliged by them. For 
want of this, many occaſions of doing bene- 
fits are loſt ; the modeſty of ſome, perhaps the 
pride of others, averts them from requeſting 
hoſe aſſiſtances they moſt need. It were there- 
aforethe nobleſt Study a Gent /eman could enter- 
«gn bjmſelf with, to ſearch the yarious Wants 
=: H 3 0 
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Sine ; who reckon Saying of Prayers amo 
{hoſe gedancick tasks of their childbood, whice 

apire with the Rod and Fers/a, and can never 
think fit eo debaſe their more Manly ſtateto ic, 

& perhaps a reſtleſs night may force them 

$6 call it in to ſupply the place of a more uſual 
and pleaſing Anodyve, Whether this be nor 
the pitch 0 my Gemlemens Devotion, I ap- 
peal co any that obſeryes their practice. 

g. Nor have they much moretodoitithe 
[rarie, then the Oratorie, unleſs it be ſtored 
with Romances : any deeper ſort of reading 

iedf is as formidable to them, as the Mines or Gal- 
x leys ; nor do they without wonder look at 
thoſe who can voluntarily ſet themſelyes to 
at thoſe Oars. But Divinicie is beyond all 
under prejudice with them, decried not 
only 4s a crabbed , but »xgenti/e ſtudie ; fo 
that upon pain of Regroach, none are to know 
more of it, then may juſt qualifie them to de- 
ride it, or read the Bible to any other purpoſe, 
then to enable them co blaſpheme God in his 
J own tile. If theſe men may be ſaid at all to 
converſe. with God, it isin the ſame manner, 
thar the Phariſees did' with our Saviour, with 
he inſidious defign of entangling him in bis 
talk; Matth. 22. And ſure the moretime is 
thusſpent, che worſe. * 

10. Proportionably to this they acquic 
themſelves of che «cher parts of this Dutie , 
that Time which they ſhould beſtow either in 

preventing or curing their ſpiricual Maladies, 
= 049 * they 


104 'Tar GaxTLEMANs CALLING, 


they lay out wholly in contraRting or incree, 
ſing chem. They have made a moſt {triQt league 
with the Fleſh, and like faichful Confederaty 
they omit no endeavor to ſtrengthen its Partie, 
to ſupply ic with freſh forces , the expenceof 
the whole day is managed wholly in order 
to thatend. Thus that they may be ſurety 
keep their Luſt kigh and vigorous, they give 
it a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morn. 
ing, a full meal of gluttonie at noon, beſide 
mulcitudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourk 
and Fancies, all the day : and with theſe Aux 
iliaries, it need not doubt to maintain the Field 
againſt poor macerated Chaſtitie, So again, 
leſt Sobrietie ſhould happen to ſurpriſe them, 
and gain but the honour of one Day,how vig- 
lant are they to give it the firſt aſſault ? Scarce 
a day that they draw not up in Batalia againſt 
it, and ſeldom miſs givingit a total Rout ; and 
if Sleep like a Miſt befriend ir to ſteal upon 
them inthe morning again, yet that little Sue 
ceſs is but a preparationto a more ſignal De- 
feat in the afternoon, which is with many, 1 
time allotted wholly to theſe skirmiſhes , per- 
haps the chaſe followed all night, nay, pur- 
ſued ſo far by ſome, till an habitual Sottiſhneh 
ſave them the labour of theſe Quotidian Can- 
bats. Nor is their Pride ſo affronted, as to he 
forgot in the diſtribution of their Time, a go0d 
ſcantling of it is cut out to its uſe; ſomein 
contriying and deſigning their Cloaths, and 
ſome in putting them on ; ſome in wg +=: 
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I themſelves, and ſome infprojecting to be ad. 
nired by others ;, ſome in hearing flatteries, 
and more in refleRing and ruminating upon 


a7! 


them. 

11, As for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus deyotedto theſe or ſome 
other ſet and ſolemn Senſualities, they are 
geaned up by Sports and unſigniticanc 
s : nay, even ſome who abſtain from 
the former, do yet ſo wholly abandonthem= 
fyes to the latter, that'their lives become ut- 
terly unprofitable. Under this number I have 
no intention to include all whoallow them- 
ſelves Recreations, I know ſome divertiſemente 
s ſo neceſſarie both to the Bodie and Mind of 
man, that if it keep within moderate bounds, 
it is but a juſt debt to himſelf, and cannor fall 
under any ill charaRter : but that which isre- 
prehenſible in this matter, is the exceſs and 
mordinacie of ir, the making tharta buſineſs, 
which ſhould be bur adiverſion. Andthiswe 
ſee to0 uſual with many, who abfurdly ſtretch 
this priviledge of their Gemri/irie,even till ic 
break , purſue their ſports of Hawking and 
Hunting, &c. ſo vehemently and aſliduouſly, 
that ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their 
Callings ; never conſidering that a Faulconer 
or Huntſman is indeedas mean a Vocation, as 
thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
_ of this nature any man ſuffers to uſlurp 

s time, he does in it extreamly reproach 
timſelf, racitely confeſſes, that the is unfit for 

generous 
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generous and manly F ploymeants , and caly 
himſelf Childe, while be thus crifles and play 
away his dayes. 

12. I know not whether I may rank the 
great and drep Gameſters in this File ; for 
though the nature of their imployment belong 
eo it, yet there are ſuch contiderable ruinow 
effes of it, as ſeem to place it in the nu 
of more ſerious Jlis. And indeed , Ng 
Cuſtom hach called ic Play, yet che many anzj- 
ous fears and unealie Commoations which uſuak 
ly attend it, evince the great improprietie gf 
the Title, and would more reaſonably haye 
given it a name ofthe dire contrarie import- 
ance. Bat as feigned names are commonly an 
art of concealing perſons , ſothis Trade af. 
ſumes the ſtile of Divertiſement, indeed todi. 
gSuiſe its true original, which undoubtedlyy 
Covetouſneſs. For what imaginable cauſe can 
there be aſſigned, beſides the defire of Win- 
ning, that ſhould make men venture what they 
are- ſo unwilling to loſe ? It is certain, he 
that plays for a Peece,has as much of the di- 
vertive part, as he that ſtakes a thouſand : and 
were that all were deſigned , men need not, 
and certainly would not fo profuſely over- 
buy what it ſelf at ſo much a cheaper 
rate. I know this isa motive men think too 
ſordid to own, but would God they world 
once learn ( in this better (caſe ) to revere 
themſelves as well as others, and deſpiſe tobe 
prevailed on by what they are aſhamed © 
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gyow. But the eyent ordinarily ſpeaks it as 
great a Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
are too many ſad inſtances inthe ſhipwracke 
Fortunes of theſe Adyenturers. And indeed 
there is nothing wonderful in it, but that men 
will be ſo mad asto run the hazard. For that 
being ſuppoſed, ir is not at all ſtrange to ſee 
them ſink under it, For a man has here to deal 
hot with Chance alone (which yer were but a 
tickle bottom to imbark in) but with ſuch com- 
binations of Deceit, that even good Forcune 


it felf will not fecure him : fo that he that has. 


n-ot learnt to Plovgh with the ſame Heifer, is 
like to make bur fad Husbandrie of it, And 
even thoſe that have, if they happen to get 
ſome few good Crops, yet they quite wear out 
the ſoil with them , torfeit that Repuration 
with all conſidering men , which ſhould ler 
them in to farther opporrunities, and ſeave 
themſelves to live not ſo mach upon their own 
Ws, as other mens Follies. It istrue indeed, 
that bach in theſelatter days proved a prettie 
hrge Common to graze on, and ſome have 
ſeemed ro thrive well upon it, bur generally 
ſeach Cattle meet at laſt witha pinching Win- 
ter, which leaves them as bare and meagre, as 
ever. In ſhort, Chearing has uſnally a reflex- 
ed eMficacie,, and deceives none more then 
thoſe that nſe it : yet fuch a firoak hath it now 
got in Gaming , that m moſt Companies it 
ſaves men onely this miſerable choice, Whe- 
ther rhey will be aRiye or paſſive in it, Which 
: ; | methbinks 
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— mecthinks ſhould be effough to awake men, a 
- immoderate Tyrannies uſe to do, to vindicate 
their Liberties, and reduce Gaming from this 
exorbirancie to its Primitive uſe, make it ceaſe 
to be a'[rade, and become a Recreation, and 
that too bounded with in ſuch juſt limits, that 
it may not incroach on thoſe hours which 
ſhould be deſtined to greater concernments, 
But as it is between this-and the reſt, either 
Impertinencies or Vices, all their time is 
pre-ingaged and fore-ſtalled, that their moſt 
important intereſt is lefc forlorn and negle& 
ed , they have as little leiſure as will to conf 
der the poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that 
they carrie any ſuch trifle about them. 

13. And-now they that thus forget God and 
themſelyes, no wonder if they afford little con» 
ſideration to their brethren. . They will oc 
be guiltie of ſuch an 7»decorsm, or denie the 
Bodie of fin its exaRt ſymmetrie,by making this 
part unproportionable to the reit : and 
fore they either allow no part of their time to 
ethers,or do it to ſuch inverted peryerſe purpy- 
ſes,as makes the payment worſe then robberi, 
Thus many beſtow Y5ft- on others, not out f 
any purpoſe of kindneſs, but either to trifle 
away their own time,or to make obſeryations, 
what they can ſpie ridiculous to entertain 
their laughter. A myſterie the Zoxdox-viſitants 
are generally well read in, who have put this | et 
buſineſs long ſince intoa ſetled courſe , ſo that | ther 
the diſcoveries of one Vilit ſets them in a __ boy 
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ofdefaming, backbicing diſcourſe for the next, 
and ſo ſucceſſively ad infinirum. So again, 
many who call themſelves Gentlemen, much 
tothe reproach of that title , if they can tinde 
out a yowng Heir of much wealth and lirtle 
prudence, how officious, how diligent are 
they in attending him? watching him as glad= 
ly as a Vulture does the fall of a Carkaſs, till 
they finde an advantage to rook him at Play, 
enctangle him in Suretiſhip, or perhaps berray 
him to ſome mean and unequal Match. Soif 
they hear but of a beantifnu! Woman , what 
contrivances , what deſigns do they lay , firſt 
to ſee, and then to corrupt her , make it a 
buſineſs to themſelyes, as well as a trade to 
theiragents and faRtors, to ſpring ſuch game ? 
And upon ſuch occaſions as theſe can liberally 
ſacrifice their 75me, of which when any Cha- 
ritable office would borrow from them bur 
ſome few minutes, they arethen ſuch buſic 
perſons, they can by no means afford it, A 
Nabals blunt and chxrlss refuſal, or at belt 
a Felix'*s put-off r0 4 convenient ſeaſon, arethe 
uſual returns to ſuch motions. Bur to antici« 
tof Þ pate the Propoſal , to go in quelt of ſuch Op- 
ifle | portunities, looks with them like a piece of 
20s | Knight-errantry, has ſo little of their praftice, 
rain | that it ſcarce eſcapes their ſcorn. 
ants | 14. And now what a heavy Bill of Indit- 
this | ment is like one day to be brought in againſt 
hat | them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
xk | dours ſhall all joyn in the Charge! Oh = 
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they would ſeaſonably conſider how ſadly gb- 
noxious they are to it, and that condemnation 
which will ——_— that ſo 

may,according to Chriſts counſel, Afar. 5.24, 
agree with theſe adverſaries while they are in 
S way, and by yielding to each of them far 
the future a jult portion of their Time , cony 
pound the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againſt 
them, That they would remember, that of ll 
their prodigalities, this of their Time is the 
moſt deſperate , ſuch as is moſt impoſlible to 
redeem, and yer that wherein they are of al 
others the deeplieſt concerned. And this they 
would certainly be conyinced of, if their Aere 
fancies could w ſo condenſe into Earth, yy 
to bring them into any acquaintance with 
their Beds of duſt, give them ſome fore:aſt 
of their Dying terrors : for let them but, ſad 
think what they would then give for ſome fey 
of thoſe Days they now ſtudy to fling away, 
and they cannot chooſe bur infer the nec 

of being better Husbands. We read in $c- 
pture of the Demoniacks dwelling among th 
Tomb: : but the Devil has ſure changed that 
habitation; for thoſe whom he now Poſſeſs 
he permits not to conyerſe at all there,s 
knowing it is the propereſt preparative to by 
diſpoſſefſion. . And doubtleſs it would beth 
poſt powerful E xorci/me, as of all others, 6 
of this Evil ſpirit ( this filtching Devil , thu 
thus ſteals from men their precious hour) 
often to deſcend into the Vaulc or Chow 
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bonſe, and by ſerious conſideration how ſhort 
their Time 1s, to inforce upon themſelyes a 
are of redeeming &, ; 
- 15. Nor need they fear , that to redeem 
their Time, they mult (ell cheir Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves ro a joyleſs ſtate of life, For 
though it is true they muſt reſign their coun- 
terfeit, they ſhall have real Delights in ex- 
cange; they muſt part with their Glaſs, bur 
ſhall bave Gold in ſtead of ir, And as none 
but a rude I»dian will repine at that bargain 
intheLiceral , ſo none but a ruder Chriſtian 
can diſlike it in the Moral ſenſe. For in the 
firſtplace, he that imploys his :#me in conver- 
_ God, is not onely more honourably 
more profitably, but alſo more pleaſantly 
buſied chen he can poſſibly be any othec way. 
VWeall ſay, That God & the centre of Felicity : 
hat be gives himſelf the lie, that does net 
wichal confeſs, that the cloſer acquaintance we 
bave with bim , the nearer approach we make 
tohappineſs. For who ever believed the Sun 
whecke Foyntain of heat, and yet feared to 
freez by drawing near its Rays? Indecd noge 
hut the down-right Acheiſt can with any toler- 
al Logick , diſpute the pleaſantne(s. of this 
"0 or can any whoſe Faith has ſet up a 
. ſuffer their fancies to dreſs him like a 
Fiend? put on him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as 
tha] May beger averſion, derer them from ap- 
as) | proaching to him ? Can they call bin! a Deity, 
ru-{ 0. whom they will not attribuce ſo gy 
n " they 
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they will to every ingenuous man, the honour 
of being good Company? This is to be na 
onely prophane, but abſurd. And if there he 
any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him us. 
capable of conviftion by Argument : the com, 
mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, 
viz.Experience, Let him by frequent, yetre 
yerent Addreſſes to God, grow into ſome f 
miliarity with him, bring himſelf within 6. 
ſtance of receiving his refreſhing Influence, 
and then he will diſcover how very unkind he 
hath been to himſelf in thus long holding of bu 
In humane Converſations we uſe not to finkfdice 
the guſt and reliſh of them, till we arriyetoton 
ſome degree of freedome : they that conyerſf but 
as {trangers, are under conſtraints and unea{ not 
neſs. And certainly the main cauſe of that dif con! 
guſt men have to this Spiritual entercourſe, i} 17 
their unaccultomedneſs to it, They addreſs! 
God perfectly as ſtrangers, now and then pyſſpare 
him a flight Viſit, as it were by way of fo to hi 
mality and complement; and then no wonder or 
if it be neither ſatisfaRtory to God nor thexJa 0; 
ſelves. Bur then 'tis ſure great injuſtice tune 
defame that as unpleaſant, which becdmes ſoſuent 
onely by their own ill managery ; to ſaytherſol] 
isno water in the Well,only becauſe they ng 

le&to provide a Bucket for the drawing of itrla 
up luſtre 
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mean them no malice, in exaRing part of they 


Time. For firſt, whas they beſtow in imprc 


16. In the next place *cis ſure, their $, vn 
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and exalting their Vnderftandings , does nor 
aly bring chem in vaſt adyantages in the end, 
bucaffords them alſo. yery fair accommodatia 
ans by the way. Learning yields ſuch variety 
of agreeable entertainments, that like the 
Manna in the Wilderneſs it adapts it ſelf to 
t mans taſte , he that likes not one ſorc 
e ff} gay fic himſelf with anocher ; and ſute he 
1 & {gait have a ſtrangely viciated palace, to whom 
moe of them will reliſh. 1] can ſcarce think 
d be} Nature has produced any thing fo diſlemper'd, 
p of | but men take up general and implicice preju- 
fink dices, and will look on Books in no other no-= 
veto ton but as Taskmaſters, whereas if they would 
yer] bur conſider chem as Companions, they-could 
nea-J not miſs of one kind or other, to find a pleaſant 
t dif converſation among them. 
ſe, x} 17+, As for that portion of their Time which 
eſsto[ ſpent in attendance on the yer more ſpiritual 
n paypart of them, *cis rather a git then a robbery, 
fl help them to ſuch a way of expence. Inge- 
onder} Wous men think it a prize when they meet 
then-Jn opportunity to reſcue from che fullage of 
ice t une any thing that carries the ſtamp ot an- 
nes ſofuent worth and Nobility. Bur this is a piece 
[ther ofthe greaceſt Antiquity, of the nob'eſt, yea 
7 ney Upinelt Impreſs. How can mens hours be bet- 
; of xÞerſaid our, chen in reſtoring it to its primitive 
re, in wiping off that ſoil wherewith the 
-Sualfam of boiling paſſions hath obſcur'd it, and 
 theifay diburdeniog ic of thoſe loads of noxious 
vinganors under which it labgurs, like good Ph) = 
— 78 {:6ians 
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ſiians recover it from. a languiſhing, infir; 
to a vigorous athlerique habit > And ſurety 
ſatisfaction of this muſt far exceed all othe 
entertainments. Indeed that which is uſual Yi 
raken up inſtead of it, can with no juſke thi 
pretend to any tolerable complacencie. No Yon 
man envies hisfelicity, but contemns his ſor ht 
and abje& ſpirit, that picks out the baſeſt ad and 
unworthieſt company : And ſhall it here pakon 
for pleaſure to conſort only with the plebewa git 
part of himſelf, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, whithY tg 
are the Common people of this Little work, F 1 
ro ſpend all his time in Treating and Ca of 
of theſe, and in the interim let the Soul, it 
is of 10 noble an extraftion, ſo excellent 
dowments, ſland by negleRed, nay betroddy 
to death in the croud of this vulgar rabbk? 
Certainly this isa Tragedy, that no man coll 
ſee upon the Stage without indignation :t che 
God knows, this is it men daily a& oyer 
applauſe ro themſelves. Would God 
would once ſhift the Scene, and let the 
Soul have its ſeaſon of criumphing : doubtl&Jidiſc 
they would find it more pleaſant to ſhartitexa 
its Conqueſts then ia its ruine, Wereadi 
deed of ſome Nations that have 
of a barbarous religion been for 

Humane ſacrifices : yet we find not tharthjÞ Bei 
had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity it ſelf,as to-malr} him 
it matter of delight. And hasour Ciyil 
far ourdone their Barbariſm, char it ſhallkJpl 
pike i» Go tur ef AY 
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, x Atlvjamabe of Time. / C61 ts ! 
© which chey did in obedience to theirs ? T6 
the T kitcher rhe Man within us, and leave nothing 
kit our outward Form and inward Guilt to 
uah BY dilſeretice us from Beaſts ? He that distaims 
« Bhs, muſt neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure ties 
oa the other ſide, in reſcuing the Spitir from 
hl Bd uſurpations, yea tyrannie of the Fleſh , 
ad conſequently, that the Time he chus be- 
fows is not loſt, but improved to his own 
gieareſt preſent, as well as fucure adyati- 
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Tr The like may (ia the laſt place) be (aid 
fi N of that part of it which is laid our co the bette 
ſt of ochers, which ischat which brings tsto 
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waa the moſt delicious of hurtrance delights ; 
i [hi pleaſure of Obliging being of alf choſe 
be? he inoft rayiſhing and tra 1ſporcing, Aid for 


odl this we need not the yetdid of Chriffiaity ; 
?- the Philoſopher atteſts ir as well as che Diyine. 
Nay it is fo received a ruth, that ſcarcE = 
fan will avow ſo much ill nature as to reſi 
br tin diſcourſe, how much ſoeyer his practice 
wid Fdifowns it. Indeed this is a pleaſure of {o 
rt aaked , ſo quinteſſencial a kind, chat whar 
di | Herods auditors faid in flattery of his Oration, 
rant way ſay in truth of this, *Tis the delighc 
nile racher of « God then « may. That ——_ 
'{ Being, though he were eternally happy in 
2 rf] yet — if he had wanted of his com- - 
y flat feliciry , whilſt he enjoy'd it alone, was 
wy rather. to | Raga —__ 
rol, | bis goodneſs, And a pleaſure to whic | 
bal | | I 4 himelf 
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bimſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation,as to make 
a World in order to it, ſure cannor, without 
the moſt impious contradiction of his choice, 
be deſpiſed by man. And certainly *tis none 
of the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath you. 
ſafed our nature, that he hath given us a caps. 0 
city of it , by affording us thoſe powers by j 
which we may advantage and oblige one ano. 
ther ; ſo pointing us out a courſe, wh 

we may not onely innocently, but ſucceſs 
entertain Lacifers deſigne, of being /ike th 17 
woſt High, It really makes Men what the 
Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes , even 
Demi-gods. O that thoſe who think it Nobl ford 
to be aſpiring, would thus verifie the opinion, Frag 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeavour of 
in this one Generons Ambition | and then 
ſure they would not need to be told they t! 
happineſs of ghis ſo Deifying an imploy. *tel 
ment, unit! 
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0f the fourth Advantage,that 
of his eAmtbhority, 


IFN the fourth place we are to conſider 
the Gentlemans advantage, in reſpe& of 
his A#thority over thoſe that relate to, 
r depend on him, And this, if rightly ma- 
aged , is of excellent uſe, though as capable 
of being perverted , as any of the former. He 
> has ſecular ryes upon men, may often, 
thoſe cords which bind their worldly in- 
reſt, draw them to a conſideration of their 
ritual. A Tenant who thinks his livelyhood 

once ned in the good Will of his Landlord, 

W Penfioner whoſe ſubſiſtence reſts upon the 
*-Pounty of his Patron, will ſtrive ro model 
bemſelyes to ſuch a form , as may beſt ſuit 

te inclinations of the perſon they deſire to 

ndear : they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
Cl.&in to others. Bur then, as variety of Seals 
ke differing Impreſſions, ſo this flexibleneſs 
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theirs may be eicher abuſed to ill, or im- 
{ ro good : this Wax may receive the 
ape of a Beaſt or an Angel. Ir istherefore 
luty of thoſe who are poſleſt of this ad- 
ape, to uſe.it to the impreſſing not of 
4 I 3 Vice, 


17S Ter OpxThamAts CALLine 
= Vice, but Vertue; to contrive how they may 
moſt effeRually diſcountenance the one , and 
encouragethe other. And this they way doubt 
leſs have frequent opportunities of toward 
eicher of thoſe relations forementioned, 
'2.. But to none fo often as £6 their. Dom. 
ficks and Menia]: ſeryaots. Theſe are alway 
ſo much in their-road,” 'rhat they feem to be 
marked out by God as their moſt peculur 
Province. Every. Maſter has ſamuch of te 
Propher, that he is ſet 44 s Watchwey, Ew 
3, 17. over his Famuly; and ought as jealoulh 
r0 obſerve the approach of any Vice town 
it, 25 a Centinel does that of an Enemy. T, 
a yery pernicious error for men tothink hiſt 
ſelves no. otherways concerned in their $8. 
vants, then they are in their Horſes or Oxti 
to look upon them anely as another ſpect 
of Working-cattel, and ſo they do they 
ſineſs, care not bow arrant Brutes they 
Whereas they ſhould remember,that they wi 
themſelves are Common-ſervants to the 
Great Maſter, and that the ſubordination 
the one to the other is but the wiſe Gecom 
of their Lord, who has ( as in great Familal 
we ſee it uſual.) conſtituted the one as Stewalif 
or Superviſors, to regulate the reſt ; and t 
*cwill appear a piece of enormous: ugfaitl 
neſs to neglect this charge. Toaveid 
guilt, it will concern Gentlemen to baw! 
fedulous care over thoſe that are thus int 
ro them , to make ſtrict inſpeRions intg# 
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gangers of their ſeryants, and accordingly'to 
aply inſtruQtions, and admonitions, reproofs, 
of 4 ments. And that they may nor 
munſcride Pharaohs Tyranny of exatting brick 
mbout ftraw , require the fone ne ho of 
Qbriſtian lives, where there wants the neceſſa- 
goundation of Chriſtian knowledge, they 
0 te] quſtprovide that none under their charge be 
ul ſtieute of the means of laying that ground. 
f the} work; of knoyying ſo much of Religion as may 
244 | bling them into. an acquaintance with their 
y. -But to give life to all theſe endeavours 
a&] 6 indifpenſably neceſſary for them ro avow 
Tx fb a Love to piety and vertue, and ſuch a 
bin-£ Deceſtation of the contrary, that their ſervants 
ve. ay fee that there is but one way of approving 
2a themſelves both to their earthly and heaven- 


vl 3. If it be here ObjeRted, That ir is but a 
y kJ unterfeit yertue, which derives it ſelf from 
| 
x 


the care of pleaſing men, and ſo thar thisis 
kutto reach them to convert prophaneneſs to 

2a MI lypocrifie : I muſt yield fo far as to confeſs, 
a} tat where that continues the final motive, 
Jiwill never ayail any man, But as God often 
wes temporal and outward occurrencies, to 
uce inward and ſpiritual effeRs, ſo it may 

bf happen , that thoſe whoſe firſt appro- 
dll cherto Goodneſs were mercenary, and out of 
JJ ampliance to others, may by coming with- 
wh view of ic diſcern it ſo amiable, char they 
06) ay after love it for its ſelf, And indeed- con» 
_—_ 208 Pp {idering 
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we Gdering the rude ignorance uſual amongih 
vulgar, *cis ſcarce maggaNe they ſhould in 
brace it upon the bare itrengrh of ſpecularigy, 
and therefore muſt be allowed ſecular inviy, 
tions, as baits to allurethem, As for thoſe tha 
neyer advance higher then the meer Fo 
Godlineſs, what weight. ſoeyer it may addy 
their own doom, yet perhaps that may juſt 
be accounted leſs miſchieyous to the work, 
then the contrary extream , Hypocrily being 
{in that cannot well ſet up for Proſelites, by 
' cauſe ir neyer owns it ſelf of a dillin pay 
from txue Piety, And *cis not iunpoſlible, the 
the example ot a feigned Chriſtian, may tead 
others to ſurmount their copie, and be that 
ſincerity, which he is but jn apperance : whes 
as open "Vice pretends to no ſuch poſlibily, 
* breaths nothing but —_—— and like a pe 
infects communities. We haye therefore re. 
ſon to conclude, that if this care were gene 
xally taken, *cwere a ſervice not only to Gul, 
bur the Common wealth, which has not mor 
unprofitable, nay noxions burdens lying & 
her from-any rank of men, then from lewdaxl 
idle Servants ; who yſing their places onlys 
a ſhelter for their ſloth and licentiouſng, 
when that Goxrd withers, know not whithe 
to retire, but uſually cither live Beggars, « 
die. Thieves : whercas if Gextlemens famulin 
were {o ordered, as to become Seminarie 
Indufiry and Sobriery, the number of ches 
is Jo great, that they might be able ro ſed 
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(yr many Colonies of uſeſul and civil per- 
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14, There isalfo another ſort of Relative, viz. 
Friend: over whom though they have-nort 
that Autboricy , which ſprings from this ſer- 
jeſtock of hopes and tears, yet they have 
ozeof a much more noble deſcent, and more 
digorous efficacy. Friendſhip has a key ro 
the beart, whiich it may uſe not onely to ter it 
ſelf into its ſecrets, burtalſo to introduce its 
qwn conceptions, ſentiments,and inclinations , 
it ſo mixes with che mind,that it may inſenſibly 
convey into itany 7dea., Now to uſe this inti- 
giacy to the bringing in any thing baſe and 
knworthy , 1s the vileſt treachery, ſuch as is 
bur impertectly repreſented by the treaſon of 
ulg,f him, who requites his friends hoſpitality , by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. 
A guilt ſo vehemently to be abhorred, that 
none 15 to think himſelf at a ſufficient and juſt 
diſtance from it, but he that , induſtriouſly 
ues the dire contrary; he therefore that 
ha Friend,ought ſtudiouſly to contrive how 
he may moſt promote his advantages, and 
thoſe not onely his outward and ſecular, but 
alſo ( yea principally ) his inward and fpiritu- 
all. This is the onely ſence wherein *cis law- 
ful to have deſignes upon him, and in thishe 
x 00t onely licenſed , but obliged to have ſo. 
He muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems ro 
recommend and endear yertue to him, make 
his kjndnels che Vehicle , wherein the more 
| Ws by gratefully 
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gracefully to - adminiſter whatever is mak 
wholſome, even reproofs, when they appear 
ſo; and yet by taking his own turn in beng 
the Patient, evince, that *tis no afſuming hy, 
mor, that creates him a Phyſitian, lffriendſhig 
were thus managed, it would be indeed a mal 
facred relation , ſuch as would be above the 
violations of thoſe petty trivial diſtaſtes, which 
now adayes difſolye them. Hearts that ue 
xyed together with theſe conſecrated bands 
are like Man and Wife joyned together inle, 
parably by God,and much for the ſame enddf 
propagation ; onely herein as far ſoperior to 
their pattern, as the mind is tothe body , the 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the naturd 
compoſition of.a man. Wemayre 
þelieye they were Friendſhips of this maki 
that firſt brought that name into ſo much w. 
neration,and were they again reduced to thi, 
no Encomiums could be too laviſh for them, 
Sych a reducement were a work well worthy 
he ſpirit and ingenuity of Gene/emen : why 
ſince they generally profeſs much reyerencey 
the word, *cis pity they ſhould caſt away thei 
adorations on an empty ſhrine. The Heathen 
had I»cazratioys to recal their diſpleaſed Dei 
ties into their forſaken Images. Iwiſh they 
would alfo ery ſome holy magick, to briag 
back ſomewhar of the primitive divine ſpirit, 
to animate this now liveleſs trunk : that they 
who juſtly think it an axgentile reproachful 
thing, not to have ſome body whom they L 
ON +, :, 4, 5 LL 
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friend, may think it much more ſo, not to 
all the real kindnels due to that appel- 


$. Having thus far given an account what 
ge the proper and jult imployments of chig 
Authority over their ſeyeral Relations, our 
nahod now requires us to refle@ a little og 
tha Preftice , and thatin the moſt we ſhall 
fad as far ſwerving from the rule in this par- 
teular, as avy of che former. So far, alas, are 
Gem/ermen from making their Power inſtru- 
mental ro the infuſing good, that there is no- 
thing mpre ordinary then co ſee them diſpoſe 
the dire&t contrary. The ſcorn and con- 
tape they publickly caſt upon all piery and 
xereue, teaches their Dependents how dead a 
wade that is like to prove ro them. And then 
is very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall with 
them ca(t the ſcales againſt Gain. He that aims 
wget an Exhibition, or any thing proportion=- 
able will ſoon diſcern his way lies 1n a quite op- 
poke raad. He mult find out what Vice of the 
Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. 
Sometimes he mult purvey for his Luſt, ſome- 
tunes for bis [ntemperance ; and even when he 
bas cloyed thoſe groſſer appetites, yer his 
Pride will alwayes remain inſatiable. He 
muſt fill provide air for that Camehos, lay 
gut his whole breath in flatteries ( a more 
helliſh wind then any the Lep/ander: ſell.) 'Tis 
this enſhriging his Diane which is the craft by 
which he expects bis Wealth : and therefore 
hb whatever 
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whatever other office he execute by ſtarts, z 
Paraſite is to be his conſtant trade. 

6. In like manner their Servants are diſc 
plined to bethe Miniſters of their Luxuries,and 
not onely to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The 
Maſter's Vices ſeldome miſs to be taken up by 
the whole Houſe, as if they were to be the 
Cognifances and Badges to witneſs to whom 
they recained. And though for this they might 
very well trult to the efficacy of their bare Ex 
ample, yet as it they could never be ſecure 
enough of corrupting their Families, they too 
often adde to it Preceptsand Rules of Inſtity 
tion. Thus it isone of the Fundamental Laws 
of their Hoſpitality , That no ranger be ſem 
Sober awap.So thar their Houſes may well pak 
for inchanted Caſtles, no Man fcarce that 
comes into them, being able to guide himſelf 
out. They keep, as it were, ſolemn 7»; and 
T urxements of Debauchery , to challenge all 
comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks.. In ſhort, 
Gentlemens Families are become ſuch perfe& 
Academies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt 
innocent Puny will there in a very ſhorc time 
become proficient. And this God knows1s the 
ordinary improvement they make of their 
Authority, as if they affected to outbid the 
tyranny of the Tark, inſending a Halter to- 

his Vaſſals, and making them their own Exe- 
cutioners; or thought 1t a diſparagement to 
cheir Qualities, to go to Hell withouc an ho+ 
nourable Retinue. 7. As 
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7. As for the other ſort of power, that 
whjch chey have over their Friends and inti- 
nates, *ris not diſcernible that they manage 
that better. Who almoſt is there, chat ſeems 
at all ro adyert to the Eſſential part of Friend- 
ſhip ? Whar a Rarity, I had almoſt ſaid a Pro- 
digy is ir, to finde (even amongſt choſe thar 
profeſs the greateſt dearneſs ) any that hath 
either the Courage to give, or the Humility to 
receive an Admonition ? Bur in ſtead of thoſe 
mound; of 4 Friend, Prov, 27, 6. there is no= 
thing more common among them, then the 
biſes of a» Enemy, ſuch mutual ſoothiug in ill, 
4 renders it inveterate and incurable ; and 
like Foabh to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20. 10, ſheds out 
the bowels, when ir pretends to kiſs. Nay, as 
if it were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh 
thoſe Vices they finde already planted, they 
ſow new Seeds, communicate their perſonal 
ones to each other, as if the community of 
Friendſhip obliged them mutually to diffuſe 
their poiſons. Were many of the cloſeſt in- 
timacies now adays ranſaked to the bottom, 
it s to be feared this would be found the baſis 
and ground-work of them, He that hath ad- 
naced aboye the beaten road, arrived to the 
nore eleyated myſterious parts of wickedneſs, 
(The depths of Satan,as they ſpeak, Rev.2.24.) 
would loſe much of the guſt, if he ſhould .nor 
get ſome Confident, to whom at once to boaſt, 
and propagate his Proficiency. Thus facri- 
egiouſly is this venerable relation of F _— 
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| preſent Intereſt, that ſhould thus byals and 


ſhip prophaned, by being proſticuted to the þ gi 
vileſt and molt deteſtable purpoſes ; andy I d& 
this accurſed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Mes. i ve 
morphoſis, becomes onely a Confederacy u yu 
ſin, a Combination and League againſt whi Ur 
they account the common Enemies, God anl dn 
Virtue. 9g 

8. Theſe are ſuch wretched perverſion fide 
their power , that one would gueſs it were 
ſome greatand very conſiderable weight of id 


diltort them. But when that is exami 
*will be found to lie wholly on the other hid, Uhe 
The former SeQion gave us occaſion to diſcem {vi 
how tranſporting a delight it is, to be the ls Jae 
ſtruments of any good co others. But as then ſſo o 
is no good can proportion wich tha {yhic 
which is done to the Soul, ſo certainly toe Faw 
an Agent in that, muſtfar tranſcend the ples Juum 
ſure of all other Benefa&tions. He that ſod lu / 
pences his Bounty, as to engage Men to Ve- ſg 
rue by it, is indeed the magnificent P, 
outyies the moſt profuſe Donations of thempe 
greatelt Potentates, They can give but ſoar} 1 
lictle parcels of Earth, he yes Heaven, al Jtitte 
like a mighty Monarch hath Kings ro do hin ivr | 
homage, So he that by well ordering hiskt fc 
tnily., maks his Seryauts to be God's, dest6 
not onely oblige the Common-wealth, butuaIſſti 
it were a Patriot even to Heaven it (elf; pe# butt! 
vides it with Inbabicancs, and helps to fecuret'e,fc 
from that emptineſs and depopulation, with | 
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the I gith the general wickedneſs of men ſeem to 
[by dfearen ic. And then in relacion to ſuch his 
ſets. © Servants, he is of all other Maſters the molt 
d | 
and 
of 


ſountiful and obliging : they provide perhaps 


wha Nine pecty Annuines, he gives a llate of Inhe- 
france, nay of Eternity. 

$. This is a yaſt Muntificence, yer that which 
noo chearranteſt Worldling can have no remprati- 
were} to grudge, A man may thus wichout a 
it ofRiddle give much,yer part with nothing, nay, 
and aquire chat very thing co himſelf, which he 
| to others. So that here is no place for 
6&. ce uſual (chough unjuſt) ObjeRion of impo- 
(cem Fvrtiffing oves ſelf, which is that alone which 
e l;-Jofen deads the reliſh, or diverts the attempt 
her other Liberaticies. And therefore this ſore 
tha Jubich is reſcued from thar one poſlible allay 
ole alt cerrainly yield the moſt vigorous and 
ple Juamixr Pleaſure 7 ir being ſure, chat Bounty 
odflas in ic ſelf ſo much of agreement with Hu- 
Ver {ane Nature, as will inevitably produce Come 
rien, and Delight, where it is not ſo inter. 

' the rapred or allayed. - ; 
ſome 16, 1 might here add ex abandaxts, that 
,aoltitte is likewiſe a ſecalar Profit attending ir, 
ba fJfr if Gentlemen had their Dependentstruly 
sk-aakieatious, they would be of very much 
Gore uſe to them. They might employ them 
uaUKurely, and need no other Spies upon them 
peo uttheir own Conſciences. *T would not then 
fo many Servarits, ſo many Thieves and 
epies,but ſo many Factors and I 
or 


y 
| 
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for the Maſters adyantages. So that, here 
again their own intereſt es tothy 
Care : though I confeſs *ris ro be wiſhed, that 
the former more ingenuous Motive may beh 
prevalent, as to ſuperſede all uſe of this, it be. 
ing very unreaſonable thar God ſhould need 
Auxiliaries from ſammon, Yet as oncethe 
Iſraelites borrowved of the eAgyptians, (oi 
may not be amiſs to make this Interiour conk. 
deration a ſtep to the orher more Noble : tha 
eyen they who have yet no gult of chat mare 
Heroick Pleaſure, may on the intuition of thi 
Worldly adyantage, endeayour to improye 
their Authority to the Spiritual good of all 
that belong to them. 

11, But from no partof this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich a ſatisfaction, as from 
that which is exerciſed towards a Friend, For 
as their concernment is nearer in him, thenin 
the former more diſtant Relations, ſo the 
Pleaſure of coing good to him, muſt propor. 
tionably encreaſe ; as that heat is moſt intenk 
which 1sconyeyed by the neareſt Reflexion, 
He who ſo maintains his Vital ſtation inthe 
great Body,asto ſympathize with every Mem- 
ber of ir, muſt yer neceſſarily have the molt 
acute ſenſe of what befalls thoſe parts, to 
which he is moſt immediately conjoyned. But 
there is no ſtricter Union upon Earth, the 
that of a Virtuous Friend, and then whit 
can be more ſatisfaRory , then to preſeryeot 
advance the Health of that , whole My 
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himſelf is ſure to feel, to improve and benefit 
that perfon,who is thus become a part of him ? 
ferſons of qualitie love to deck and imbelliſh 
the place where, they inhabit, abhor to dwell 
in a Stie or Dungeon : but Friends dwell in 
ach other ; and therefore cannot bur be de- 
lighted in beautifying and adorning thoſe 
Mindes they haye thus choſen co live in, in 
purging chem from all foulneſs and pollutions, 
and rendring them as pure and-immaculate , 


*$ ray, as ſplendid and illultrious, as is poſlible. 


Certainly, there is nothing upon Earth more 
ryiſhing, then a Friendſpip thus entertained. 
'Tis ſome Anticipation of Heaven, where thoſe 
lines of Love which ſtrerch chemſelves to every 
part of the Circumference, do all meet in God 
4 their Centre, It is indeed that which ſurs 
mounts the poſlibilitie of an exadeſcriprion, 
aadreſeryes 1ts full diſcoyerie to be the prize 
of Experience. Let it be tried, and then [ 


; | doubt not, but he char hath made the Experi- 
. | ment, will readily atteſt che pleaſure of chus 


wploying this part alſo of his Authoricy. 
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SzcrT. VIII. 


Of the la5t eA vantage , tht 
_ of Reputation. 


I, He laſt Adyantage is that of Reps 
tation and Eteem : which is gene 
rally preſumed the due of Perſons 
of Quality, unleſs where ſome per 


ſonal unworthineſs hath cut off the Entail, and 
forfeited that right. And though theſe day 


have taught the Vulgar to defalk much of thu Fi 


reſpe&t which former Ages paid to Superioun 
of all ſorts; yet I cannot think the Levellin 
Principle has fo univerſally diffuſed it ſelf, s 
totally to raſe out all Impreſſions of Rew 
rence towardsthem : ſo that there {till remains 
fomewhart of this Talent for them to negotiate 
with. It will be their part ſo to manage and 
diſpoſe it, asto bring in profitto their Lord, 


by making it alſo an Engine to draw men to | 


piety and virtue, 
2. This they may ſometime do by Connſe; 
tothe ſucceſs whereof there is nothing more 
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contributive then an eſteem of the Adviſer, BY 


moſt men being rather apt to conſider who 


ſpeaks, then what is ſpoken. And therefore Jt 
perſons, whoſe Quality and Education hare 


pre: 
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-eoſſeſt them with an Opinion of their Wiſ- 
dom , have a great adyantage towards the 
working on them. And this it will befic them 
to make diligent uſe of, by ſeaſonable advices 
and exhortations to thoſe whom they ſhall 
diſcern thus prepared for the entertaining of 
them, to rake all prudent occaſions to re- 
commend ChriftHan Prattice to them; and by 
pulling off choſe _—_ which the falſe mea- 
fires of the World haye put upon Vice and 


Virtue, to repreſent them in their true and 
mtive ſhapes, the one the obje of horrour 
ad deteſtation, the other of love and delight. 
'Tisthe want of this diſcovery, thac has given 
mpiery ſo free a range : it has dreſt it ſelf up 


0a* counterfeit ſplendour, falſe Gemms and 
Tinſel-gaudery, and in this glittering appea- 
nance it marches on triumphantly, receives ac- 
camations, yea and Obeifance too, nay com= 
mands not onely the knees(aseyery proſperous 
Uurper can do) but even the hearcs of men, 
And will none have ſo much Charity, ſo much 
el for publick Concern, as to uncloak this 
woſtour, and ſhew the dazled World whatir 
vit thus bows to? _— this is lookt 6N 
odely asche buſineſsof Divines,; but certainly 
; Ywould Genrlemen alſo ſer to it, they were like 
to prove the more proſperous undertakers. 
ſbat comes onely ont of the Pulpit, paſſes for 
be fools/hneſs of Preaching, 1 Cor.1.2.1. or fot 
be diſcourſes of thoſe whoſe Trade it is ro 
weigh againſt ſin, All their Tr», beingof 
— K 2 courſe, 
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\ courſe, and expeRed, their Wards are as wel 
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known too, and we dayly ſee Vice approveit 
ſelf an experc Fencer againſt them. Butthe 
endeayours of theſe would not be ljable ty 
thoſe prejudices : a Blow from them would 
come (like the Revolc of a Confederate) with 
the adyantage of a Surpriſe, And there is little 
doubt, buc by friendly and familiar Conle. 
rences they might many times inſinuate tha 
into mens breaits, which the more ſolemn and 
Authoricacive Exhortations of Miniſters often 
fail of, 

3- But Counſel will be of little efficacie,if 
it be not ſeconded by Example. They mult 
therefore look their Lives be fuch , as may 
ſhew they believe chemſelyes whilſt theypo 
about to perſwade others. He char ſhall with 
never ſo preſſing Arguments dehort a man 
from that Sin, which himſelf-at the next op- 
porcunitie commits, will neyer be ſuppoſedto 
have any real ill opinion of it, bur ratherſo 
paſſionate a love, that he is jealous any but 
himſelf ſhould have ics embraces. And chen 
ſurely this will be ſo far from averting, thatit 
will excite the appetite of the other to caſted Þ_ 7? 
that which he ſees is thought ſo deſirable u Þ;. 
to be Monopolized. | ar 

4+. Indeed there is nothing by which they Þ;, 
have ſo univerſal as influence, as theit | 
Example. Things that are ſer in ſome high I," | 
and eminent place , do naturally actract mens J;.. 
eyesto them : ſo that eminency of condition 

W 
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whereia Genclemen are placed, renders their 
ations more obſervable. They are like the 
Ci our Saviour ſpeaks of, ſet 0» an hill, and 
laye by that adyancageous ſituationthe means 
of making their /ight ſhine further then 
other mens. And Berelore ir ought to be 
their conſtant care , by the bright luſtre of 
their exa&t and exemplarie Converſations, to 
ulighten the whole ſphere wherein they move. 
frea Would Gentlemen make this their united de- 
fone, what a bappie Conſtellation of auſpici- 
ie if $6us Stars would they prove, by whole benigne 
(age the ſterilitie of Vulgar mings mighe 
te cured, and eyen thoſe Clods be infpiriced 
. ad rendred capable of excellent produti- 
js ? | 
" 5. For what can be more perſwaſive to 
boſe of the lower Ranks co embrace Vertue, 
then to ſee ir made the ele&ion of thoſe whom 
they ſuppoſe to have moſt judgment to dif. 
ern its yalue,& ſo fall not on it blindfold, and 
row [1 have alſo all the contrarie pleaſures of 
a within their reach, nay proſtrace ar their 
«of [+ ſuing for entertainment, and fo are nor 
alt on it by impotence? What a blur and in- 
anie would it caſt upon Vice, if ic were once 
hey | wſhed out of Genti/e companie ? And how 
ar a ſtep would it be towards irs excluſion 
out of all 2 We ſee what a natural aſpiring 
be lower ſort baye to approach to the con- 
tion of their Betters. And though that being 
wy aimed only at their Pomps & Gu 
K 3 
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be no commendable temper, yet ſure it were 
much in the power of thoſe emulated 

to make it ſo, For would they ſo ordert 
matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine1l 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould becone 
the character and diſtinfive note of a Gentle. 
man,to be eminently good, this were a wayty 
conſecrate even Ambition it ſelf, by making 
an engine not to rack and torture men,asce 
mon ambitions do, but to adyance them toal 
yertuous induſtry, 

6. He that deſired to ennoble his Fami 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out then 
all baſe and depenerous Inclinations, and m 
himſelf a Gent/cman without help of Heraldy 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Pier, ſto 
and make thoſe Emulations,whoſe tirſt riſeyſor 1 
meerly from earth,a ladder wherewith to ſal 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent1 
charity is this, and yer of all others the che 
eſt, it having that Proverbial property ofCh 
rity, Tobegin at home ! The being good, isph 
marily a kindneſs to themſelyes, and to othen 
only by way of reſulc, and propagation,u 
eaſe conſequence, How unchriltian, unma 
ly, yea unskilful too will it then be, toden 
this benefaRtion, which has that very argument 
on its ſide, which is oppoſed to other kinds 
Liberalities ? That fear of leſſening a mansſſt 
which in thoſe contracts and ſhuts up the bon 
els, is here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilnqpoo 

them : for in this caſe men cannot deny, wii 


PEREESFEFS FTrT>egs, 


SENS TASESC 


our their own greateſt injury, ard diminution, 
And ſure *cwould juſtly paſs for a prodigie 
both of malice and folly, for oneſorto averc 
the benefiting another, as to incur thegreateſt 
damage co himſelf in avoiding ir. 

7. But alas, it is not only Charity either to 
others or themſelves, which exacts of them 


ing thus co promote Piety among men. They have 


broughe themſelves under another more con- 


bl training obligation, I mean thar of Z#ſtice,par- 


ticularly the juſtice of Reſtsrution : for *cis too 
nlible chey have been deeply acceſſary to its 
rf decay. So far have they been from adviſing and 


: F exciting-men to good, that I fear their. perſwa. 


fye faculties have generally been imployed 
to 4 quite diſtant purpoſe. There are tew 
gor none, that by their own pious endeavours 
x do at all abate the need of the Prieſts ex- 
Jhortations ; but many that do eyacuate their 


hexpJefficacy, by decrying it as the greateſt folly, 
eIthe molt unmanly ſubmitlion, to yield them 
ispr-Jany conſideration, As for their own Counſels, 


mlthey. are 'too often in earneſt, what Solomon's 
ni was by way of irony, Eccl. 11. 9. Walkin the 
nan-$v4)e of thine heart and in the ſight of thine eyes, 
lemſencouraging and animating men to all Senſy- 
nenlality. And if they diſcern any begia to ſtartle ac 
be courſe, to entertain but a ſober thought of 
Mihat diſmal end to which itleads; he 1s to be 
aght out of that Hypoconariack fir, taught ro 
dk upon it as aſpiceof Phrenſie. The loud 


wiſe of roaring Mirth is reinforced to drown - 
hb E 4 thag 
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that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and by thy 
ſound as it were of thoſe Trumpets he is inc 
red roturn to his courſe, as the horſe ruſe 
imtothe battel, Fer. 8. 6. all arts of encourage 
ment uſed co imbolden him to run fearleſly og 
to Damnation, This is their one known Rec 

-—-for all pangs and gripes of Soul. Andif it 
be not of every dayes practice, *ris not, that 
they haye any better method of Cure, bu 
ſuch arcs of prevention, ſuch means of ſtupeſs. 


' Rion and obduration, that the diſeaſe ſeldon 


occurs among them, 

8. Nor dothey omit to back and fortife 
this with proportionable Examples : whid 
God knows are ſo many and ſo efficaciow, 
thay like a diſmal Cloud they overſpread our 


. Whole Horizon. They who are by God deſign 


ed as lightsto illuminate all about them, hare 


been the inſtruments of introducing a more 


then Z gyptian darkneſs, thereby exemplifying 


that Aphoriſme of our Saviours, Mar. 6. 23. 


1f the light that is ins thee be darkyeſs, how grea 
us that darkneſs. 

9. What adeluge of Prophaneneſs and In- 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, 
15t00 viſible nor onely by the dire , bur the 
reflexed beams,thoſe ſad Judgments they hav 
brought down uponit And though therehe 
roo many ſprings which feed this Ocean , yet 
there will ſcarce any be found to have more 
berally contributed , then the open and ſat 
Salous viciouſnels of the Gentry. They who 

ue 
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are placed as Scars in our Firmament, if they 
dart nothing but malignant Influences, what 
wonder is it, if an umyerſal Peſt enſue? 'Tis 
thar have brought Vice into countenance, 
made it the mode and faſhion of the times, ſo 
har people dread the ſingularity of being in- 
nocent,and a man may with leſs peril of (corn 
ar in the moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, then 
own the Obſolete qualitiesof Meekneſs, Purity, 
Sobriety, &c. How great and fatal a ſnare this 
meditableneſs of (in has proved, I fear there 
are too many thouſands of entangled Soules 
can witneſs. And on whom can they more pro- 
perly charge their ruine, then on thoſe who 
have adyanced it to this repute in the world ? 
Mens natural pravity gives them propenſion 
more then enough to ill; and therefore it hath 
been the buſineſs of Laws both humane and 
divine to put a bridle upon thoſe inclinations, 
by fear and ſhame to reſtrain their inordina. 
; bur this converts the bridle into a ſpur, 
red | when thoſe that ſhould diſcountenance Vice, 
thus animate and encourage it. 
Im-J 10, For what a Temptation is it to the yul- 
100, | par to run to all exceſs of Riot , when they 
the Þ jeecheir ſuperiors have beaten the path before 
ave | them , and are themſelves immerlt in the molt 
ebe I brutiſh ſenſualities? Which of them will endure 
Jet F to be ſober , when Drunkenneſs ſhall þe ac- 
ell | counted ſo dignifying a qualicy, that ic may 
caty | make a Peaſant company fora Lord ? When 
«bo | Gentlemen are Arheiltical, Clowns will _ 
ue ems» 
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themſelves very modelily wicked, if they he 
but prophane. , And when they hear char 
Betters diſcharge loud Volleys of Oaths, 
will ſoon find they are as well qualified for thx 
part of greatneſs as the belt, Their Tongs 
are as much their own, Pſa. 12. 4. and willhe 
glad that by ſuch an eaſie imployment of then 
they can be Gentlemen ſo good cheap. *Twere 
as endleſs as unneceſſarie to enumerate the ſe. 
yeral ſorts of infetion, which the ill examples 
of great men hayediffuſed. *Tis too obviousin 
the moral effeRs to need any other way of dil. 
coverie. And I am ſure it ought to be matter 
of the ſaddeſt reflexion to all whoare involyed 
in that guilt, ic being a moſt direfull account, 
which they will one day have to make, who 
have been the Authors of ſuch miſerable ya. 
Rations, turn'd Communities of Men, of Chri. 
ſttans, into Herds of Bealts, nay into Legions 
of Devils. 

11. Every fin even of the privateſt obſcy. 
reſt perſon carries much of contempt and 
affront to the Divine Majelty : but great mens 
vices are of a yet more giantly frame, they 
proclaim folema War with Heaven , levy 
forces, and draw in multitudes of abettors 
and confederates in their hoſtilities. And God 
knows this kind of Un-eyangelical violexce the 
kingdome of Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh that the 
Chieftains and Leaders of theſe unhappy 
troops, would at laſt think fit to ſound are- 
freat ; that chey would, in pity if not to them- 
; ___ ſelves 
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ſe]yes, yet. to their ſeduced followers, ceaſe 
thus deſperately to ruſh on upon the mouth of 
the Cannon,the Jaws of Hell ! And not only fo, 
buc that they would alſo endeayour to bring 
them into ſome terms of accord with that om- 
nipotent Enemy they have provoked ; by their 
own penicent and reformed lives teach them 
the poſtures of humility and ſubmiſſion, as 
they have formerly done that of defiance. This 
certainly is that ro which common equity ob. 
liges them, reparation of injuries being con- 
feſſedly an indiſpenſable parc of juſtice. And 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay 

ual this of betraying men.to eternal ruipe z 
and conſequently nothing leſs then the utmoſt 
induſtry to repair it can be any competent 
expiation, God grant all choſe, whole guilc 
gives them a' peculiarticle to this admonition, 
may own their right to it by a particular and 
ſerious application, ſuch as may for the fucure 
engage them to the molt zealous endeayour of 
reforming not only themſelves, bur others, 
for reſcuing their reputation from that fouleſt 
blot, of being an agent for Satan, and adyan- 
cing it to that highelt dignity of being ſeryice- 
able ro God. 

12, But thereis little hope they will rzghtly 
conſider the uſe ,who are ſo utterly miſtaken in 
the nature of true reputation. A man of Honor 
is now underſtood onely ro be one that can 
ſtart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every 


Gen. 


he —— 


140 


Tar GexntLEman's Calling. 


Gen 4.24. to be avenged ſeventy and ſeven 
that deſpiſes che Chriitian precepts of M 
Long-ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiment 
of cowardize and unmanly pulilanimity, and 
has no other meaſure of courage and pallat 
try , bur by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe, 
And whilelt repstatien is thus hung only at the 
point of the ſword, *ris a very fit inſtrument 
co deſtroy bodies, but ſure not to ſave Souk, 
We finde dayly many occaſions to complain 
of the Tyranny of Cuſtom and Opinion , but 
ſcarce anywhere ſo much as in thoſe unjuſt 
and abſurd Laws they have impoſed in this 
matter ; which were they conſideringly 
weighed would ſurely evince them ſuch cor 
temptible Legiſlatours, as would be enough to 
dethrone and depoſe them from that uſurped 
Empire they now maintain in the world. 

13. Totake onely a ſhort and curſory view 
of them, we ſhall in the firſtplace find themto 
be horribly impious, For what can be more (o, 
then thus to tear off thoſe ſignatures of Ho- 
noer, which God himfelf hath impreſt, and 
vilifie thoſe whom he hath dignified ? God has 
pronounced that it is the diſcretion of 4 mas 
that deferreth his anger, axd it is his gloyy to paſs 
ever 4 tranſpreſſion, Prov. 19. 11. And again, 


He that i; ſlow to anger us better then the might), 
and he that ruleth his ſpirit , then he that taketh 
4 City, Prov, 16.32, Butthis new notion of 
Honour proclaims the quite contrary, he paſſes 
for a Phlegmatick fool, whoſe blood boyles 

not 
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not at the firſt glimpſe of an Aﬀeont, and 'tis 
Gallantry to offer many Injuries, but igno- 
ninious Tameneſs to bear one. It has alwayes 
been the indiſputable prerogative of Kings to 
be the Fountains of Honoxr ,, what an impious 
daring is it then to deveſt bim of that privi- 
ledge , by whom Kings reign ? To cancel his 
Parents, and mark them out as the objects of 
ſcorn, ro whom God gives fo glorious a teſti. 
mony ? Yet thus is it dayly done to the men, 
whom che King of Kings will honexr , theſe are 
al the Triumphs theſe fordecay's mult expe; 
an evidence how much worſe they are then 
Hawan, that allot them. Certainly there can- 
not be an at of greater defiance againſt the 
Divine Majelly , then thus to reverſe his De- 
cees. And upon this hoſtility and oppoſition 
gainſt Heayen it is, that all the private DQuar- 
rele, and Combates on Earth are ( as on their 
foundation ) ſuperſtructed , fo that to initiate 
aDuelliſt, his firſt Challenge muſt be directed 
againſt God himſelf, 

14. Nor are theſe falſe meaſures of Honour 
more oppoſice to Religion, then Prudence, 
ſhe loſſes the $\word-men have put upon the 
one tundamental Law of Not bearing an 1n- 
” [*7,have introduced ſuch a mulcitude of ri- 

' Sdulous PunGtilio's, that the next Age will 
9 Ibe in danger of receiving the Fable of Dox 
of Awxor for Authentick Hiſtory. And 1 fee 
bot with what juſtice this can laugh at them 
- [4 him and his $quire Saxcho, and yer ; many 
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them ſerious enough to govern men in their 
moſt real and weighty concernments, It would 
indeed aſtoniſh any ſober perſon to conſider, 
What Chimera's they are, to which men ſacrj- 
fice all that ought to be dear co them . Hoy 
many Dwelshaye been fought, how many men 
kilfd, (when neither of the Combatants were 
ſo implacable but that they could willingly 
have compounded the matter) onely becauſe || plea 
they thought point of Honour exacted it, and 
the declaring ic would be inglorious? Certain- 
ly the Gallies is a ſtate of perfect liberty, coms 
pared with this bondage. And were the Re- 
leaſe from thoſe neceſſarily to infer a ſubjei. 
onto this, were thoſe Slaves obliged thustg 
become Gentlemen, I ſhould ceaſe my wonder 
why ſo many of them have deſpiſed a many. 
miſſion, For thus to have a mans Eſtate, his 
Life, yea Soul roo, at the mercy of Popular 
breath, (not onely to be loſt, but loſt by his 
own aR) isa ſlavery beyond all that the moſt 
abject creature eyer groaned under. And yet 
ſo prodigiouſly abſurd is the World, as to cut 
this out for the Benjamin's portion, make itthe 
eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentlemen, 
They are ſet upon a Theatre,and as the Glad 
zors of old muſt kill one another, onely to 
entertain SpeRtators, And who would not 
think Bedlam the onely Seminary to breed men I'01 
up for ſuch a Trade? Yet fo univerſal isthis | 
Lunacy., that one may ſuſpe& the Inſticuti- 
on of-that Hoſpital is. peryerted , that - 
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indloſes onely the Sober perſons, whileſt the 
frantick run looſe about the World. 

15. But perbaps the more Malicious Dxel- 
leg will think themſelves exempt from this 
number, becaule *tis their own fatistaction 
which they deſign in ic : their Enemies bloud 
will make ſo delicious a Draught for their Re- 
rerge, that they gaſp after it, ard think it a 
pleaſure well worthy their purſuit. But ſure 
theſe differ from the former, nor as Wiſe men 
from Fools, bur as a worſe Natnred Foo! from 
abetter, He that would juſlifie che rational- 
teſsof any Adyenture, muſt provethe Prize 
at lealt to equal the worth of that he hazards 
foric. But who that conſiders he has a Soul, 
an ſeriouſly ſet it at ſo contemptible a rate? 
or what man in his wits, that believes a Hell, 
will ſay the pleaſure of ,a Revenge can counter- 
nl choſe pains? Nay indeed, none can with 
uy pretence put it in ballance with the meer 

of Life. For he that is kill'd (as every 
man may be that fights) can have no ſenſe of 
that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable of 
the compenſation, if chat were able to make it, 
Nay I ſhall.deſcend yet lower, and with ſome 
confidence affirm, that the uneaſie conſequen- 
aseyen of the Victory do quice overwhelm 
the ſatisfaction, For this I dare refer my ſelf 
toany of thoſe who haye had the unhappy 
Irumph of a Aurderer, and. doubt not that 
fthey will ſpeak their experiences, they will 
tell us that the cry of their Adverſaries.bloud 
W in 
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in their Conſcience, did utterly extinguiſhthe 
reliſh of ic in their Fancie. Ocrif they were 
perſons who were hardned againlt all ſenſe 
Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Humane wy 
abundantly enough ro defeat them of tha 
pleaſure they expected : ſo impoſlible is ity 
gather grapes of theſe thorns, to reap any cog. 
rentment from ſo unchriſtian an Atrempx, 
Their Revenge is not compleated withou 
Blood : and if they have it, it proves a Tor. 
rent to carry away that imaginarie Delight 
they projeRed from ic. And then what colout 
of reaſon can any man bring, wby he ſhouli 
thus ſell his ſoul for nowght, and become a Ple 
zonick to Damnation? 

16 But Kevenge has two il-matche qual 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuoſity , and fo all i» 
darts, though they carry torce and venome 
enough to deſtroy all about chem, yet by beug 
ill aimed reyert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhort. Certainly there is not inthe 
world a more prodigious Intatuation,then tha 
which rulesin this Aﬀair, Whar can be more 
ſenſeleſs, then for me, when a man has done 
me an 1njury, to think to wipe off that by e- 
poſing my ſelf to more ? When he has give 
me the Lye, to invite him to give me the Stab 
roo ? Did eyer any man attempt to make 
a breach by widening it? To cloſe his wound 
by tearing it further ? The Phyſicians indeed 
ralk of a method of curing ſome Diſcaſesby 
Majorarion : but ſure Injuries are not inthe Clu 
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gbmber of thoſe maladies, not capable of that 
my of remedy. The greater may, *cis poſli- 
ple, overwhelm, but not cure the leſs, as the 
more moderate Pains become inſenſible by the 
ſuperveniency of the more acute, Yer I pre- 
ſume none would applaud his choice, that 
ſhould call for the Rack to drown the pain of 
a Cur finger, which yet is no hyperbolical Em- 
bleme of this ſort of Revenge. 

17. But beſides all this, our modern Gal- 
laxtry is treacherous to ic ſelf, confures its 
own pretenſion, and whileſt it yainly aſſumes 
the Monopoly of Courage, is indeed the mean- 
eſtCowardiſe in the World. That by which 
weuſe to diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt cau- 
ual-J tion,is the formidableneſs of the objeR feared. 
Noman is reproached for riot ſtanding the 
inundation of the Sea, but to quake at ſtep- 
ping over a Gutter, would be a ridiculous ti- 
morouſneſs, *Twould be neither wonder nor 
ſhame to run from the purſuic of a Lion ; but 
to be chaſed by a barking Whelp, is the pro- 

of an Hare, not of a.Man, And accord- 
ng to this meaſure, what wretched Cowards , 
we our greateſt Heftor; ? For what can be 
more contemptible then thoſe unjuſt Scorns 
of men they ſo tremble at? Which if they 
were ſure to be univerſal, yet what real ill can 
they do a man, who does not by his own fancy 
lead them an edge wherewith co wound him ? 
sby] But neither-can this be che Caſe, cill all both 
eq Chriſtianity and —_ quite worn _” 
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of the world. For to a Chriſtian, *cis certain 

the irreligion of Fighting a Duel would be the 

moſt infamous thing, and eyen to a ſober 
Heathen the folly of it would be fo too: þ 
that he can be in no danger of either of their 
Reproaches, for declining it, , And when thele 
are ſet aſide, who isthere whoſe cenſure can be 
at all conſiderable ? Yet this ſo pitiful deſpicy 
blething is it, which ſo terrifics and amazs 
them. And how ſhallwe detine Cowardife, if 
this be not it ? 

18, Andas it has the nature, ſo has it the 
Fate of ittoo, which uſually-is by flecingan 
imaginary danger,to fall into a real. Men 
that they may not be thought Cowards ; and 
by fighting they do not onely become indeed 
ſo , but alſo ruſh themſelyes upon other far 
more formidable miſchiefs, run from a Scar- 
crow into a Precipice. And now what a Riddle 
is this thing they call Galantry , which { 
ſtartles at the weakeſt noiſe, yet ſtands ut 
dauntedly the ſtroke of a Thunderbolt ? They 
who ſo dread the reproach of vain impotent 
men,do yet confidently encounter the an 
of the omnipotent God, and if Valour and 
Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant things, 
would confute my whole ap—_ by making 
it evident, that they dare be damned, Thus 
by a ſtrange kinde of inyerted operation their 
Fear makes them bold : would Godthat Ante 
periftaſic might go on to work, till that Bolds 
neſs haye again brought them to a fear,l and 
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tential Fear, proper to thoſe who 
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thus deliberately provoke the Divine Mas 


19. And that very Deliberation is a cit«= 
caſtance of ſo great an enhancement, as un- 
teafurably heightens the fin. Sudden ay 
tay be capable of ſome alleviations by the 
&rpriſe chey make on a mans ſpirit: but con- 
ttived arid premeditated Crimes can have no 
tilder appearance then of obſtinate Rebellion, 
And this aggravation can ſcarceeyer be want- 
ingeo a Duel ;, many hours, if not days inter- 
fening between the Deſignment and theExe- 
ation. And in that interyal tis not poſſible 
forall the OpiateReceits in Satan's Diſpenſa- 

to keep the Conſcience ſo drowſie, that 

if fliall not ſtartle, bur it will undoubtedly 
tepreſent ro a man the horrour of chat he is 
going about : which' is no leſs then the en- 
himſelf int a double Murder, his own, - 

his Adverſaries. For the wilful hazard'of 
borh faſtens/ on him che'guilt, though both 
kppento ſuryive the Combate. Bur if ir be 
bis owti fate to fall (as he has much reaſon 
Gexpet, who thus puts himſelf out of Gods 
proceRion, nay dares his verigeance ) what 
poſfible hope can remain for him, who thus 
dexin that very a& of the greateſtſin? We 
re y apt to think but uncomfortably 
> thoſe 'wtio make away theniſelyes : bur cer- 
ainly many of thoſe deſerve to be Canonized, 
acmpariſon wich a: man chiat dies 4. 
| "" a a Fs the 
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the Principle of that being often an exceſſiye 
Fear of God, which ſure is leſs culpable, thena 
profane contempt of him. Beſidesthe remptz- 
tion in that caſe is uſually more violent andim- 
petuous , it being (if not begor, yer) cheriſht 
and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt un. 
tractable and obſtinate of all humours: where 
as the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary 
toaid it, che original of Quarrels being fre- 
quently from too free a Jollity. And laſtly, 
that, of how heinous a kinde ſoeyer, is yet bur 
a ſingle ſin, whereas this, as I ſaid before, in- 
volves a twofold guilt, And of how crimſon a 
colour muſt that foul appear before Gods Tri- 
bunal, that is thus double-dyed in Bloud! 

20. And now who can chooſe but cry out 
inthe Propher Eſay's ſtile, Hear O Heavens, 
and bearken O Earth ! What ſtrain of wonder 
and amazement can bear proportion with the 
deſperate madneſs of men,that can thus know- 
ingly and conſideringly ruſh themſelyes upon 
ſuch unſpeakable miſchiefs? Eſpecially ſince 
here they want eyen that miſerable Reſerve, 
which ſerves to embolden them to other fins, 
viz. the hope of a future repentance, For thoſe 
that make bur the ſlighteſt meaſures of char, 
can ſcarce fancy any opportunities of it in this 
caſe : ſince to kim that dies there ſeldom re- 
mains any ſpace of interyall between his fin 
and his death , no time for thoſe clouds to 
gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres to deſcend, 
which ſhould waſh away his bloud-guiltineſs; 

or 


or if there did, yer what expeRation is there 
te ſhonld imploy it to any effeR? Such pre- 
amptuous conſiderate ſins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
atraordinary = can remoye; and after 
fuchan high and daring provocation *cis very 
reaſonable ro expe&t God ſhould withdraw 
even the loweſt degrees, but ſure not thar he 
ſhould add higher. 

21, Theſe Conſiderations are all of them ſo 
obvious , that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
klves. And certainly they are ſo weighty and 
preſſing, that *cis a Prodigy to ſee they ſhould 
te ſo univerſally ineffeRual : which can pro- 
ed from nothing but the want of cloſe and 
ſerious application, Would men dare but to 
meet ſingle with their own ſober thoughts, 
twould certainly ſaperſede all other Dxels. 
There remains therefore nothing more for me 
to add, but to invite them to this one Encoun. 
ter, to beſeech them to grapple a while but 
with the force of Reaſon,aCombat of all others 
the ſecureſt, where to be ſubdued is more 
glorious then to conquer in any other : and 
when it has deſpoiled them of that falſe cou- 
rnge,whichexpoſes them to ſuch diſmal ruines, 
to permit it to re-inſpirit them, with a true one, 
fuch as may give them daring enough co ſtand 
up againſt this ſo more then Barbarous a 
cuſtome; to endeayour to baniſh it out of 
Chriftendom, and ſo take off that Reproach 
yhich our profeſſion lies under from ſo impi- 
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ousa practice, which having no other Tenyre 
bur Preſcription, there nothing but D& 
ſuerude to deltroy it. Let every man for his 
ownpart ſtrictly ab(tain from ir, and ayow the 
doing ſo, and then by ceaſing to be a Faſhion, 

it will ceaſe to be arall. | 
2.2. But the miſery of it is, no man wil 
aſſume to be /eadey in this fo noble an Enter 
priſe, to begin this ſo neceſſary a Reforms 
tion ; which though it have ſo much more of 
compliance even to carnal Tngereſts, then it's 
contrary, that I doybt not many wiſh it were 
univerſal ; yer till it be ſo, they think*cwill be 
uncreditable to any particular perſon . Byt 
werethat the certain event of it, *tis ſurethat 
reproach ought to be deſpiſed, when ic comes 
zn competition with Duty. In this caſe the re-J to 
ſolution of David (as great a Swor&mari| of 
any of them) is moit proper; 7 will jet bj 
more vile rhen thus, 2 Sam.6.22 And certaitrf is 
ly 8 mancannot pals a more glorious Martytf to 
om, then to ſuffer jgnomzny upon ſuch an ace th, 
count, I am ſure'tis a real ſhametoſcethat] th; 
men can offer yiolence to all their deareſt com- I Cl 
plicated Intereſts, ro comply with that uf en 
chriſtian cuſtome, yet cannot croſs a ſingle} thi 
1maginary one, to ſupprels it, Fo 
23. Nay thetruth is, they create Punctiliosf co 
n this caſe, by which themſelyes will not be a 
Cc 
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govern'd in any other, In acommon Fire does 
any man ſuſpend his own endeaygurs, till be 
fee the whole Town running to quench @ 
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fame ? Or if one of theſe popular perſons had 
been of che Phil:Zims company , when the 
henſe began to fall, Fud. 16.30. would he 
have ſo dreaded the ſingularity of a ſolitary 
eſcape, as not to have attempted it, till ſholes 
of others had led the way? We have had 
ſome experience, under what prejudice a pxb- 
liek, A# falls, that is by its makers precluded 
from being a preſident. And ſure theſe men do 
tacitely (yet very intelligibly) accuſe the un» 
reaſonableneſs of this fear, whileſt they con- | 
fine it to this ſingle inſtance , And methinks } 
{were but juſt, they ſhould be required to be | 
conſentaneous to themſelves, anda in other 
things by the ſame meaſures; which would 
prove ſo ſharpa penance, as were more likely 
to reduce chem to ſobriety, then all che force 
of Argument, 

24. But beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
is ſure aa Antidote againit this Malady, a wa 
to ſeparate che Duty from the Contempt whic 
their fancies have ſo cloſely annext to ir: and 
that is by making their lives ſo uniformly 
Chriſtian, that it may be evident, *tis Con(c1- 
ence,'not fear that works with them, W ichour 
this 1 know indeed no ſecurity from reproach, 

For to ſee aman who tramples upon all other 
commands of God, catch up this,as a Buckler 

ainſt a Challenger, who can be ſo blindly | 

itable, as to impure thisto any thing bur | 
Cowardiſe?But when the whole tract of a mans 
Life is 0ne continued courſe of Obedience, 
0 FT k4 no 


Fa 


SEES 3a BRESS| 


A » EC HERES et A oo AA 4 


Tart CEnNTLEMAN's CALLING, 


no man will expe he ſhould violate that up- 
on this occaſion. To this may be added a 
chearful and free expoſing himſelf to all war- 
rantable dangers, when any publick occaſion 
of hazard is offered : if he then ſhew himſelf 
daring, *twill be apparent, that *cis not the 
fear of Death, but Sin, which locks up his 
Sword from private Dxels. Or when there is 
no opportunity of this aftiye yalour, let him 
approve his paſlive by a contented, nay joy- 
ful ſubmiſſion to any ſuffering, that attends the 
diſcharge of a good Conſcience ; and of this 
theres little fear (in theſe days eſpecially) to 
want occaſions, He that does this, will bein 
no danger to be defamed for declining Duel: : 
but on the contrary ſuch an equable piety will 
extort reverence from all, there being ſuch a 
venerable amiability in ir, that the moſt pro- 
fane do even againlt their wills bear it ſome 
ioward reſpect. 
25. Let not men therefore pretend the Fear 
of Reproach, as an Excuſe, ſince here 1s (0 
ready a Salvoto that ObjeRtion : but let them 
by an aſliduous praRiice of all other Chriſtian 
Virtues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and 
qualifte themſelves for the propagating it to 
others. And Oh, that we could once ſee all 
other quarrels amongſt Gentlemen converted 
into this cne holy contention, who ſhould be 
forwardeſt in this Heroick attempt. 'Tis the 
falſe notion of Honour, that is one of Satan's 
principal Citadels, like Zjox to the Zebwſire: 
an 
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and the aſſaulting of that, would be an at- 
chivement of ſo much glory, that he that 
could proſperin it, might juſtly challenge the 
dignity which David there promiſes, 2 Sam. 
5.8. of being Chief and Captain. Here then 
they may lawfully quench their thirſt of Ho- 
nour, yea and that of Revenge too, by wrec- 
king their utmoſt malice on this their ſo grand 
Enemy, Let it be remembred how long ic hath 
befooled and cheated the World, and beex- 
poſed to all the ſhames and deteltation of a 
diſcovered Impoſtour. Nay ler it be brought 
to a ſolemn Arraignment, thoſe innumerable 
Murders, of which it has been guilty, charged 
on it, and proſecuted to death, ſo utterly ex. 
tinguiſhed, that it may never again appear in 
the World, whileſt all good men applaud the 
juſtice, and ſay, Soler all thine Enemies periſp, 
0 Lord. 

26. Having thus refle&ted on the common 
Abuſes of Reputation, all that remains is to con- 
ſider how injurious men are to themſelyes 
in their ill managery of this Talent, which 
might be improved not onely to their final ac- 
count, but even their preſent pleaſure, For 
firſt, hethat by ſeaſonable adyice reſcues any 
man from a courſe of ſin, will infallibly feel 
ſo unutterable a complacency in having done 
ſo,that he will finde he was kinde to himſelf, as 
well as the other, and will have no temptation 
to think himſelf unprofitably imployed, though 
that were to be his onely Reward, This bring- 


ng 


Adwantage of Reputation. 53 


—_— 
_— 


, I44 Tax Gunrizman's Caltins. 


—_——_ 


I 


ing ſinners to repentance is ſo noble, ſo tempt. 
ing a deſign, that it drew eyen God himſelf 
from Heaven to proſecuteirt; and that not by 
cheap and eafie means, but by all thoſe Suffer. 


' ings, which humane Nature moſt trembles at : 


yer ſuch was he joy of Man's falyation, which 
was ſet before him, as enabled him to exdare 
the Croſs,and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb.12.2, How 
rich a bargain will it then be toa man to par. 
rake with him inthat joy, to ſhare with him in 
that prize, upon ſo much eaſier terms, to pay 
but a lictle breath for that which exhauſted 
his blood, and to become (in a lower inferiour 
ſenſe) a Saviour without a Croſs? 

27. Inlike manner, he thatby a ſtrict and 
n—_— converſation ſets himſelf up a land 
mark to dire&t men in this turbulent and dan» 

us Sea, his light, *cis true, forthto 
others, but the warmth and cheriſhing hear of 
it remains within his own breaſt.Whart chearful, 
what exulting reflexions may he make 
himſelf, that can make good St. Pas/'s pro- 
teſtation, A#s 20 26. that he us pare from the 
blowd of all men? That he hath not by any ſcan- 
dalous Example enſnared any foul ; bh on 
the contrary hath by poſitive illuſtrious aRts of 
Virtue endeavoured fo to adorn his Chriſtian 
Profeſlion, as to draw in Profelytes not to the 
Name, but the obedience of Chriſt? That 
hath made ir his buſineſs to ſtand in the Gap, 
not onely by his Interceſfions wich God againſt 
the Plagues, bur by his endeayours with Men 
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zgainſtche fins of the Nation, and by a ſteady 
oppoſing humſelf againſt the inundation of 
profaneneſs and licentiouſneſs, hath invited 
others to give ſome ſtop to thoſe impure tor- 
rents? It hasalways been accounted fo glori- 
ous 42 thing to redeem ones Countrey from 
flavery, that men have thought their greateſt 
hazards amply paid wich the Title of a Patriot. 
But there is no vaſſalage ſo ignoble, no ſervi- 
rude ſo miſerable, asthat of Vice, and conſe- 
=_ no attempt ſo worthy, ſo ingenuous, 
0 ſatisfaRory to the undertaker, asto break 
that yoke. He that aſpires to no more then a 
private Innocence, 1s onely on the defenſive 

r, ſtands upon his guard againſt Satan : bur 

e that aumsarthis ſort of publick Reformati- 
ons, maiatains an invaſive War againſt him, 
and ſo more ſhakes bis kingdom. The reducing 
of any ſinner is the diſpoſſeſſing him of ſo 
much of his uſurpt territory, and weakens his 
Empire in the world. This is indeed the true 
Publick Spirit ; which though many have pre- 
tended to from whom we diſcern nothingof 
theſe effeRs ; yer thoſe very pretenſions bear 
witne(s to the excellency of the thing, and 
ought to animate men to be indeed, what ſo 
many have coveted to be thought, 

28. I ſuppoſe I need nor go on to the other 
inſtance : every mans ſenſe, witheut conſult- 
ing either his Reaſon or Religion , will be 
able to pronounce that *tis better to be in 


cethen Hoſtility, to bave a whole then a 
his: hd wounded 
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wounded body, to keep ſecurely his own ſta- 
tion, then to be hunted like a Partriage on the 
Mountains by the Avenger of Bloud. The 
greater is the Miracle, that men who in 
all other inſtances deyote themſelves wholly 
ro their ſenſuality, ſhould here onely abjure 
it ; that when body and ſoul come in compe. 
tition, live as if they had no ſoul, yet upon 
this occaſion can dare, as if they had no bo- 
dies. Oh that men ſhould be ſuchill husbands 
of their ſufferings, and thus enhance Satan's 
markets !- Alas, Hef is a Purchaſe will never 
be taken out of their hands, how many Chap- 
men ſoever they ſee about it, they may ſecure 
their Eſtate there firm enough by thoſe ſins 
they have more guſt of: why ſhould they be 
thus madly prodigal to out-bid the common 
rate? Mult Gentlemen buy Damnation, as they 
uſually do Wares, dearer then other men? 
How is Perdition become ſo amiable, that like 
Rachel a double ſervitude is judged light for 
it; whileſt Heayen in the mean time, like Leah, 
z ſo rauch deſpiſed, that *tis thought an injury 
ro have that obtruded on them, though upon 
the eaſieſt terms? Certainly they are ſtrange 
transforming Opticks which theſe men'make 
uſe of. Would God they could be but perſwa- 
ded, if not to break, yer at leaſt for a while 
to lay by thoſe falſe Glaſſes, and behold things 
in their genuine and proper ſhapes: and then 
I doubr not they will diſcern that Honour to 
be Infamy, which ſets men at defiance with 

God, 
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God; and that Repuration then alone be. 
comes eſtimable, when like a River it pays its 
Tribute to the Ocean, promores his Glory, at 
whoſe feer Kings ( withour diminucion) caſt 
both themſelyes and Crowns, 


SECT. 
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I, E have now according to 
V our propoſed Metbod, 
ſurveyed diftinBly thoſe 

ſeveral Advantages 
which Gentlemen enjoy , and may ſurely 
fon the ſame Teſtimony, which Caleb and 


oſhua ad of Canaan, Numt,14. The 
and which we paſſed thorow to ſearch 
it, is an exceeding good Land. 'Tis s 
rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are |”. 
planted, ſuch as bath a natural aptitude aud [*$ 
UVigour to produce the moſt excelleut Frutts, 
But Paradile tt ſelf required dreſsing, and 
therefore we finde Adam had that work oſ- 
feigned him in his Innocence, And ſurely 
theſe his Sous may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Task : bythe faithful diſcharge _— they :". 

may make (ome approaches towards that h1s 
priſtine ſtate, | 
2, It need not be again inculcated, 
that all theſe their Receuts have their ſpe 
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aal and particular exds tn Gods aſsignment, 
Twill be more uſeſull to remember them, 
how nearly they are concern'd uot to pervert 
the Counſel of. God againFt themſelves, by 
weglefirng to give them their due expefied 
improvements. For though he be @ moſt 
liberal, yet # be not a negligent Maſter, 
but keeps an exaft and punttual account of 
whatever be thus delivers out, and will not 
fail ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of 
bis Goods , Indeed Nich an abuſe bas ſo 
Fatal an Efficacy, that it quite changes thetv 
Nature , converts them from leſsings 
ty the heauieſk Curſes; mould God too 
many men had not thus exemplified their 
wn deſtruttrue power , axd by a kinde of 
Anti-creation brought Darkneſs out of 
Light, 

- But "tis pity they ſhould Le per- 
mitted to ſleep in that Darkneſs , which 
themſelves have made, eAnd therefore if 
tys liccle Tra& ſball fall into any ſuch 
hands , it muſt avow to come upon that 
meruil , yet friendly Errand, to diſturb 
ther reſt ;, to awake them to ſome Conſi- 

ation, and as Philip's Monitour was to 
emember him, that he was but a Man, 
vto put them iu minde, thet mmthe _ 
0 
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of thetr freeſt enjoyments they are ſil 
but Stewards , and know not how ſoon 
their Lord may ſummon them to their 
Accounts, And nith that confuſion and 
confternation muſt they appear at the 
great Audit, who bave ſo unfaithful 
managed their truſt ? *Tis therefore now 
no longer time to dally, but by an aſs:duom 
care and diligence to endeavour to redeem 
their paft il busbandry, left they run 
the Fate of that Evil Servant menttoned, 
Matthew 24. fe ſurprized in the midf of 
their Inordinacies, and have therr portion 
aſsigned them tz weeping and gna(hingof 
reeth, | 
4. And now what Objeftion can thy | F 
poſsibly make againſt thu ſo neceſſary «| (u 
Caution, which us founded upon ſuch Mo- | ne 
tives, 4s ſhould methinks infallibly pre- | 
vail upon all ſorts of tempers > If they have | ar 
any ſenſe of Fear, here are thoſe Terrours | bu 
of the Lord, which are amazing enough || ce 
to ſet even a Belſhazzar (though with the | as 
Cup at his Mouth, bis Concubtnes by hit | wi 
ſide ) a trembling. (Certainly he muſs | thy 
not be onely frozen but petrified in deffe- | ha 
rate impiety, whom even a gimp of thoſe | w' 
eterual flames will not be atle ro drfſolve, || 5, 
{— - $, Win 
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5+. But if Fear (though of God) be tov 
degenerous a Paſsi0n for & Gentleman to 
own, this adVice can upon as good grounds 
adareſs it ſelf tro therr Hope: there is as 
well the Joy of the Lord for the Faithful, 
4 the outer Darkneſs for the unprofira- 
ble Servant. For though God have Right 
of atſolute Dominion, and might exaft obe- 
dtence on his bare commaxd, yet he is more 
pleaſed to ſhew himſelf a Benefaflour then a 
Lord, and therefore deſcends to treat with 
men by the more gentle, and inviting me« 
thods of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay, in« 
deed the end of his Commanas us onely 19 
make us capable Subjetts of thoſe Eternal 
Felicities he deſires to lejftow, Aud this 
ſurely is enough to excite men to adiligent 
negotiating with thoſe Taler.ts they have re- 
cerved, ſince 1t 18 tydeed themſelves they 
are trading for, The ſtock it 15 true 1s Gods, 
but a the tncreaſe of it will by bis beunty 
certainly devolte on them, And therefore 
as Naaman's Servants thought the cure he 
was in purſuit of, deſerved a ſubmiſs10n to 
the ſevere#t Preſcriptions, It the Prophet 
had bid thee do ſome great thing , 
wouldſt thou not have done it> 3 Kngs 
$+3. So ſurely we may conclude thoſe endleſs 
Joys propoſed by God , are cheaply earned 
M even 
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even by the moſt exhauſting Laboars, the 


- moſs vigorous T aiks, 
6, But ſuch the Tenderneſs and Indul- 
ence of our graciow Maſter, ſo earneſt bis 
deſire of bus diſpenſing bus Rewards, that he 
will not truſt mens ſloth and folly with ſuch « 
preteuce of defeating themſebues, and 
therefore hath annexed no ſuch Condition, 
we have ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts 
of Duty, _ cnt the Gentleman's 
Calling, that they are of & quite diſtant 
frame, not Tails but Refreſhments 4 not 
Tokes but Crow ns, ſuch as differ onely in ſize 
from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they tend ; 
ſo that here is bait even to the greateſt Vo- 
luptuary. eAnd who that obſerves how ma 
#) ſuch there be, would expe8 this Fruit of 
Paradiſe ſhould ft: hang untouched? Te 
ſuch a prepoſterow Temperance have they 
put on, that they are proof againſt all theſe 


allurements, Gaod God what contradifii- | 
0935 are men made up of | It us the buſinef | 


of therr Iryes to purſue ares, and 
when thoſe of the Foaſ al ys Rove? 
ſort would run into their embraces , they 
grow c0y, aud canuet be courted to receive 
them, We daily ſee the Devil bath bis 
Martyrs : i ſeems be hath his Aſceticks 
00, eAnd. ſo mity is the world grow. 
in 
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4K The Conclaſwn 6 
in creating fins, that they have found ont a _ 
ſin of ſelt-denial, #ould God theſe renſ 


Mortifiers might be perſwaded to ve 
ſomewhat of thezr ſeverity, The moſt rig 
Orders iz Religion have ſtill indulged ſome 
relax ation , ſome times of Feſtruity ; why 
ſhould Satan's Votaries be ſo much more 
zealous then God's, as to make their abft- 
nences ſo perpetual 2 

7. It ſpeaks. indeed the Cruelty of 
that Maſter they ſerve , but ſo it does 
bis Policy alſo, He well knows that if 
theſe Divine Lights ſhould Lut infinuate 
themſelves, they would ſoon undermine his 
whole Foundation: ſo reviſing and at- 
traRtrue are they, that nothing Fut 4 pere 
fe# Ignorance of them can Le Amulet 
ſufficrent againſt their Charmes, eAnd 
therefore it 1s his neceſſary concern to 
ſep men from ever rafting of them , the 
Ilaft reliſh whereof would be ſure to make 
them deſpiſe all bis adulterated Delica- 
ces, So we ſee be can grue ſome 1att- 
wal account of his part of the matter, 
But what can Men ſay for-themſelues , 
who play bis Game for bim , even when 
thetr own Sonls are. at the ftake., that af 

renounce that Eterndl intereſt , and 

Hnſens pleaſure # This is indeed in 
a M 2 D&- 


— 
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David's Phraſe, 2 Sam.3.33, to dieas | © 
a Fool dieth, Thetr hands are not Lound, 
nor their feet put into fetters 5 no extrinſick 
undrance lies on them, why they may not 
ſtretch forth their Hand to this Tree 
of Life, and cat and live happily here, 
and gloriouſly for ever, eAnd yet lik 
Solomon's Sluggard, they hide their 
hands in their boſome, and will not {0 
much as bring them to their mouths, 
Prov.19.24. 

8. This is ſo ſtupid a Folly, as none 
that pretends to common ſenſe , would un 
any worldly concernmexut be owlty of, 
will any man renounce 4 rich uncharge- 
able Reverſion, when he is not oneh 
wooed, but bribed by a conſiderable Sun 
in band not to diſclaim it > I fear there] 
are few'(o mortified to Wealth, s 
to do it upor the ſcore of Self-denzal; 
and ſure no man would be thought in bisÞ,*, 
wits, that ſhould do it upon any other, | 
For nhat jealouſies ſoever he had enter-( 
tained of the Security, or Value of tha}. 
future Eſtate , yet the preſent viſible i 
fit would deſerve his conſideration, Ther; 
is but one circumſtance imaginable , thi 
could reaſonably avert him, and that is 
the ſuſpition of Deceit , that the < 
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rate, And that I may not be under ane- 
refsity of pronouncing ſo many men mad, 
7 ſha Tappeſe tt rot unlikely that 
this ſcruple may occur to them in the 
preſent Caſe, They bave fo long brought all 
therr Bullion to Satan's Mint, ſuffered 
him to fkamp their Pleaſures , that none 
vill now paſs for current with them, which 
bas wot bis Impreſs': | and upon this ac- 
cunt *tis too probable they may aiftruft 
the validity of the preſent Payment , diſ- 
19 Vilieve the pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties 
9. I; bave here recommended to their Enjoy- 
'S” fnent, 4s well as Praflice, Nor ſhall 1 
ne fire to tmpoſe on their belief, but ſhall 
Sum willing ly wave their Faith , aud ap- 
beret to their Senſe, But then they mu} 
> ® Femember, that that is uncapable of judgs 
"3 fro by any other means but Experience : 
p bis Lo therefore if all that has been addreſ 
ther, Þ, their Reaſon be ineffeBual, that res 
" Iazzus as the laſt reſerve for thetr con- 
the þ;, ement, ' Let every one of them ſert- 
ty ” Baſly and conſcientiouſly ſet to the Pra- 
 Pice, (and allow onely for To much of dif- 
tha ulty, as naturally attends the znters 
wr ing 4 contrary Cuſtome ) and then let 
by if he can, doubt of the Pleaſure, 
worm : M 3 TRAY 
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Let bim allow himſelf but this one Medium 
to infer it, and 1 defie hes diſſent ta 
the Concluſion. £et bim ſow with me thi 
handful of Seed in the Tears of tree Con- 
trition for remembring his Daty and Intereji 
folate, and I ſhall reſt confident he will 
xcap in joy in this world, aud carry the 
news of it to axather , even thither alſq 
bring his ſheaves with him, abundance 
of Fruit to his account, be bleſt bere, aud 
cronn'd cternsly, - _ 
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Printed for Timothy Garthwait at the 
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1662, 
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Bleſſed Lord, I thy wretched 
'O Creature, thy not onely unpro- | 
fitable and flothful, bur wicked 


Servant , do here proſtrate my ſelf at 
ehy Feer, humbly acknowledging that 1 
have moſt perverſly and moſt treache- 
rouſly mil-imployed thoſe many, preci- 
Bus Talents wherewith thou haſt-intruſt- 
ed me, I have, O Lord, unworthily 
abuſed thole common Mercies which 
thou haſt afforded me as a Man, and a 
Chriſtian, my whole lite having beena 
continued rcfi{tance tothe DiQares both 
of Reaſon and Religion, But I have yet 
farther perverted thoſe more ſpecial 
Liberalities of thine, whereby thou haſt 
aſlayed to vanquiſh * and mely an uns 
grateful heart, My Knowledge 615 wa 
no iafthence on = hoices, bur Thave 
obſtinately purlyed thole ways, which 
I knew ledto the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignos 
rances toPre{umprions, hath ſerved one- 
ly to render me liable to the greater 
numberof ſtripes, That Wealth where- 
by I ſhould hav glorified Thee, = 
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ſuccoured my Brethren, I have convert. 
ed into fuel to maintain and accend my 
Covetoulneſs, Pride and Luxury, fole- 
vying Var againſt Thee with thine own 
Treaſure, Thus unfaithful, O Lord, have 
I beenin the unrighteous Mammon; and 
who then ſhall commir to my truſt the 
true Riches? I have waſted that Time 
thou haſt given me,to work out my own 
Salvation,vainly and imperrtinently, nay 
often {o viciouſly and 1mpiouſly, that 
Idleneſs, though a Crying fin of Sodom, 
hath been the filenteſt of my guilts, the 
greater portion of my Days having been 
devotedeither to the purſuit or enjoyz 
ment of my brutiſh Pleaſures,ſo making 
irmy buſineſs to provide for the Fleſh 
tofulfill the Luſts thereof ; and of thoſe 
many Days and Years thou haſt affords 
ed me, how few minutes are there of 
which I can give any tolerable account 
to Thee,or my own Soul > Nay,O Lord, 
as if my. fingle and perſonal Impieties 
had been too little, I have propagated 
them to Others,and have made that Au- 
thority and Eſteem, which thou gaveſt 
me for better purpoſes,the means of en- 
ſnaring all whom my Intereſt or Exam- 
ple could ſeduce, And now, O un. 

ow 
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ile do I lie under, that am to anſwer 
bh ſo many Sins of Other men, as well 
as my ſelf, that have thus been a Snare 
on Mizpab, and a Net ſpread on Mount 
Tabor, the Inſtrument of entangling and 
betraying ſo many Souls > O merciful 
Lord, who delighteſt not in the death of 
a ſinner, look with pity both on them, 
and me; Give me a ſincere and carneft 
Repemtance,for my own offences, and if 
it be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome 
way inſtrumental to the begetting the 
like in them, that I may be as contribu- 
rive 8o their Recovery, as I have been to 
their Fall : And let the conſciouſneſs of 
my great Sloth and Unfaichfulneſs in all 
the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me 
to a more diligent and induſtrious im- 
pI of all thoſe advantages thou 
haſt put into my hands, for thy glory, 
the benefit of my Brethren, and the 
eternal joy of my own Soul, Grant 
this, O gracious Lord, for his ſake 
who came to Call finners to.Repen- 
rance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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Moſt gracious and moſt bounti- 

Q tul Lord, who docſt good unto 
all, but haſt in an extraordi- 

pary meaſure abounded to me thy un- 
worthieſt Servant. 1 deſire with all exu- 
berant thankfulneſs of heart, to confeſs 
and celebrate this thy great goodnels, 
Lord, Thou haſt not been ro me a VWil- 
derneſ(s, a Land of Darkneſs, but hakk 
cauſed my Lox to fall in a fair ground. 
Thou haſt nor onely given me a Natural, 
and a capacity of a Spiritual life, bur 
baſt alſo-cnriched me with many advan- 
tages for the comfortable ſupport of the 
one, andthe happy improvement of the 
other, above what thouaffordeſt ro mul- 
titudes of othess, Thou halt liberally 
ivenmeoft the Dew ot Heaven, and 
D__ of the Earth, an Aſſurance of all 
thoſe good things which may both ob- 
lige. and affift me chearfully to: fexve 
Thee. O letnot my Heart like G:deon's 
Fleece remain dxy, whileſt all about it 15 
thus plentitully watred from Heaven ; 
bur give mc, I beſcech thee, ſuch a ſenſe 
a thy Mercy, as may expreſs it ſelf in 3 
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conſtant and zealous Obedience, Thou 
haſt done {o much for this meaneſ Plant 
in thy Vineyard, dreſt it and fenced it 
about with Thy Grace and Providence; 
and having built a Wine-prels, mayeſt 
moſt reaſonably expe fome Cluſters to 
be brought to ir at the Vintage, O ler 
not ſo gracious, ſo equitable a demand 
be fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes , let ir nor 
bring torth wilde Grapes; ler not thoſe 
Advantages Ienjoy above others, tempt 
metoexalt my ſelf, or deſpiſe them, bur 
grant me always to remember thart it is 
Thou onely that makeſt me differ from 
another, Lord, let thy Methods be my 
Documents, thy Diſpenſations of Indul- 
gence towards me, the Engagements 
and Bands of the cloſeſt and moſt inyie- 
lable Duty, that that Eminency of con- 
dition wherein Thou haſt placed me in 
this World, may be an effeual Admo- 
nition to me to be eminent in Virtue, 
that Men ſecing my good Works, may 
olorifie Thee my Heavenly Father, 
through Jelus Chriſt our Lord and bleſ- 
led Saviour, 
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eA Prayer. 


Thou moſt Righteous and Im- 
S partial Judge, whodeſpileſt nor 

the mean, nor accepte(t the pers 
ſons of the Mighty, Make me always to 
remember and icricuſly to contider, 
that none of thoſe outward Priviledges 
I enjoy anfong men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal,but that I ſhall 
one.day be brought to Judgment, as for 
all thatI have done in the tleſh, ſo par. 
ticularly for thoſe ſpecial and peculiar 
Advantages, whereby thou haſt deſcri- 
minated me from my meaner Brethren: 
And ohlet thele Terrours of the Lord 
timely perſwade, yea conſtrain me to a 
cheartull imploying ot all I have recei- 
ved, to thoſe ends tor which thou haſt 
beſtowed them, Lord, grant that the 
Knowledge thou haſt given me may 
have ſuch an efficacy on my PraQtice, 
thatit may always guide, never upbraid 
me, And asthou haſt _ thy hand 
wide to me in remporal Plehity, ſo en- 
large my heart in Thankfulnels toward 
Thee, and in Compaſhon and Bounty to- 
ward thy poor Members : I am not 
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ſtrairned by thee, O let me not be 
ſtraitned in my own bowels; let neither 
Covetouſneſs nor Riot make me poor 
in the midſt of Riches, bur grant me that 
true Enjoyment which conſiſts in a 
Charitable diſpenſing of rhem, that for. 
faking all the unfatisfying nauſeated 
pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchaſe t0 
my ſclf that more ſolid —_— dc- 
_ of ſuccouring the diſtreſles of my 
tellow Chriſtians, Lord, ſuffer not m 

«Wealth to be onely a lading with thick 
Clay, nor the Ruſt of it to bear witneſs 
againſt me, bur rather make me of the 
number of thoſe that need relief, then of 
thoſe who want hearts to give it. And 
fince- in thy gracious Providence thou 
haſt placed me in a condition of caſe 
and vacancy, Olet me nor pervert it in- 


ro a lite of Idleneſs and Senſuality, let |. 


me not be leſs, but better buſied then 
other men, O never ſuffer me to incur 
che guilt or reproach of being more re- 
miſs or indiforeme in my entercourſe 
with Thee, then others are of their traf- 
fique with the World, of having leſs 
care of my ownand other mens immor- 
tal ſouls, then they have of their corrup- 
tible bodies ; bur make me 1o induſtri- 

oylly 
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ouſly ro husband every minute of that 


precious Time thou lendeſt me here, as 


may be in order to a bleſſed Eternity 
both of my ſelf, and as many more as 
thou ſhalt put within my reach. O lex 
not any perſons ever have cauſc to ac- 
euſe cheir relation to me, for betraying 
themto Sin here, or Miſery hereaſter, 
but 'grant that all that are under my 
care or power, may receive ſuch whol- 
fom intluence from me, as may nourifh 
all Chriſtian PraQice among them 
And, Lord, grant that my Example 
may be ſuch to all, that I never prove 
any an occaſion of Falling : Ler me 
never contribute to that power and ems 
pire which Vice has gotten in the 
world,but with a ſteady courage oppoſe 
all Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſucceſs- 
lull ſoever z Let me think nothing Ho- 
norable,bur what bears Thy ſtempand 
impreſs on ir, but engage, and animate, 
ad inflame my benumm'd breaſtztorhe 
noſt eager and vigorous endeavour of 
ecovering diſcountenanced Virrue to 
dme. eſteem and repuration among: 
en, And, O Lorg; {(o thatby an 
iduous Practice of all Duty, I may 
ive to ſuch a guſt and reliſh of it, as 
mn 
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may utterly ſupplant any ſenſual delighy 
in-my own heart, and may alſo qualifi 
me experimentally to aſſure others how 
{ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an ef 
{eaual (though uaworthy)' Inftrumene 
in thy hand of drawing many to theF 
Obedience of Chriſt, and that renoun<F- 
Cing all the vain torturing Ambitions Þ” 
of this World, I may aſpire to no other 
honour but that of being approved by 
Thee as a good and faithful Servant z 
that by thy mercy having my Infirmi- 
ties covered, and my Sincerity accept. 
ed, I may at Jaſt be admitted into the 

oy of my Lord, through the merirs alF-- 

elus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Me- 
diatour, Amen, + 


| — 


For more particular Conceruments, the Reap. 
der may be referred to the Devotions af 
the end of [The Whole Duty of Mani 
in Oaavo. ſold by T, Garthwaite, 


FINIS, 


